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Executive Summary

The BCMF Terrestrial Study is a community-based, community-led, and 
community-owned project facilitated by the BCMF “Land and Life Team”. Our 
work could not have been completed without the invaluable contributions of 
Community Liaisons Earl Belcourt (Vancouver Island), Marie March (BC Interior 
East), Cindy Wilgosh (BC Interior Central), and Elizabeth Pearce (BC Coastal), 
the BCMF leadership and board, and the individual elders and knowledge keepers 
within each community. While the specific task of the BCMFTS was to assess the 
immediate and ongoing impact of the construction, operation and maintenance 
of the Trans Mountain Pipeline Extension (TMX) corridor on Métis land and 
resource use, its broader objective was to establish a relational framework that will 
be applied to future interactions between the Crown and BCMF’s membership. 
As a reference study, it provides the justification for long-term and sustainable 
relations with self-determining BCMF member communities, especially as it relates 
to the negotiation with the Crown of economic opportunities around resource 
opportunities that impact historical and contemporary Métis lifeways. 

It is important to note from the outset that our working definition of “community” 
reflects the reality of different forms of self-determination that are not necessarily 
congruent with First Nations (land and resource rights), national Métis 
organizations (rights bearing citizens) or liberal (social contract around Crown 
and private property) forms of sovereignty and collective political action. Our (re)
definition accounts for the context within which Métis peoples functioned (and 
continue to function) within the overlapping and complicated world of indigenous/
aboriginal, Crown/colonial and National/Provincial authority. Therefore, our 
developing understanding of “self-determining Métis communities” considers 
expansive, dynamic and mobile kinship networks that operated within and between 
political, economic and social and cultural boundaries and allowed for a flexible and 
adaptive community “identity” that is as easily “hidden” as it is “expressed.” 

The BCMFTS establishes the following:

 » Recognition: Self-determining Métis peoples and communities have been a 
consistent, persistent and integral part of the history and memory of the Pacific 
Northwest (PNW). The presence of “halfbreed” or “mixed-ancestry” peoples 
and communities, the result of the coming together of two historically distinct 
cultures and societies, both in the PNW and diaspora from outside of the region, 
is evident in the economic, social, cultural and political life of the province. 
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 » Kinship Relations: Within the later colonial and early provincial period, there 
was a systemic denial of Métis historical reality, which included informal erasure 
of mixed-ancestry people’s contributions to the pre- and post-colonial era and 
formal discrimination that prohibited their full participation in an evolving social 
order. The exclusion of “halfbreed” peoples from the political, economic, social 
and cultural life of First Nations and Euro-Canadian lifeworlds, including denial 
of existing and ongoing land and resource rights, effectively marginalized Métis 
communities within BC. Faced with systemic discrimination, racism and prejudice 
Métis peoples responded and adapted their lived-experience in a variety of ways, 
including but not limited hiding or denying their mixed-ancestry, fitting in with 
the new economic and social order, and avoiding state censure and control in 
order to maintain their lifeway. Métis peoples and self-determining communities 
maintained an interest in the TMX corridor; even though it may have become 
“invisible” to the traditional historical “eye” or unindexable to the mainstream 
economy, ongoing Métis agency was not inconsequential nor can it be ignored. 

 » Repatriation: Métis peoples maintained culture and traditions within their 
kinship networks despite state control and denial. The result, however, was 
increasing fracturing of communities into smaller and more flexible/adaptive 
“family” units that maintained self-determined futures. Pan-métisism (ie: 
Métis identity associated with cultural affiliations such as hunting, jigging, 
beading, wearing a sash, etc.) may have developed as a strategy to bring some 
kind of collectivity to the mixed-ancestry shared experience in BC and Canada, 
but it is not necessarily a historical condition of being “Métis” in BC. Economic 
opportunities, like the TMX partnership, offer the opportunity to reintroduce the 
many different ways of being Métis in BC and our unique historical contributions 
to BC, reboot the relationship between self-determining Métis communities and 
the Crown, and reinstate Métis peoples and self-determining communities into 
the economic order. 

 » Knowledge Partnership: Reviving the collective imagination of the many 
ways of being Métis in BC requires the creation and maintenance of knowledge 
partnerships within BCMF’s member communities and between BCMF and the 
Crown. Knowledge partnerships are relational and therefore include ongoing 
financial support and academically rigorous studies that build capacity in our 
member communities so that they are able to offer their informed consent to 
social, political and economic opportunities. The TMX accommodations as 
represented in this Final Report offer a model for how we together might work 
towards justice for past wrongs, reparations that support the rebuilding of our 
communities today, and commitment to coexistence for a brighter future. 
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Introduction

The British Columbia Métis Federation (BCMF) is on the forefront of Métis 
resurgence in Canada. The Federation’s representative and member communities 
seek to increase awareness of the many ways Métis are connected to the land and 
resources in British Columbia. Empowering Métis self-determining communities 
by acknowledging our historic ties to specific geographies strengthens our ability 
to relate well to the Crown, provincial and local governments, and corporations, 
as we together come to recognize the necessity of engaging Métis as partners 
in Canada’s future. The BC Métis Federation Terrestrial Study, hereafter ‘BCMF 
Terrestrial Study (BCMFTS)’ or the ‘Métis Land and Life Project (MLLP),’ engaged 
BCMF member communities who have had past and present land-use history within 
the Trans Mountain Expansion (TMX) corridor in order to lay the foundation for 
more expansive land and resource use studies that highlight Métis historic and 
contemporary lived experience in this area. As a reference study, it sets out the 
broad context that requires the participation of BCMF membership communities 
in the ongoing mitigation and monitoring of the construction, operation and 
maintenance of the TMX pipeline. This baseline report, which is also informed 
by research in secondary and primary historical sources, affirms the Crown’s 
commitment to informed decision-making within the resource development sector. 
It signals the Government’s willingness to fulfil its obligations to the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission’s (TRC) recommendations on proper and appropriate 
Indigenous-Crown relations and to satisfy the requirements of the United Nations 
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP). Recognizing and 
affirming self-determining Métis communities, which desire to work with the 
Crown on these important economic initiatives, is evidence of the intention of 
governments, corporations and individuals to decolonize past economic policies and 
practices.

The BCMF Terrestrial Reference Study is part of a larger government program 
known as the Terrestrial Studies Initiative (TSI), which supports Indigenous-led 
studies to better understand the project’s potential impacts and cumulative effects 
of construction, operation and maintenance of the project on Indigenous people, 
their lands and the resources that they rely upon to sustain their ways of being. 
The Métis Land and Life project is foundational for other pending accommodation 
measures associated with the TMX, such as the Terrestrial Cumulative Effects 
Initiative. The knowledge and experience gained from this initial report enables 
BCMF member communities to produce informed responses to concerns regarding 
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the cumulative effects from development — including the impacts of this project. 
As a baseline of community engagement, knowledge partnerships and historical 
research, the Land and Life Project empowers our membership to meaningfully 
participate in the co-development of a cumulative effects framework focused on 
understanding the current state of the environment and monitoring changes in 
response to natural processes. Focused follow-up studies on Métis land-use and 
harvesting practices, for example, will be important when considering how to 
mitigate and manage wildlife patterns, restore fish habitats in local watersheds, and 
protect gathering grounds and sacred spaces.

The BC Métis Federation is a non-profit association that was incorporated in 2011. 
It works with Métis communities throughout British Columbia to support, foster 
and encourage grassroots Métis culture. The BC Métis Federation is governed 
by a president and a board of directors elected by BCMF members. The BC Métis 
Federation’s mandate is to advance the culture and the rights of Métis people and 
to work with Métis communities to ensure the wellbeing of all our members. The 
BC Métis Federation fulfills its mandate by organizing and participating in cultural 
events, festivals, language initiatives, work experience placement programs and 
advocacy efforts on behalf of Métis people in British Columbia. The BC Métis 
Federation currently represents approximately 7500 Métis people throughout British 
Columbia. Of these members approximately 3000 are card carrying members and 
we work and connect with the remainder through Métis partner organizations 
throughout the province. We are a relatively young and small organization. Over the 
last number of years, we have focused on developing our governance infrastructure 
and establishing our policies, protocols and procedures as we slowly, but surely, find 
our collective voice and assert our inherent rights.

The BC Métis Federation has a history of advocacy work, of engaging community 
groups, conducting meetings, facilitating cultural events, conducting information 
gathering and writing reports to satisfy project work plans. In 2018 BC Métis 
Federation partnered with the Province of British Columbia to do a Knowledge 
Partnership Project, (KPP) and this important research formed the basis for where 
we are today with the Land and Life project. The BC Métis Federation Knowledge 
Partnership Project data suggested that clearly defined Métis communities existed, 
and continue to exist in British Columbia, and recognizing these communities 
requires a flexible and expansive definition of Métis to account for their diversity.1 
The BC Métis Federation recommended that government fund a BCMF knowledge 
division with clear objectives:

 » To assist communities to repatriate members back into diverse communities.
 » To reconnect Métis peoples to their knowledge and traditions.

1 http://bcMétis.com/2018/12/bc-Métis-federation-releases-knowledge-partnership-project-report/?-
doing_wp_cron=1589394903.8101019859313964843750
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 » To build capacity for self-determining communities to generate and share their 
own knowledge.

 » To assist in resource management and other activities through an ongoing 
knowledge partnership protocol.

Although not supported by the Province of British Columbia to date, the KPP laid 
the foundation for current work at the federal level, particularly after the Supreme 
Court of Canada Daniels ruling opened up a national conversation on “the many 
ways of being Métis.”

The BCMF Terrestrial Study is part of re-initiated TMS phase three consultations 
flowing from the Trudeau government’s decision to reconsider their consultation 
process in renewed phase three consultations. The BCMF attended meetings with 
the Department of Natural Resources beginning in November, 2018 and made 
the case that our members would be impacted by the Trans Mountain Pipeline 
Expansion project but that its full significance would not be known without further 
study. Minister Sohi stated at the time that that building Crown-Indigenous 
relationships was important, and acknowledged that past governments had fallen 
short of meaningful consultation. In a second meeting with Minister Sohi on July 23, 
2018 the Minister reinforced ideas of strong relationship building and meaningful 
partnership and stated that relationships must go beyond a single project and that 
trust is built through lasting relationships. Based upon the Minister’s commitment 
to meaningful dialogue, extensive consultation and commitment to common 
solutions, the BCMF put together a team in late 2018 and in the Spring of 2019, 
engaged their members and communities on the Trans Mountain Expansion 
Project, hosted an economic form, and then submitted a Final Report released 
June 27 entitled “Trans Mountain Expansion Project Phase II Engagement.” BCMF 
began Phase Three Crown consultations in the Spring of 2019 with the Office 
of the Minister of Natural Resources, the Crown consultation team and Trans 
Mountain Corporation by pressing for a Federally funded land use assessment. 
After the Government of Canada purchased Trans Mountain it opened the way for 
negotiations from January to April of 2019 wherein the BCMF partnered with the 
Department of Natural Resources (NRCAN) to produce the Summary of 2019 Crown 
Consultations on the Trans Mountain Expansion Project. The work by BC Métis 
Federation representatives led to inclusion of BC Métis Federation into the Trans 
Mountain accommodations, including this current baseline land-use study, with 
future potential for a multi-year cumulative terrestrial study.

The BC Métis Federation’s advocacy in Phase III Crown consultations called for 
local Métis communities to control their own community knowledge through clear 
negotiated knowledge partnerships and aimed to ensure that local community 
knowledge be taken into consideration in an ongoing way in accommodations. 
The Federal government’s support for the completion of this terrestrial study to 
establish reference points or a baseline for consultation was consistent with the 
BCMF’s desire to facilitate the recognition and restoration of self-determining 
Métis communities in British Columbia. In building capacity through knowledge 
partnerships, our member communities are better able to assert their own interests 
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and to gather, produce and disseminate information and traditional knowledge 
that adequately responds to challenges, needs, demands of all proponents. The 
idea of “locally grounded community-led knowledge partnerships” as a foundation 
for proper consultations revealed that a one-size-fits-all Métis nationalism could 
not adequately represent the diversity of Métis kinship/communities within the 
province of British Columbia. The grassroots approach to political action meant 
that “the many ways of being Métis” needed to be embedded right into our research 
protocols and practices as we engaged with communities and accessed their local 
knowledge with ethical standards that would not allow for the appropriation of 
knowledge or the diminishment of an other’s knowledge. In this way, we hoped to 
avoid the cultural wars and identity politics that have characterized provincial and 
national discussions about being Métis. The BC Métis Federation Terrestrial Study 
team, known to our members as the “Land and Life Team,” which includes Joe 
Desjarlais, project facilitator and author, Bruce Shelvey (Ph.D.), academic lead and 
author, Drake Henry, project assistant and contributing author, Angel Fisher, project 
assistant, Sherry Daniels, administrative support, Keith Henry, BCMF President, and 
Betty Fisher, Finance, knew from the outset that we had to create opportunities that 
would allow people and communities to tell their stories as it related to “lives lived” 
on the land (and water). We committed ourselves to a responsible process, a research 
protocol for Métis communities and self-determining nations to follow, that would 
allow us to effectively fulfill our responsibility to our membership. The approved 
work plan objective from the statement of work is as follows:

“The objective of this approved work plan is to facilitate Indigenous 
participation in dialogues relating to natural resource development by 
supporting the review and update of a traditional land use study.”

The approved work plan description states:

“The recipient will identify the location of historic and contemporary Métis 
fishing, hunting and gathering territories through a knowledge partnership 
model; explore seasonal movements and yearly patterns of wildlife and 
considering strategies that limit the impact of construction and maintenance 
of the pipeline on Métis kinship networks. This will be done through 
community meetings, land research, interviews, information sessions 
and creating a repository of information that will be held at the BC Métis 
Federation head office.”

It is noteworthy that the idea of “knowledge partnership” is clearly stated in the 
statement of work for the Land and Life project.

The BCMF Terrestrial Study offers a unique Indigenous perspective premised 
upon building meaningful partnerships that are characterized by mutual respect 
and shared benefit. This foundational report identifies past and present Métis 
knowledge networks and establishes relational principles that will benefit all Métis 
self-determining communities in BC. Furthermore, the Final Report sets out an 
action plan that can move the BCMF’s relationship with the Crown forward so that 
our member communities are resourced with the appropriate knowledge capacity 
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to meaningfully participate in on-going, shared decision-making with respect to 
the TMX. By exploring the context of Métis land-use practices as a precursor to a 
more extensive terrestrial study, the potential cumulative impacts on Métis land 
and resource use that may result from the planning, construction, operation, and 
maintenance of the Trans Mountain Expansion Project, will be better understood 
and mitigated.

Given the historic and continual marginalization of Métis self-determining 
communities in BC wherein the knowledge has been hidden or the collective 
memory has been lost, the BCMF Terrestrial Study concentrated on investigating 
and establishing knowledge partnerships with communities, individuals and 
institutions. The Final Report fulfills the following expectations:

 » It explores the possibility of Knowledge Partnerships with Métis communities and 
kinship networks that are impacted by the TMX.

 » It identifies key Métis elders, knowledge keepers and leaders who hold vital 
information on the location of historic and contemporary Métis fishing, hunting 
and gathering territories.

 » It employs and practices an Indigenous Research Methodology, which supports 
knowledge repatriation for the purposes of self-determination.

 » It reveals the deep historic ties that Métis have to the land, resources and 
economic development within the TMX corridor and summarizes the systemic 
racism and prejudice that marginalized Métis communities and peoples.

 » It shows, in general terms, the historic and on-going seasonal movements of Métis 
wildlife harvesting, yearly patterns of their ground gathering, and the importance 
of their sacred or culturally significant sites as they relate to the pipeline corridor.

 » It clearly establishes the need for future terrestrial studies to build knowledge 
capacity for self-determining Métis communities in order to assist them in 
mitigating and monitoring TMX corridor developments.

In summary, the BCMFTS Final Report highlights the responsibility of the 
Government of Canada to provide the resources for the BCMF to gather, produce 
and disseminate information and traditional knowledge so that all proponents can 
adequately respond to challenges, needs, demands of the laws, regulations, and 
rights associated with TMX developments. In many ways, the report is a tutorial 
on how to facilitate the ongoing repatriation of Métis-specific knowledge back to 
the land, to reconnect the specific geographic locations with Métis knowledge and 
traditions, and to enable self-determining Métis to generate and share their own 
knowledge to assist in resource management and other activities, knowledge and 
connections that were lost, in part, due to specific government policies and actions.

Future historical and scientific terrestrial studies flowing out of the BCMFTS will 
allow all proponents of the TMX to incorporate Métis knowledge and traditions 
when shaping policy and programs, understanding potential land and cumulative 
development decisions, and contributing to co-management plans that impact Métis 
self-determination and ways of being.
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In recovering, recording, and acknowledging diverse and dynamic Métis practices 
and land-use patterns, we are able to establish important principles, revive 
Indigenous protocols, and provide a roadmap for the acknowledgement of Métis 
community knowledge and historical traditions as they relate to the construction, 
operation and maintenance of the TMX. In equipping BCMF member communities 
along the TMX corridor with the background knowledge necessary to carry out 
extensive terrestrial and scientific studies, a foundation is laid that will enable them 
to meaningfully engage with the Crown, government, corporations, and companies. 
In addition, as the basis for subsequent studies, the Report acknowledges the need 
to build strong partnerships with First Nations, especially in areas where there is 
overlapping interests and/or sharing of land and resources.

The BCMF Terrestrial Study establishes a baseline or point of reference upon 
which to build a relationship with the Federal government. The funds the BC Métis 
Federation, acting on behalf of its membership, received from Natural Resources 
Canada (NRCAN) to study and report back on the short and long-term impacts of 
the pipeline construction and on-going operation gave us the resources necessary 
to invite people to share their knowledge about land use in the Trans Mountain 
corridor. The report clearly shows that BC Métis Federation members have an 
on-going interest in using the lands and resources along the TMX corridor. The 
Final Report includes four main sections that illustrate how the BCMF fulfilled or 
exceeded the Work Plan Tasks as negotiated with NRCAN for the BCMFTS.

Section I: Planning
Researching the historical and contemporary lived-experience of the many ways of 
being Métis in BC established that self-determining mixed-ancestry communities in 
BC existed prior to any assumption of administrative control by the British Crown. 
Preliminary exploration of archives, repositories and on-line databases and in 
published primary and secondary sources reinforce what we heard in community 
meetings and from knowledge keepers and elders: the historical and contemporary 
record shows that self-determining Métis have longstanding relationships with 
land and resources even though much of this history has been ignored by the 
academy and dismissed by nationally sanctioned Métis organizations. To be clear, 
the research presented in this report represents the opportunity to recover and 
repatriate Métis history and memory on the land and water on or around the Trans 
Mountain pipeline corridor and beyond. Our initial research shows an extensive 
historical record of the existence of many Métis communities in the Pacific 
Northwest, distinct populations across the Province of British Columbia and in fact 
the entire north-south corridor into Washington and Oregon, but specific research 
on these fluid and complex Métis (mixed-ancestry, halfbreed) identities, kinship 
networks and communities have yet to be fully explored and appreciated.
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Section II: Identification of Key Sites
Self-determining Métis communities utilized the land and resources along the 
TMX corridor, and their lived-experience informs the province’s history. Key 
actors were involved in the region’s early economic and political development as 
illustrated by many geographical locations and place names that are associated with 
mixed-ancestry influence. Métis working in and through personal and corporate 
kinship networks shaped the fur trade, mineral development, water resources, 
ranching and farming, and the logging industry, to name a few examples, before, 
during and after the colonial period in BC. Métis kinship relations to peoples and 
place within British Columbia persisted throughout the Pacific Northwest and along 
the TMX corridor even after systemic political racialization, social discrimination, 
and economic marginalization negatively shaped Métis lived-experience and 
shut them out of the growing economy of the province. The maps and associated 
knowledge of contemporary land and resource use reveals that Métis social mobility 
and cultural adaptability made it possible for mixed-ancestry communities to 
maintain their traditional locations despite being dispersed across the province. It 
was possible for mixed-ancestry peoples and communities to live in one space and 
harvest in another, thereby maintaining an intimate knowledge of people and place.

Section III: Community Engagement
Métis peoples and communities in BC have been the target of racialized political 
systems, discriminatory social practices, exclusionary economic practices, and 
assimilationist cultural pressures for over a century in British Columbia. The 
residual impact of these harmful forces have shattered any cohesive sense of 
collective identity and severely disrupted kinship networks in the TMX corridor and 
beyond. At this crucial juncture in our history, the BCMFTS highlights the need for 
the Crown to fund the repatriation efforts of Métis self-determining peoples. To 
accomplish this task, we adopted an Indigenous research methodology in order to 
not only gain access to community knowledge in an ethical way, but also to build 
capacity within each community as they begin to restore their sense of people and 
place. The BCMFTS recognized and affirmed the diversity of Métis lived-experience 
in BC by visiting their members in their own places of belonging and respecting the 
confidentiality and integrity of each story and land-use designation. This relational 
approach began a process of establishing mutual trust, which hopefully leads to an 
increasing willingness to share family stories and histories. Despite encountering 
almost insurmountable obstacles in our community engagements, including 
lingering social stigma, political divisions and infighting, economic protectionism, 
and fear of cultural appropriation, we were encouraged that Métis peoples and 
self-determining communities along the TMX corridor want to make their existence 
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known. The outcomes from community engagement came as an outworking of 
strong relationships and the respect for local protocol, our knowledge of which was 
greatly enhanced by Community Liaisons, many of whom had relationships and 
trust with local knowledge keepers, elders and leaders. Listening and learning from 
and within local Métis communities brought new impetus and meaning to the need 
to push forward with our shared goal of repatriation of communities, recovery of 
land, and reclaiming of resources.

Section IV: Knowledge Partnership
The legitimacy and efficacy of relationships within our various BCMF member 
communities are guided by local protocols that are developed to show respect for 
difference and diversity, mutually beneficial partnerships that celebrate the many 
lifeways of Métis peoples, and the culture, customs and traditions that accounts 
for the fluidity of Métis ways of being. In acknowledging that past discrimination, 
marginalization and subjugation has led to fear, shame and suspicion, the BCMFTS 
team worked diligently to establish an on-going, consistent and respectful dialogue 
from the inception of the research process to its final conclusion, and from within 
the BCMF’s membership with intimate meetings and educational sessions to 
large public audiences through social media blasts that reached thousands of 
people. At every step, community members, elders, knowledge keepers, elected 
and appointed leaders were integral to knowledge-transfer and proprietors of how 
their knowledge was articulated. The Final Report is evidence that if meaningful 
knowledge partnerships are established that locally owned and led studies can 
(and must) benefit Métis people and communities. The BCMFTS is a representation 
of a very different kind of relationship, one that deserves ongoing government 
encouragement, support and funding.

In the midst of political and even pandemic challenges, we have come to realize 
that knowledge partnerships, whether between Métis communities or between the 
Crown and the BCMF, are vital for present and future Métis-settler society relations 
in British Columbia. In giving all Métis people a voice in BC economic development 
projects and the governments development plans, we can begin to participate as 
equals, especially as our self-determining member communities reconnect with 
their historic kinship patterns. We believe that the BCMFTS is the beginning of 
empowering our communities, wherein local members can be free to fully express 
Métis life-ways Métis, assert their own interests, and live within their traditions as 
self-determining communities. The BCMF is confident, therefore, that it has met or 
exceeded all of the performance indicators set out in the Work Plan. 
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Number of Meetings and Interviews
In Phase I of the project we identified key knowledge-based resources, including 
academic experts, archivists and community liaisons, and utilized them to 
understand the broad parameters of historical and contemporary Métis land use 
in, around and along the TMX corridor. Furthermore, we adopted an Indigenous 
research methodology that included specific ethical and practical guidelines for 
gathering, storing and sharing information with the express goal to manage and 
protect Métis knowledge for the benefit of Métis member communities. Research 
in regional and local archives, historic sites and repositories, digital and physical 
databases, and primary and secondary sources gave us confidence that Métis 
land-use, kinship patterns, and mobility networks within BC had a deep significance 
that has not been well understood. Phase II, III and IV all included extensive 
meetings within local communities, mapping inventories with individual knowledge 
keepers, and in-depth interviews with key elders and leaders.

Maps and Sources of Traditional Knowledge
We have only just begun to understand the historical and contemporary land-use, 
including hunting and harvesting practices, residential and migratory patterns, 
and spiritual and emotional connections, of self-determining Métis peoples in BC. 
The BCMFTS provided the funding and support necessary to begin structuring an 
inventory of Métis land-use and life-ways within and alongside the TMX corridor. 
Our bibliography includes relevant academic and popular literature, identifies 
academic experts and community knowledge keepers, and catalogues primary 
document collections in local, regional and national archives and we have monitored 
social, institutional and news media and attempted to map kinship relations.

However, while the current research provides a snapshot of some of the major 
economic, social and cultural considerations that may require mitigation and 
ongoing management, a much more robust inventory of knowledge is required for 
our member communities to produce informed consent.

Community Involvement and Dialogue Around Resource 
Development
The BCMFTS combined relational research, community engagement and education 
into a single comprehensive exercise. We have a renewed appreciate and respect for 
depth of knowledge and understanding that our member communities have for the 
histories and geographies of Métis/mixed-blood peoples who had lived-experience 
along the TMX corridor. Our organization and its members have used this 
opportunity to build our relational and knowledge capacity so that we not only 
understand past and present Métis land-use practices but are able to represent those 
in ways that allow for informed consent when negotiating with the Crown over the 
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impact of the TMX on Métis communities and the mitigation of its effects on Métis 
land-use.

Much more work needs to be done in order to build the capacity of our member 
communities so that they can fully enjoy the benefits of economic developments like 
the TMX as self-determining partners. BCMF leadership was heartened at the outset 
of our negotiations with Minister Sohi’s commitment to on-going consultation 
and his response to our request for a Terrestrial Study: “You asked about land-use 
studies? That’s a commitment we will deliver.” The Minister’s openness to an initial 
study in Phase Three and his assurance that our partnership would continue in 
Phase Four consultation mean that we can continue our fruitful work and continue 
to strengthen our member communities. Minister Sohi reflected on his social media 
after our meeting: “Though Phase III consultations on #TMX have successfully 
concluded, we will continue to work together with Indigenous communities to 
implement accommodations. The hard work and our partnership continues.” We 
agree with him when he stated: “trust is built on ongoing relationship.” The BCMF 
respectfully submits this Terrestrial Study as evidence that we can and will be good 
partners in the process of reconciliation.
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Right relations within the context of the TMX construction and operation cannot be 
achieved without hearing and affirming all indigenous voices.  The BCMF Terrestrial 
Study (BCMFTS) is a forward-thinking project that has specific, achievable outcomes 
with wide-ranging and significant implications for Métis/mix-blood communities 
and peoples in BC.  The study has been conducted upon the foundation of an 
Indigenous Research Methodology (IRM) that has as its primary aim indigenous 
self-determination.  In this regard, it is consistent with the most current trends in 
collaborative research that intend to establish good relations within indigenous 
communities and between indigenous nations and settler-society.  We hope that 
the cooperative approach practiced in this study will be a model in Canada for 
civil dialogue within indigenous communities and an illustration of how to create 
a shared history while negotiating each other’s distinctive pasts with honour and 
respect.  

The BCMFTS represents a knowledge partnership between historically marginalized 
Métis/mixed-ancestry communities and the Government of Canada in a movement 
towards restitution and repatriation.  For settler-society, the study provides an 
opportunity to recognize how they have contributed to a century-long history of 
injustice and an inviation to come into meaningful and lasting relations with all the 
different Métis self-determining communities in BC.  For self-determining Métis 
nations in BC, the BCMFTS is a way of repatriating their presence on the land and 
reestablishing a physical and spiritual connection to their traditional territories and 
resources, both of which have been identified as goals of reconciliation in Canada.  
Establishing the many different ways Métis people contribute to the historical and 
contemporary fabric of the region along the TMX corridor amounts to a political 
objective and a social benefit in that it allows major economic trans-national 
developments to serve as opportunities to learn of each other and to establish 
a shared sense of belonging where communities all along the corridor feel “at 
ease” and “at home”.  As knowledge partnerships established in a cooperative 
and collaborative Indigenous Research Methodology employed in this report are 
disseminated in their various forms – academic publications, cartography, oral 
presentations, community celebrations, government reports, social media blasts – it 
will enhance societal relations with diverse Métis communities as represented by 
BCMF’s membership, make known the diverse and dynamic past, present and future 
of mixed-ancestry self-determining communities, and open up avenues of learning 
about Métis ways of being.  At the risk of sounding too ambitious, the BCMFTS has 
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the potential to be the seed project that leads to a significant reconsideration of 
and transformation in Métis–settler society relations along the TMX corridor and 
beyond.

This terrestrial study presents narratives about Métis peoples’ relationship to the 
land.  In British Columbia, the denial and ignorance of Métis lived-experience on the 
land and with the resources represents 150 years of colonization and dispossession.  
The erasure of Métis history and memory along the TMX corridor amounts to a 
convenient forgetfulness, a misappropriation of the past, and a willful ignorance of 
Métis contributions to the political, economic and social context of the Province.  
Therefore, this study is part of Canada’s attempt to “reconcile” with indigenous 
peoples through repatriation, a process that starts with the recognition of their 
centuries-old relations with the land, their intimate knowledge of local geography, 
and their spiritual connection to place.   While the objective of this study is simple 
-- to facilitate indigenous participation in dialogues relating to natural resource 
development by supporting the review and update of a traditional land use study 
-- the application of an Indigenous Research Methodology allows for a more 
integrated approach to knowledge.  Its application within resource development has 
broad-ranging implications that include:  

 » creating positive, lasting and significant relations between the BCMF and its 
members, especially elders, knowledge keepers, and community leaders.

 » educating British Columbians along the TMX corridor, and in broader Canadian 
society, about the ongoing history of Métis-settler society relations in BC.

 » communicating the importance of co-existence between historically marginalized 
Métis communities in BC in a time of national ‘reconciliation’.

 » fulfilling the Government Canada’s obligations to the Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission’s 2015 recommendations on rebuilding nation-to-nation relations 
with self-determining indigenous peoples and including indigenous peoples as 
partners in national economic development.    

 » modelling the intention to honour the United Nations Declaration on the Rights 
of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP) by giving expression to calls for justice for 
indigenous peoples, specifically its directive to repudiate concepts, such as the 
Doctrine of Discovery and terra nullius, that justify European sovereignty over 
indigenous lands and peoples.  

 » encouraging a sense of identity and belonging for all Métis peoples and 
communities in British Columbia who can see their cultures linguistically and 
geographically represented on the land.

By adopting an Indigenous research methodology for this study, we take seriously 
our work to indigenize Canadian political systems so that economic development, 
like that of the TMX, can lead to a model of co-existence that is recognized on the 
land itself.  British Columbia lags behind other western provinces in Canada in its 
appreciation for and understanding of the diversity of Métis knowledge and ways 
of being. Throughout the region there are few visible representation of the many 
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unique expressions of Métis culture and no symbolism that might suggest how 
these diverse Métis communities shaped its early character and development.  Even 
within our formally recognized national historical sites, the appreciation for Métis 
history and culture is limited to borrowed representations from Red River and 
stereotypes of sashed voyageurs, ox-pulled carts, and country marriages.  There is 
little attempt to understand the deep Métis memories and histories that grew out 
of each unique location within a broader network of kin that stretched throughout 
the Pacific Northwest.  The deficit is particularly troubling considering that these 
kinds of specific denials can reinforce the cultural genocide that is identified in 
Canada’s Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC) and the United Nations 
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP).  Assisting in the 
recovery and repatriation of Métis terrestrial imprint along the pipeline corridor is 
an acknowledgment of indigenous self-determination.  

Multiple diverse and dynamic communities of Métis peoples can only become known 
in and through local knowledge partnerships with communities as is required by 
Indigenous Research Methodology.  As will be shown in Section I of this report, only 
in recent years have scholars considered the existence of self-determining Métis 
communities in BC, people groups that had little or no reference or connection 
to mixed-blood communities east of the Rocky Mountains.  Overcoming the 
stereotypes and caricatures and normative narratives is a major challenge that 
can only be addressed with purposeful research that is directly connected to the 
local populations of Métis peoples.  Even though the historical record, including 
government publications, diaries and personal records, newspaper reports, and local 
histories, is replete with references to the presence and significant influence of Métis 
communities throughout the region, little effort has been made to research and 
recover the specific past associated with centuries of Métis use and occupancy.    

To be clear, the knowledge of Métis pasts along the TMX corridor does exist.  The 
BCMF, a relatively small and young organization, is committed to engaging the 
Federal Government within the framework of cooperative, community-based 
research in order to make these histories known.  Therefore, BCMFTS research 
is, by its very nature, collaborative, ongoing, and relational.  While the archival 
records of the Hudson Bay Company or Northwest Company (eg: fur trade journals, 
fort ledgers, company directives, maps and charts, personal diaries), the Federal 
and Provincial governments (eg: Colonial land and gold rush registries, Provincial 
records of Fish and Wildlife branch), corporations (eg: Canadian Pacific Railway) and 
anthropologists (Franz Boas, Charles Hill-Tout, Diamond Jenness, Wayne Suttles) 
provide a rich source of information and possibly yield clues to the resource use and 
land occupancy of Métis along the TMX corridor, these findings must be brought 
into dialogue with localized Métis oral history and traditions.  Métis knowledge 
keepers and elders, who have a vested interest in geographic and linguistic recovery 
of their past, partnered with the BCMFTS research team, which facilitated the 
necessary relationships that lead to knowledge sharing, recovery and repatriation.  
These knowledge partnerships between BCMF and the various member communities 
is the beginning of lasting good relations as we practice and model co-existence.  
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Updating leaders, staff and elders about the project!

Community Liaison Marie March wears her sash with pride along with 
interview participant Karen Andrews.
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Built right into the research process as outlined in the Agreement between the 
Crown and the BCMF is the ongoing consent of indigenous community leaders, 
elders and knowledge keepers, regardless of external conditions including 
deadlines, institutional requirements, and funding guidelines.  Gone are the 
days when research is done “on” or “for” indigenous peoples. As Linda Tuhiwai 
Smith points out in her seminal study Decolonizing Methodologies:  Research and 
Indigenous Peoples (2012) at the very centre of any proper Indigenous Research 
Agenda is self-determination through processes that are characterized by healing, 
decolonization, mobilization and transformation (121).  Research conducted by 
representative indigenous organizations all too often mimics the homogenization, 
totalization and objectification of government authorities.  The results are 
profoundly problematic.  Our study consistently aligned the Federation’s objectives 
with the relational goals of our membership so as not to appropriate their knowledge 
for our own use and purpose.  From the outset, we envisioned the BCMFTS as a 
collaborative, cooperative and collative exercise where each community’s ownership, 
control and expression of their own knowledge was never in question.  In short, 
de-colonization is an expectation that defines the terrestrial study because the 
knowledge that has been generated, managed, and owned by community members is 
for their own use and purposes.  

As Smith points out, “By ‘naming the world’ people name their realities.” (159)  
Therefore, the BCMFTS honours and respects the oral histories of knowledge 
keepers and elders while bringing it into an on-going conversation with settler 
society historical and archival research.  Bringing Métis peoples who have had 
kinship relations to land now occupied by the TMX corridor together to share 
their understanding and meaning of place provides the opportunity to dialogue 
about the archival research and meld what is often understood as competing or 
separate forms of knowledge.  This “networking” was facilitated by Project Lead, 
Joe Desjarlais and Academic Consultant, Bruce Shelvey, along with their team 
of researchers, including Drake Henry and Angel Fisher, to build relationships, 
share knowledge, and disseminate information.  As facilitators, we coordinated 
knowledge, rather than “authored” it by negotiating institutional, academic and 
indigenous frameworks and protocols, a highly politicized activity that demanded 
constant communication and compromise as we explored new and exciting ways 
of representing co-existence and navigate through the challenges of realizing 
an Indigenous Research Agenda. Indeed, this whole project amounted to an 
on-going exploration of how a collaborative Indigenous Research Agenda that at 
its core affirms the self-determination of indigenous peoples can be negotiated 
and managed within a representative organization like the BCMF.  One of the key 
elements of a cooperative, collaborative and collative research plan is building the 
capacity of the indigenous peoples who are sharing their knowledge.  Early on we 
identified key leaders within each community and recruited them as “Community 
Liaisons” to assist us with establishing contacts within the community, arranging 
community meetings with traditional leaders, knowledge-keepers and elders, 
providing advice on appropriate community protocol, acting as facilitators and 
recorders for oral testimony, and assisting in the interpretation, translation 
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and linguistic representation of specific locations along the TMX corridor (see 
Appendix 10).  Community Liaisons connected the knowledge back into their own 
communities, gave culturally appropriate direction to knowledge-keepers, elders 
and academics, and re-established normative pathways for knowledge acquisition, 
transmission and preservation.  In effect, being involved in the BCMFTS empowered 
these local leaders to recognize, renew, and repatriate their own histories, traditions 
and geographies.  

Even though this was a terrestrial study of Métis land and resource use within the 
TMX corridor we faced a general challenge that characterizes research on Métis 
peoples, making research ethics particularly important.  Métis/mixed blood peoples 
in BC have been told for so long that their communities did not exist that some 
of our resources had to be allocated to re-educate communities about their rich 
history and to provide confidence to those that have hidden the knowledge away in 
family stories and memories that their narrative mattered and would be honoured 
and respected.  The systemic denial of the many ways of being for self-determining 
Métis communities in BC has undermined the ability of BCMF members to envision 
their past and present practice as anything but marginal or peripheral to other 
more dominant narratives, whether from established Canadian historians, or from 
nationally sanctioned Métis organizations, or from government officials.  Trust had 
to be established between individual elders, knowledge keepers and community 
leaders through clearly established research procedures, including abiding by the 
Social Sciences and Humanities Council of Canada’s guidelines for Indigenous 
Research and agreeing to full disclosure of knowledge partnerships with signing 
of a consent form (see Appendix 15).  Furthermore, we guaranteed the appropriate 
representation of individual and community knowledge with a feedback loop that 
requires the Final Report was vetted back through the communities through the 
community liaisons.  In short, the final report was completed with the consultation 
and full permission of elders, knowledge keepers and community leaders.  Any 
further publication or representation of specific community knowledge that is 
owned by an individual will only be accomplished through on-going dialogue and 
appropriate permissions.  The BCMFTS provides many opportunities to build lasting 
good relations within our Métis communities.  

The Final Report, therefore, is an initial expression of self-determining Métis 
communities whose lived histories and experiences intersect and overlap with 
the economic developments associated with the TMX.  Our goals in adopting an 
indigenous research methodology are more than that of a cultural club or another 
expression of diversity in Canada; we desire to be partners in Canada’s future.  The 
BCMFTS is a single reference point for three basic objectives:

 » the recognition of historic and contemporary self-determining Métis communities 
in BC.

 » the repatriation of the many ways of being Métis in all of its expressions, 
including self-governance and self-sufficiency.

 » the reconstitution of Crown-Métis relations in BC through a nation-to-nation 
negotiation.
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Research Trip to the University of Washington.

Planning session with leaders and knowledge keepers.
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In working together to build a stronger economic future for self-determining BCMF 
member communities, we acknowledge that there is no single roadmap or guide but 
we do know that any pathway forward must be based in locally-based, grassroots 
knowledge systems.  We are committed to responsible, relevant, respectful and 
non-coercive research that decolonizes relations within our own communities and 
between our organization and other governments and corporations.  The Final 
Report is evidence that research is a relationship and that knowledge is formed 
out of community.  And, if “our doing is intricately related to our knowing”, then 
the Report is a practice for expressing our freedom to be Métis (Kovach, 40).  The 
exercise in Métis self-determination along the TMX corridor is grounded in three 
principles:

1. Partnerships with Land, Resources and Peoples:  We are accountable to all of 
our relations and our belonging is dependent upon each other.  The relations 
expressed within the BCMFTS are fiduciary, not reciprocal (ie: a give and take), 
meaning that trust, good faith and honesty are essential for cooperative and 
collaborative outcomes.  In practical terms, we know that partnerships within 
our membership must be grounded in kinship knowledge of place and kinship 
networks of people.  The research conducted and presented in this Final Report 
is evidence that these relations exist and that they need to be encouraged and 
nurtured.

2. Protocol for Right Relations:  The BCMFTS aimed to establish practices and 
procedures, some of which may become formalized in ceremony, that ensure 
accountability and responsibility.  Knowledge in relation is always directed 
towards some purpose and therefore it is important to recognize the importance 
of representing knowledge in ways that are consistent with each Métis 
communities’ values.   Protocols are expressed in cultural metaphors of sharing, 
humour or teasing, in stories that are passed through kinship networks, and in 
Michif names and language fragments, all of which depend upon good relations.     

3. Planning and Platforms for Sustainable Futures:  To respect the knowledge 
transfer represented in the Final Report is to create responsible knowledge 
networks that have the capacity to negotiate a future that is in each 
community’s own self-interest.  The Final Report establishes a baseline, a 
reference point, from which the Government of Canada can determine the kind 
of investment needed to honour their commitment to an ongoing partnership 
with Métis communities in BC, which includes economic viability, political 
legitimacy, cultural revitalization, language recovery, community repatriation, 
and land regeneration, to name a few examples.   In practical terms, the 
approval, construction, operation and maintenance of the TMX pipeline 
offers all parties an opportunity to negotiate socially intelligent, economically 
sustainable and culturally sensitive platforms (ie: knowledge partnerships) that 
can facilitate peaceful co-existence.  For our BCMF member communities, the 
TMX accommodations allow us to make known the unique ways in which Métis 
in BC reclaim our rightful place in BC’s history and to reconstitute our relations 
with other indigenous nations and with the Government of Canada.  
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Situating our communities, their needs, and their stories as central to the BCMFTS 
has been accompanied by some significant challenges.  Indigenous research methods 
decolonize traditional power relationships and potentialize self-determination, 
especially for people groups like British Columbia’s Métis communities who have 
lacked the resources and capacity to initiate this important work, but in adopting 
it we realized the enormity of our task.  The systematic denial of the existence 
of Métis communities in BC, the rejection of our uniqueness and ways of being 
from national indigenous organizations and their provincial affiliate, the isolation 
and marginalization from not having official political standing, the lostness 
and forgetting within our community from centuries of forced assimilation and 
involuntary integration, the breakdown and disintegration of generational kinship 
networks that tie our people to the land and resources, the ignorance of Métis 
mobility patterns and the implications of this for extended territoriality, and fears 
and suspicions of other indigenous nations who see our memories and histories as 
a threat to their own interests, all have made our task more difficult.  Nevertheless, 
all of this has brought to the forefront the importance of this work and the witness 
it provides to the relationality of Métis in BC, which explicitly destabilizes simplistic 
national historical narratives and reductionist indigenous identity politics.  It has 
been our task to bead together, to use a Métis metaphor, all of the ways in which 
Métis communities have related to land, water, people and resources along the TMX 
corridor to create a coherent meaningful pattern that disrupts and intervenes into 
commonly held narratives that dominate settler-indigenous relations in Canada.  As 
a reference study, it is a site that makes inter-indigenous and Métis-Crown relations 
in BC a possibility.
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Section I: Planning 
(Recognition)
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Section I: Planning 
(Recognition)

Research on the historical lived-experience of the many ways of being Métis in 
BC reveals that self-determining mixed-blood communities existed in “British 
Columbia” prior to any assumption of administrative control by the British Crown. 
In our preliminary exploration of archives, repositories and on-line databases and 
in published primary and secondary sources indicate that self-determining Métis 
communities have longstanding kinship relations with the region’s First Nations, its 
lands and waters, and its resources. Our preliminary survey suggests that there is an 
extensive historical record of the existence of many Métis communities in the Pacific 
Northwest, a distinct population across the entire north-south corridor stretching 
from Oregon, to Washington, to the Province of British Columbia and beyond. 
Specific research on these fluid and complex mixed-ancestry/half breed identities, 
kinship networks and communities that impressed their memory on the land and 
water on or around the Trans Mountain pipeline corridor and beyond have yet to be 
fully explored and appreciated. 

The scholarly and popular historical literature on what became known as the 
Province of British Columbia has paid scant attention to the existence of Métis 
communities. Jean Barman, a leading scholar on the region’s history, summarized 
the willful ignorance of Métis peoples in her text The West Beyond the West: 
“generations of (mixed blood) men and women were simply erased from a provincial 
history [that was] being constructed in line with society’s aspirations for it.” The 
omission hides over a hundred years of partnerships formed in and through the 
interaction of newcomers and indigenous peoples, the product of which was a 
unique, pluralized, integrated society, because mixed-ancestry communities did not 
fit in progressive Canadian historical accounts, which were premised on a singular, 
pure and segregated Anglo-white narrative. A simple story of unoccupied and 
unused “virgin lands,” “old growth forests,” “pristine waterways,” and “uncharted 
territory” replaced the recognition of pre-existing aboriginal title and an act of 
“discovery” undermined indigenous agency. 

The frontiers, which became the location of transportation and resource corridors, 
made homelands inconsequential and settler-society ingenuity and technology 
became the means through which the region’s wealth was realized. Self-determined 
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Métis communities, which had placed an integral role in the region’s early history 
of European contact, could be in the background of history as representatives of a 
weaker race or as the servants of heroic explorers or traders, but in official histories 
they quickly fade from the “official record” after the fur trade or gold rush. In this 
erasure, the rich histories, traditions and practices of Métis communities both past 
and present are ignored, forgotten or lost on mainstream British Columbian society. 
When penned by settler society historians, the ethnically diverse and indigenized 
world of the Hudson Bay Company employee or the early colonial official, became a 
society emerging from the core of a “fortification.” In the place of complicated and 
flexible kinship relations that dominated the partnerships of indigenous newcomer 
interaction, they constructed a relatively simplistic narrative that centred around 
the fort and ignored indigenous territory filled with a shared economic, political 
and social history. Later, as miners and settlers arrived the bias easily translated 
into the idea that a relatively empty land that earlier Newcomers had discovered was 
free to possess, and this justified, by its very telling, the exclusion of any “others,” 
especially the Métis self-determining peoples and communities that occupied 
the land and utilized the resources but did not fit into polarized categories of 
Anglo-Canadian or Indigenous.

The established historical narrative clearly illustrates that settler society believed 
in the superiority of their perspectives and in their authorization of a past that 
legitimized their so-called “natural right” to the ownership of indigenous land and 
resources. Officers of the colony and the Crown, social pundits, priests and pastors, 
and businessmen employed a non-indigenous, and an openly hostile anti-Métis, 
history as a kind of weapon to regulate, dispossess and subjugate Métis peoples. 
Replacing Métis topologies with settler society geographies, substituting liberalisms 
laws and conventions for partnerships built on oral traditions and indigenous 
lifeways, and exchanging settler society cultural patterns for customary Métis 
ways of being led to the marginalization of Métis self-determining communities. 
Furthermore, settler society authors, politicians and officials imposed foreign, 
artificial and arbitrary identities on Métis peoples. It became possible for BC’s official 
history to ignore the reality that the fur trade existed only so long as indigenous 
societies, including a growing Métis community, functioned to accommodate it. 
As historian Jean Barman reminds us, the trading posts in the area now known 
as BC were “isolated dots within an aboriginal world.” Although some of this 
non-indigenous narrative has been increasingly contested within the academy, there 
are still very few that help us to understand the role of expansive and extensive 
Métis kinship networks in the economic and political context of colony and 
provincehood. 

Therefore, little is known of the self-determined Métis communities that occupied 
the spaces and places along the TransMountain pipeline corridor, although it is clear 
from the archival record that they did occupy and use the land in many different 
ways. Indeed, one of the great difficulties in identifying Métis communities is that 
their very way of being, including their mobility, adaptability and diversity, precludes 
simplistic genealogical, geographical or ethnogenetic origins. Self-determined Métis 
communities could be found in a specific location within a clearly defined boundary, 
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but others could not be exclusively determined by a geographical location or a 
specific relation to a land base. In any case, it appears that Métis fought to maintain 
their unique identity despite clear attempts by the settler society to use geographical 
intolerance, racism, ethnic bigotry, regional and national control, limitations on 
economic opportunity, and discriminatory policies to marginalize or exclude or 
eliminate them from an emerging homogeneous British/Canadian society. Métis 
peoples increasingly existed in what historian Daniel Francis reminds was “a society 
shot through with snobbery and bigotry” and what Patricia Roy describes in the 
context of Asian immigration as “a white man’s province.” Métis found themselves 
“betwixt and between” indigenous and newcomers social, political and economic 
orders and had to choose various strategies to adapt to a new reality. 

Research for the Terrestrial Study aims to directly address the shortcomings of the 
current established historical record. Although our funding limited our efforts to a 
reference study dedicated to locating potential sources of historical information on 
Métis peoples and communities along the TMX corridor, the BCMFTS research team 
was amazed by the richness of the past and surprised by the depth of information, 
both of which showed that Métis people and their communities have a long history 
and memory in British Columbia. We also become increasing aware that Métis 
connections are diverse, and not fixed to a place and time. Métis concepts of history, 
identity and territory made it a challenge to locate Métis people and their kinships 
networks across the whole of the Pacific Northwest. And, as Métis did not often 
preserve or record their own history in the written documents, we had to recognize 
how others, including fur traders, anthropologists, priests, government officials, 
public figures, bureaucrats, and newspaper editors, to name a few examples, viewed 
them and shaped their remembrance. Métis signifiers and identity markers changed 
over time, especially in the late 19th and 20th century, when national, provincial 
and local governments used the force of law and racialized policies to diminish 
Métis existence, ignore their rights, dispossess them from their land, limit their 
access to resources, restrict their mobility, and separate them from their kinship 
networks. As a result, we encountered many different ways and combinations that 
the contemporary general term “Métis” has been recorded in the historical literature 
in BC. Before the mid-19th century, it appears that mixed-blood peoples, either the 
product of immigration to or ethnogenesis in the region, self-identified by using the 
term “half-breed.” The term, with significant variations and hyphenations, seems to 
have been in popular usage as well. There were general descriptors like half-breed, 
mixed-blood, half-white, half-blood, breed, Métis, Métis, Metif, Les Bois Brule, 
Canadian, French Canadian, Canadian Métis, Sitcum-Siwash, Chocta, freemen, 
and creole but more often these terms included specific ethnic, occupational or 
geographical qualifiers. Ethnic designations include terms like French Half-breed, 
French Canadian Half-breed, French-Shawnee Half-breed, English-Speaking 
Half-breed, Scotch Half-breed, Iroquois Half-breed, Chinook Half-breed, half-breed 
Blackfoot, half-breed Indian, Montagnais half-breed, Cree Half-breed, Ojibway 
Half-breed, Swampy Half-breed, to name a few. Geographical descriptions included 
half-breeds at Sumas, Kamloops, Victoria, Langley, Willamette Valley, Colville, 
Frenchtown, Garden River, or Jasper House, Saskatchewan half-breed, Columbia 
half-breed, and half-breed from French Village, and occupational identifiers included 
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Angel Fisher and Drake Henry at the map table.

Vice President Rene Therrien, Secretary Joe Desjarlais, board member 
Earl Belcourt, board member Angel Fisher, Treasurer Betty Fisher and 
operational staff members Sherry Daniels and Drake Henry met with 
Honourable Minister Amarjeet Sohi.
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half-breed voyager, farmer, rancher, hunter, trapper, interpreter, guide, boatman, 
explorer, miner, fishermen, loggers, official, officer, land owner and squatter. While 
this is not an exhaustive list, the many different ways that mixed-blood peoples 
and communities were represented and how they often self-identified speaks to 
the diversity of their self-determination and the nuance required to place them in 
a social, political or economic context because of their mobility, kinship networks 
and sense of place. By the late-19th and early-20th century, however, many of 
these terms had taken on a negative connotation and more racialized language is 
utilized with terms such as half-breed Indian, half-savage, destitute half-breeds, 
pagan half-breed, immoral half-breed, illegitimate half-breed, and dangerous 
half-breed. The predominant portrayal in late 19th century/early-mid 20th century 
popular settler society accounts, whether in newspapers, books, novels or in public 
correspondence depicted “halfbreeds,” mixed bloods or Métis as exotic, deficient, 
and even inherently deviant and criminal. Métis people and communities had to 
adjust to multiple, intersecting social positionalities and appear to avoid “either-or” 
or “both-and” binary identity markers as labels like “mixed-race” or “mixed-blood” 
or “halfbreed” compelled them to negotiate and navigate multiple identified at 
different times and for different peoples. As their adaptive options became more 
restricted, they chose responses within a narrow range of options consistent with 
Métis fluid social positioning and adaptive cultural mechanisms, often either 
integration (fit in where allowed within the social framework), assimilation (hide 
Métis identity, especially if closer to the “white” spectrum) or separation (i.e.: 
existed on the economic, political and economic margins).

The BCMFTS bibliography represents sources of information that help us to 
better understand the economic, political, social and cultural context of the Métis 
lived-experience in the Pacific Northwest and along the TM pipeline corridor. While 
not an exhaustive list of archives, historic sites, experts, organizations, primary 
sources and published literature, the citations contain evidence of the many ways 
in which Métis peoples and communities existed in the Pacific Northwest, the 
Province of BC, and along the TMX corridor. The bibliography contains the relevant, 
and growing, body of published literature on the Métis experience in BC. In the 
last decade more attention has been placed on the uniqueness of the province’s 
“half-breed” populations as they formed out of the early explorations and economic 
exchange, participated in early colonial political and economic development, and 
adapted to their marginalization in the Provincial period. Much of this focus, 
including that of mainstream academics and reports of the Canadian Senate, have 
resulted from a corresponding resurgence of Métis peoples within the region but 
the full extent of self-determining Métis communities in BC is just beginning 
to be known. The bibliography also includes primary documents, the content of 
which have not been placed into any broader interpretive framework. An index of 
more readily accessible published primary sources, usually in the form of an edited 
volume of period-specific documents, includes journals from persons engaged in 
trade and commerce, reports from government officials and bureaucrats, Hansards 
from colonial and provincial legislatures, databases of statistical information, and 
studies of anthropologists, ethnologists, archaeologists and linguists. Primary 
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documents that contain valuable insights into the Métis experience in BC also exist 
within repositories such as private and public archives, academic special collections, 
government historic sites and personal family collections. The bibliography 
identifies physical and digital locations where the BCMFTS research team could 
confirm specific references were made to historic Métis peoples and communities. 
Repositories of primary documents include historical databases of newspapers and 
collections of government documents, personal papers of activists, community 
organizations and individuals, public archives and libraries such as the Library 
and Archives of Canada (LAC) and the BC Archives (BCA) and community-based 
institutions such the Glenbow Library and Archive and numerous smaller 
repositories in Prince George, Merritt, Peace River District, Kamloops, Kelowna 
and Fort Langley, to name a few locations. Special collections at the University of 
British Columbia, Washington State University, and the University of Victoria, to 
select only a few examples, also have document collections containing information 
on Métis history and memory. Indigenous organizations, such as the Union of BC 
Indian Chiefs, the Rupertsland Centre for Métis Research, the Gabriel Dumont 
Institute, and corporations, such as the Hudson’s Bay Company, Northwest company 
and Canadian Pacific Railway, and have also collected and preserved a record of 
Métis peoples and communities. Within each of these locations there are hundreds 
of specific fonds (collections of documents) and hundreds of thousands specific 
documents (letters, reports, diaries, recollections, etc.) that need to be identified 
and interpreted. The bibliography also begins to establish an inventory of experts, 
knowledge keepers, elders and indigenous leaders who have personal knowledge of 
Métis history and memory. Academic specialists, such as Jean Barman, Mike Evans, 
and Kerry Sloan, Métis historians, such as George (and Terry) Goulet and Don 
Woodcock, legal experts, such as John Borrows, Jean Teillet, and Bruce McIvor all 
have valuable contributions to make to our research. In addition, Métis community 
organizations in BC, including the BC Métis Federation, the Métis Nation of BC, 
NOVA of Surrey, Kelly Lake Métis Nation, and numerous other community-based 
non-profit cultural associations have members who hold essential information. 
Finally, a less reliable, but nevertheless important, source of information is 
personal entries on popular media outlets like Facebook, Twitter and Instagram, 
the newsfeeds, blogs and posts from National, provincial and local governments, 
indigenous organizations, corporations and companies, universities and public 
policy and research centres, and reports and articles in national, regional and 
local newspapers, and radio and television stations. Monitoring and validating the 
information coming from these ephemeral sources is an almost insurmountable 
task. 

In compiling this bibliography, we realized some of the major challenges that we 
face as we move ahead with this important research. First, the nomenclature used 
to describe mixed-blood communities is extremely diverse and that multiplicity 
changes over time. Tracking different terminology in each era was an education 
in racialization, especially when newspapers tended to report on a Métis presence 
when they supplied alcohol to “Indians,” were charged with criminal acts, or 
became the victim of unfortunate events like murder, mischief or drowning. 
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Second, information on Métis peoples and communities is dispersed across time and 
geographies, a reflection of how they operated in the margins and the in-between 
spaces of social, economic and political structures. We were more likely to find a 
major source of information in a local archive like the Rocky Mountain Rangers 
Museum and Archives in Kamloops as were in the fonds of the Library and Archives 
of Canada. These local sources, including initiatives like the Rossland Heritage 
Commission, are key to identifying material culture and physical locations that 
have historical significance to Métis ways of being in British Columbia. Third, 
the historical record is filled with misinformation on Métis communities and 
misrepresentation of mixed-blood peoples whether they are put in a positive or 
negative light. It is difficult to separate fact from fiction when novels and dime 
novels written about significant Métis places, events and people along the TMX 
corridor become part of local legend, whether talking about Métis locations like 
Tête Jaune Cache and other areas like Valemount or specific historical figures 
like “Yellowhead” are reflected in the historical record and popularized. Howard 
O’Hagan’s 1939 novel, Tay John or popular local histories like Harold Kingsmill’s 
A History of Rossland and the Trail Creek District and Ron Walker’s Old Glory 
are examples of how Métis memory and history can be distorted or warped into a 
pan-Métism that slips into cultural appropriation. Worse, perhaps, are “historical” 
novels, plays, and forms of popular culture that depict “halfbreeds” as mysterious, 
uncategorical, wild and of questionable repute. In these scenarios, Métis are often 
dupes in a familiar settler society plotline that sees any “in-between” as a kind of 
heresy or their mystic uninhibited characteristics are used as a critique of settler 
society but always ends up being a kind of blaspheme. Fourth, there is a significant 
degree of protectionism and secrecy within different Métis organizations and 
communities in BC, the product of over a century of persecution and, more recently, 
the politicization of Métis identity. Gathering knowledge about the many different 
ways of being Métis is often challenging when the over 90,000 self-identifying Métis 
people in BC can find a sense of belonging in a nationally affiliated organization 
that ties its legitimacy to “homeland Métis,” in one of the many Métis local cultural 
organizations across the province, or in an “independent” family unit that is free 
from representation. Fifth, Métis peoples and communities have faced systemic 
racism and continue to persist alongside bigotry and therefore they are hesitant 
and fearful to come “out of the background” of history. There are few places where 
Métis peoples and communities have felt the freedom to represent themselves in all 
of their diversity; it is telling that one of the few Métis newspapers that claimed to 
be “The Voice of the Métis Community in British Columbia” was the now defunct 
“Whispering Winds.” Perhaps the hesitancy to share their memory and history on 
the land in BC and with the resources along the TMX corridor is one of the reasons 
why there has been no systematic research guide that can bring some coherence to 
the many lived experiences. To our knowledge, our bibliography is the first attempt 
to create a relatively complete accounting of the Métis experience in BC. Sixth, 
Métis histories in BC have been compromised by ethnic, and in particular religious, 
prejudice. In the late-19th and the long 20th century, Métis peoples in primarily 
Anglo-protestant municipalities lived in the shadows of their communities, often 
being labelled as French-Canadian or marginalized for being Catholic. From national 
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historical sites to city web-pages, the traditional celebration of BC’s past eschews 
any accurate depiction of Métis influence or agency. If one wishes to discover how 
Métis were grounded in their community, you have to visit the local cemetery 
where grave markers provide clues to place-based identity and kinship. Church 
records, particularly the baptismal records of Catholic diocese, also provide clues, 
although little has been done to access and interpret this important document 
base. Finally, we realized early on that our research methodology needed to account 
for the adeptness of Métis adaptations to changing circumstances. Métis peoples 
acting in their own self-interest could participate in enforcing a normative colonial 
order in the 1850s as Victoria Voltigeurs, or have their activities recognized in 
sessional papers in the early provincial period, or be a part of a labour movement 
in the mid-20th century that advocated for “half-breed” concerns and issues. It is 
important to note, however, that they defied simple categorization or interpretation 
because Métis peoples and communities acted out of their own self-interest. 
Self-determination defined their lived-experience in British Columbia. 

The research agenda for the BCMF Terrestrial Study focused on identifying relevant 
sources that would enable us to accurately determine the many different ways in 
which Métis peoples and communities utilized the land and resources along the 
TMX corridor. The results of our work is largely represented in the bibliography 
but in many ways that does not accurately reflect the benefit we received from 
interviewing experts in the field, physically visiting public and personal historical 
repositories and engaging archivists and reference librarians and scouring historical 
databases and on-line primary source indexes. Our examination of the archival 
record as found in fur trade documents, journals of forts, colonial reports and 
papers, legal rulings, scientific and resource inventories, diaries and private papers, 
family correspondence, church records, ethnological studies, Royal Engineer 
records, among other sources, reveals a rich trove of knowledge that is waiting 
to be accessed and interpreted. In using self-determined Métis communities as 
the focus of our historical lens, we came to recognize how their memory and 
lived-experience punctuates the archival record. Recent scholarship by leading 
academic experts on Métis history in BC such as Jean Barman, Kerry Sloan, and 
Resina Mawani validated many of the conclusions that we found emerging from the 
primary sources that we uncovered. The general conclusions about Métis peoples 
and communities occupying and utilizing the land along the TMX corridor that 
follow below reinforce our understanding that Métis or “half-breed” people knew 
who they were and to whom they were related, and they expressed their unique 
relationship to land, resources and other people groups in ways that reflected their 
own autonomy and independence. For the sake of simplicity, we will summarize our 
findings around four periods that define the Métis lived-experience in BC: A time of 
self-determination when Métis peoples and communities co-existed alongside First 
Nations and developed kinship clusters out of the unique cross-cultural economic, 
cultural and political exchanges between indigenous and newcomer associations; 
a stage of adaptation when self-determining Métis communities responded to the 
imposed and increasingly restrictive social, political and economic orders of British 
colonization and early Canadian nationalism; a phase of discrimination when Métis 
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Community Liaison Earl Belcourt and the project team enjoying stories 
from knowledge keepers in Victoria!

Community meeting in Duncan.
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self-determination came under systemic attack by settler society governments, 
organizations and citizens, leading to their marginalization and destruction; and, 
finally, an on-going period of resurgence wherein Métis communities and peoples 
are reclaiming their history, reconstituting their communities, and reconciling their 
relations with the Crown. 

Throughout all of these four periods, we found that Métis self-determining 
communities and peoples actively managed their life-ways, identities and kinship 
relations to maintain their autonomy, sometimes in the face of much adversity and 
opposition. While we are still learning about many of the strategies and tactics that 
they employed to preserve their ability to be Métis in British Columbia, based upon 
our preliminary research and initial reading of some of the material history we can 
conclude the following with a high degree of confidence. All of these interpretations 
deserve more study and analysis in the process of reconstituting Métis memory and 
history along the TMX pipeline corridor. 

Period I - Self-Determination 
Pacific Northwest Métis Province: In the late 18th and 19th century, the Pacific 
Northwest functioned as a north-south corridor because of its marine and river 
geography, extensive indigenous trading networks, and inter-kinship relations 
between First Nations. Communities or kinship clusters of Métis peoples came 
out of the dynamic interaction of this established indigenous system through 
ethnogenesis, the result of intermarriage between newcomer men and indigenous 
women, or through immigration, the consequence of Métis communities entering 
from outside of the region. By the late 1700s there are reports of half-breed 
populations and by the early 1800s numerous “half-breed” peoples and communities 
were engaged on the land and water. The kinship networks that developed stretched 
from California to the Alaska because of the constant reciprocity of people, supplies 
and ideas moving up and down the corridor in response to economic opportunity 
or need. Complexity, fluidity, and mobility characterized these clusters, although 
Frenchtown in the Willamette Valley in Oregon Territory appears to have been 
somewhat of a cultural and political epicenter. Mixed-ancestry kinship communities 
cut across the political boundaries established by First Nations and economic lines 
imposed by corporations like the Hudson Bay Company. “Half-breed” extensive 
knowledge of the region, their rights to access the land and resources as the 
result of their relations with First Nations, their talents as interpreters, linguists, 
and diplomats enabled them to extend their influence (and, in some cases, their 
control) across the whole of the region. In sum, the preponderance of evidence 
from the historical record shows that self-determining Métis peoples helped to 
shape the economic, social, cultural and political life of the whole of the Pacific 
Northwest, including land and resources now occupied by the TMX corridor, prior 
to any declaration of authority or control by the British Crown or the American 
government. 43

BC Métis Federation Terrestrial Study Final Report



“… in 1837 the British possessions on this continent consisted of 
four provinces in the East... the remainder of the mainland was terra 
incognita to all but the savages, the Métis and the Hudson’s Bay 
Company’s officers.” The Victoria Daily Colonist. June 20, 1897.

The Daily Colonist. Internet archive, http://archive.org/stream/daily-
colonist18970620uvic/18970620#page/n0/mode/1up

Collectives of Métis Kinship Clusters: “Halfbreed” peoples in British Columbia 
constituted a heterogeneous collective of self-determining communities that 
were connected through biological (direct descent) and familial (marriage, 
adoption or association) kinship networks. Early settler society sources and Métis 
self-descriptions identify these populations as “Indian” and the original inhabitants 
of the region but separate and distinct from specific indigenous nations. In the 
fur trade society, they appear to have occupied a middle ground between the 
company and indigenous communities wherein their role as translators of ideas, 
languages and cultures was valued, a status that they transferred into prominent 
roles in early British colonial society. Mixed-ancestry clusters acted in their own 
self-interest and founded towns and cities, owned estates, ranches and farms, 
discovered minerals and facilitated their development, moved people, resources, 
material and vital information throughout the broad Pacific Northwest corridor, and 
provided a vital source of skilled labour for a developing industrial economy. The 
historical record is clear: Métis self-determining communities were not sidekicks or 
assistants to European agents of change. They asserted their own self-interest as 
freemen, families and broader kinship networks and attempted to secure a future 
in the political, economic, social and cultural transformation of the region. While 
historical analysis has concentrated on ethnogenesis from fur trade families around 
principal posts such as Fort Victoria and Fort Rupert on Vancouver island, Fort 
Langley in the Fraser valley, Fort Okanagan and Thompson River/Fort Kamloops 
in the southern interior, and Stewart’s” Lake/Fort St. James and Fort Alexandria in 
the northern interior, our research shows that the footprint of Métis communities 
may have been more expansive. Connections to the Red River or to Iroquois-French 
Canadian company men were certainly present, a long-distant network that many 
worked hard to maintain through trading communication channels, and yet 
complex, dynamic inter-relationships in specific locations created a very strong 
place-based sense of belonging. In sum, these adaptive and strategic kinship clusters 
allowed “half-breeds” to hold multiple identities at the same time, a personal and 
corporate mobility that they could attach to a place in order to make it their home 
and shape it to suit their needs. By necessity, research into kinship networks and 
clusters along the TMX corridor will include a broad inventory of genealogies and 
associations throughout the whole of the Pacific Northwest. Scholars like Kerry 
Sloan and Jean Barman have proven the effectiveness of tracing kinship structures, 
but cataloguing these intimate connections across time and space remains one of 
the most challenging, yet promising, future areas of research.
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Period II: Adaptation
Self-sufficient Métis communities: Autonomous Métis communities, grounded 
in place and determined by kinship, interacted with land and resources in what 
is now the TMX pipeline corridor and developed it to suit their own self-interest. 
The historical records show that the agency of these peoples and communities 
was key to almost every economic activity in the 19th and early 20th century. In 
the early exchange, these fluid and complex local family networks enabled Métis 
to assume roles as militia, labourers, boatmen, hunters, guides, interpreters, 
trappers and cultural and local knowledge translators, diplomats, traders and 
administrators. Once established, “halfbreed” kinship clusters developed or 
assisted in the development of mines, ranches, farms, water resources, commercial 
fisheries, traplines, logging and sawmill operations, and tourism. They adapted 
to early resource capitalism and industrialism so well that by 1891 the census 
identified over 1500 mixed-race households throughout the province, despite the 
growing prejudice and discrimination against indigenized peoples. While it appears 
that the international border, colonial and provincial policies, and regional and 
municipal regulations increasingly restricted their mobility, up until the turn 
of the 20th century Métis from across the province continued to maintain their 
kinship networks. In some cases, whether in the lower mainland or in Jasper, Métis 
kinship clusters claimed territorial or land rights based upon their occupation 
prior to any declaration of the Crown and their ongoing and interrupted use. Other 
kinship clusters did not advance their “land rights,” perhaps not wanting to be as 
“tied down” to a specific location and thus restrict their ability to practice their 
traditional lifestyles and ways of being. Métis kinship communities exercised 
their self-determination by navigating between and through different life-worlds, 
thereby enabling them to avoid colonial mechanisms or settler-society authority 
through strategies of withdrawal (peripheral regions), amalgamation (joining with 
other Métis or First Nations communities), and assimilation (fitting in). Much more 
research needs to be done on the kinds of adaptations and techniques were utilized 
to maintain their sense of belonging and attachment to place. 

Period III: Discrimination
Racialization and Marginalization: The scholarly community has only recently 
become aware of some of the ways that Métis self-determining communities were 
specifically targeted by settler-society governments in order to marginalize within 
and then remove them from the social, political, economic and cultural order in 
British Columbia. While racial discourse seems to have been a prevalent part the 
early exchanges between indigenous and non-indigenous peoples, evidence of the 
racialization of society in British Columbia can be found soon after Crown made 
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colonial declarations with the intent of bringing the region under British control. 
By 1862, colonial bureaucrats charged with the responsibility of bringing the region 
into conformity with British standards felt free to characterize “halfbreeds” as 
deceitful, treacherous, and despicable and described them as “animals” in the public 
record. Thereafter, and especially after achieving provincehood in 1871, various 
forms of racial profiling became the norm as politicians and pioneers, editors and 
educators, lawyers and laymen, pollsters and priests, attempted to undermine 
the place of Métis peoples in BC society. While it is clear that mixed-ancestry 
communities continued to exist and thrive even in growing metropolitan areas like 
“Moodyville” or “Granville,” making clear distinctions between “Indians” and a 
developing Anglo-Canadian community became a necessity for establishing white 
superiority and protecting their economic privilege and their private property. 
Research shows that national, provincial and municipal settler society governments 
took specific action to assume complete control over self-determining, self-sufficient 
and self-governing Métis communities. A turning point came in 1892, when the 
Federally appointed Superintendent for Indian Affairs in BC, Arthur Vowell, tabled 
his “Report on Halfbreeds” which identified them, established legal mechanisms to 
separate them from their indigenous kinship networks, and implemented measures 
force them to the margins of the province’s economy by disregarding their territory 
and regulating their labour. As Miwani states: “the Federal government’s decision 
to legislate the “halfbreed” as a separate legal and racial category translated into 
an erasure of identity, rights and territorial claims.” (Miwani, In Between and Out 
of Place, 69) Systemic racism and discrimination directed towards mixed-ancestry 
peoples and communities became the norm in BC. 

In 1873 Alexander G. Anderson (a concerned “private individual”) 
wrote a letter alerting the Province to the ‘serious question of 
the intercourse subsisting between certain of the settlers in the 
Province and the native women.” He explained that “a system of 
concubinage is openly carried on, unrestrained by any law. Hence a 
class of half-breed children is rapidly increasing in numbers, who, 
under the hand of illegitimacy, and deprived of all incentives to 
self-respect, will in course of time become dangerous members of the 
community.” (Hayter, Jennifer. 2017. “University of Toronto TSpace.” 
Racially “Indian,” Legally “White”: The Canadian State’s Struggles to 
Categorize the Métis, 1850-1900. November. Accessed September 21, 
2019. https://tspace.library.utoronto.ca/handle/1807/80832, P. 164)

Dispossession and Erasure: It is essential that more research be completed on 
the ways in which all levels of government specifically targeted and attacked 
self-determining “halfbreed” communities in BC. A general pattern emerges from 
the examples we did find: Once established Métis communities were racialized, 
their legitimacy and place in society was questioned and their rights and title 
undermined, then their life-ways and livelihoods were systematically marginalized 
and eventually, settler society refused to even recognize or acknowledge their 
existence. As Miwani, Hayter and Mather have illustrated in their studies of 
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mix-ancestry communities in BC, the implications of this systemic racial profiling 
of “half-breeds,” whether in Stanley Park or Grand Cache, meant loss of life, status, 
livelihoods and property. Jennifer Hayter summarizes it in this way: “the Métis 
and people of mixed ancestry were frequently connected, in official discourse, to 
illegitimacy, danger, and trouble. Perhaps it was because the state found them 
so difficult to categorize” (Hayter, 2017, p. 165). While we have only begun to 
understand the full scope of the government’s efforts to suppress Métis community 
knowledge and to quash complex kinship networks, we do know that these 
measures, both formal and informal, were designed to divide, destroy and dispossess 
a self-determining peoples in a region that, as characterized by one scholar, had 
transitioned to “a white man’s province.” 

“My substantive focus is two trials that took place between 1923 and 
1925 and which centered on competing territorial claims to Stanley 
Park, an urban park in Vancouver, British Columbia. The cases involved 
eight mixed-race families of Aboriginal and European ancestry who 
had lived on the land in question for three generations, and whose 
ancestors had been there since time immemorial. A central question 
that emerged throughout the juridical and extra-juridical discourse is 
if these people were “Indians” (or ‘squatters”) and whether they could 
make territorial claims through Native title. Through these cases I 
suggest that the current controversies over Aboriginality evident in 
Gladue and Powley are deeply rooted in colonial legal processes and 
practices that require some historical analysis.”

(Renisa Mawani, Genealogies of the Land: Aboriginality, Law, and 
Territory in Vancouver’s Stanley Park. First Published September 
1, 2005 accessed Dec 1, 2019) https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/
abs/10.1177/0964663905054907

Period IV: Resurgence
Agency, Modification and Resistance: “Métis” peoples may have been erased from 
the chronicles of BC’s history and, when mentioned, were lumped into a single 
signifier with all of its negative implications, but they did not disappear despite 
being targeted by discriminatory laws, evicted from their homes, and marginalized 
from the economic life of the Province. Initial indications from our research shows 
that self-determining Métis communities throughout the province and along the 
TMX corridor acted in their own interests and, as they had always done, and used 
their mobile livelihoods, fluid life-ways and nuanced lived-experiences to modify 
their new (racialized) reality. They directly resisted by fighting for their land and 
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Interview participant Dale Haggerty with other leaders and knowledge 
keepers at the annual general meeting.

Community Liaison Marie March with others in Kamloops.
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rights in court and through petitions to the government, they practiced a form 
of relocation by moving into low populated regions in the province (now labelled 
“Crown land”) in order to continue their way of life, and they became invisible by 
adopting Anglo-Canadian norms in order to “fit in” to workplaces, neighborhoods, 
churches and schools. It is this ability to move across boundaries and borders 
in order to keep practicing their unique ways of being, a practice which enabled 
them to survive in an antagonistic setting, that makes research during this period 
so challenging as often the preservation of Métis self-determination depended 
upon its secrecy and hiddenness. Often, the systemic racism experienced by Métis 
peoples and the corresponding shame and humiliation felt within mixed-ancestry 
communities resulted the strategy of resistance we will call “doubling,” where 
individuals split their “life” in the city from their “home” in the bush. We are just 
beginning to understand the ways in which self-determining Métis peoples used 
their cultural practices and norms to evade government control and subjection and 
all of the many ways that they exercised the choice to assert their (traditional) ways 
of life. 

“It is important to recognize that this perceived authenticity is 
premised on an inauthenticity: on a singular, homogenized, and fixed 
Aboriginal identity that does not adequately capture the complicated 
and diverse histories and experiences of First Nations communities 
in the province of British Columbia (BC).” (Mawani, Renisa. “From 
colonialism to multiculturalism? Totem poles, tourism and national 
identity in Vancouver’s Stanley Park.” ARIEL, vol. 35, no. 1-2, 2004, 
p. 31+. Accessed Dec 1, 2020) https://go.gale.com/ps/anonymous?id=-
GALE%7CA148138175&sid=googleScholar&v=2.1&it=r&linkac-
cess=abs&issn=00041327&p=LitRC&sw=w

Unlikely Allies, Unexpected Foes: Interestingly, the consequences of racialized 
government policies for Métis peoples in BC, such as systemic poverty, inadequate 
housing, and employment insecurity, made it possible for these communities to 
cooperate with others to fight against their comparative marginalization. Inclusive 
indigenous organizations like the Native Council of Canada (now the Congress of 
Aboriginal Peoples) and the Committee for Original People’s Entitlement (COPE) in 
the NWT, had a consolidating effect on Métis protest and resistance. Collaboration 
with national leaders, like Tommy Douglas, led to the support of Métis rights in 
BC at conferences, in research articles, and in the popular media. And, advocacy 
from labour organizations on Métis issues in BC, including the International 
Longshoreman’s and Warehouseman’s Union, ranged from flashpoints such as 
poverty to assertions of sovereignty. But despite calls from indigenous leaders 
such as Bill Wilson to “blaze new trails of cooperation” between all indigenous 
self-determining communities, the federal and provincial government, continued to 
deny the existence of self-determining Métis communities in BC. The resurgence of 
Métis self-determining peoples in BC surged with the repatriation of the Canadian 
constitution in 1982 where Métis were identified as aboriginal right-bearing citizens, 
because it provided the impetus for many Métis families/persons who had remained 
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hidden within the historical record to come “out of the background.” The Powley 
(2003) and Willison (2005) cases raised the profile of Métis rights in Canada and 
Métis history went from a niche academic study to a genre dominated an entire 
research agenda, but the dominant academic paradigm known as the “ethnogenesis” 
thesis, which applied genealogical criteria and economic categories to show a 
unique culture emerging in the 19th century out of the context of the Red River 
fur trade, did not align with the lived-experience of other self-determining Métis 
communities in British Columbia. And, although the Daniels decision (2013) opened 
up the possibility for other forms of Métis recognition, the politicization of Métis 
identity turned Métis history in BC into a polarized debate about identity politics. 
Outfitted with a formidable toolkit that includes “homeland” historical associations 
and archives, university endowed research Chairs, Louis Riel commemorations, and 
membership in exclusive Red River Métis political organizations, the defenders of 
the Métis homeland identity adopted exclusive terminology, restrictive definitions, 
and even geographies of erasure to limit access to “being Métis.” Over the past 
decade, academic advocates, assertive organizations, and activist lawyers have 
mobilized to restrict historical narratives that suggest the possibility of any other 
way of being Métis because they fear, as Métis activist and law professor, Paul 
Chartrand, put it in 2001, that the “new “Métis” identity reflecting a convergence 
around newly emerged interests, an identity that was formerly recognized as a 
“pan-Indian” identity … will submerge Riel’s people”

“ I had noticed that most BC residents didn’t know Métis people lived 
in the province. Until recently, even I, as a Métis person from British 
Columbia, was unaware of the long history of Métis communities in 
the Lower Mainland where I grew up, on Vancouver Island where I 
lived, or in the Thompson/Shuswap and Okanagan, where I have many 
relatives. ” – Kerry Sloan

Moving Forward: Based upon our research, it is no longer tenable to deny forms of 
Métis self-determination in British Columbia simply because they do not conform 
to the essentialism of homeland ethnogenesis and the originalism of Red River 
diaspora. Our conclusions call for a decolonized, broader, more generous, definition 
of Métis self-determination that matches the lived-experience of “halfbreed” 
communities in BC. The presenting of many ways of being Métis in the literature 
of British Columbia requires a new historical narrative of partnership that enables 
these unique communities to build the knowledge capacity to defend their 
uniqueness and renew their historical connection to the Crown, First Nations, and 
other self-determined Métis communities. In our Knowledge Partnerships, Métis 
belongingness takes its frame of reference from the diverse and dynamic nature 
of the Métis community itself and positively constructs relationships out of the 
dynamic past experiences of self-determined peoples. Because mixed-ancestry 
peoples and communities lived in shared and overlapping territory their “identity” 
was based in a self-determination that necessarily changed over time, something 
that was recognized in what one Canadian scholar has called a “chain of continual 
intercultural negotiations” that were dependent upon the “convention of consent.” 
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The reconstitution of these knowledge networks has the potential to transform the 
national historical imagination and bring lasting and sustainable change to Métis 
relations with the Canadian government, settler society, and other indigenous 
nations. 

“The diversity of experiences identifying as Métis demonstrate that 
there are distinct differences between the rigid identities that are 
constructed and expected by decision-makers and the fluid realities 
of Métis identities, thereby undermining assumptions of Métis 
identities as fixed, instrumental, passive, and power-neutral in lieu of 
poststructuralist notions of identity as constructed, fluid, incomplete, 
and thus, continuously evolving.” Gabrielle Monique Legault, ‘stories 
of contemporary Métis identity in British Columbia: “troubling” 
discourses of race, culture, and nationhood” PH. D Thesis, THE 
UNIVERSITY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA (Okanagan) November 2016, 
Abstract. 

https://open.library.ubc.ca/cIRcle/collections/ubctheses/24/
items/1.0339946

Conclusion
This reference study lays groundwork for a more expansive study that explores the 
historical and contemporary land use and resource rights of self-determining Métis 
in BC. The academic research calls for the recovery and repatriation of Métis history 
and memory on the land and water, on or around the Trans Mountain pipeline 
corridor and beyond. Fluid and complex Métis (half breed) identities, kinship 
networks and communities evolved in British Columbia and into the US corridor 
and were based on place, geography, and response to local experiences. We conclude 
based upon an initial exploration of relevant primary and secondary sources that: 

 » clearly identified and defined mixed-blood/halfbreed/Métis communities (plural) 
existed, and continue to exist, in BC. 

 » self-sufficient, self-governing and self-regulating Métis communities actively 
participated in the early development of the industrial economy in BC.

 » contested identities, loss of culture and personhood, systemic discrimination and 
persistent racism, and erasure in the official historical record contribute to the 
difficult task of recognizing, reconstituting and repatriating Métis peoples. 

 » recognizing these self-determining communities within the historical record 
and affirming them in their current contexts requires a flexible and expansive 
categorization that account for the many ways that they represent themselves. 
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The absence of Métis communities in the official historical record is not due to 
a lack of agency, of a legitimate past, or of self-awareness but rather the product 
of a prominent racial historical discourse that has ignored, misrepresented and 
misunderstood Métis self-determination. Accessing, cataloguing and inventorying 
the collective experiences of self-identified Métis peoples as it is recorded in the 
archival documents is essential as all Métis self-determining communities in British 
Columbia are to provide informed consent during the construction and ongoing 
operation and maintenance of the TMX pipeline. The historical record can help us 
build a solid foundation upon which to appropriately understand Métis self-identity 
and the careful balance needed for mutual recognition. Most importantly, if 
knowledge-based partnerships govern Métis engagement with the natural resource 
development sector, it would reinforce and allow for the appropriate organic 
expansion of existing Métis kinship networks and provide pathways to repatriation. 
On-going colonial violence, internal divisions within and between Métis 
communities, and competition between indigenous nations (First Nations, Inuit and 
Métis) all have the potential disrupt the obligation for recognition (Constitution 
Act of 1983, s.35), redress, (SCC’s Powley decision, 2003), repatriation (SCC Daniel’s 
decision, 2013), and reconciliation (Truth and Reconciliation Commission Final 
Report, 2015). However, knowledge partnerships that inform the interpretation 
of solid and reliable archival research has the potential to produce consistent 
and sound data from which to implement the commitments made by Canada as a 
signatory in 2016 to the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous 
Peoples (UNDRIP). 

“ In British Columbia… Métis people are still largely ‘ forgotten’ in 
public discourse. This may seem curious, given that primary sources 
(e.g. explorers’ diaries, church records, fur trade company records, oral 
histories) suggest Métis have had a presence in BC for at least 200 years, 
and the most recently published national census (2006) documents over 
59,000 people in the province who identify as Métis. ” – Kerry Sloan
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Section II: Sites 
(Kinship Relations)
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Section II: Sites 
(Kinship Relations)

Self-determining Métis communities utilized the land and resources along the 
TMX corridor and their lived-experience informs the province’s history. The maps 
and associated knowledge of contemporary land and resource use reveals that 
Métis social mobility and cultural adaptability made it possible for mixed-ancestry 
communities to maintain their traditional locations despite being dispersed across 
the province. It was possible for Métis peoples and communities to live in one space 
and harvest in another, thereby maintaining an intimate knowledge of people and 
place. The community gatherings, knowledge-keeper mapping exercise, and elder 
interviews provide only a fragment of the kind of lived-experience that is held by 
our membership but they do illustrate well that Métis peoples have an intimate 
knowledge of the land, utilize the resource on the land to sustain traditional 
ways of life, understand yearly patterns and seasonal movements and of wildlife, 
and maintain kinship networks that pass knowledge across generations. Specific 
harvesting grounds, place names, geographic regions, family narratives, physical 
artefacts like traplines, cabins and trails, all speak to Métis agency along the 
corridor. 

While persistent social marginalization, systemic political racialization and 
damaging cultural discrimination has shuttered most of these histories behind 
windows of secrecy, Métis peoples, whether from established kinship networks in 
BC or from extended families from the Prairies, use their mobility, anonymity, and 
adaptability to maintain their traditional locations and lifeways. 

Community Knowledge
Métis stories and traditions are at the heart of our community’s agency and as they 
are shared with each other they empower us to understand the layers of meaning 
associated with our place and purpose in British Columbia. Although our history 
and memory has often been associated with shaming, deprivation, ostracism, and/or 
deficiency, we witnessed a reawakening of our collective confidence as we gathered 
in community meetings across the province to tell our place-based stories and share 
our rich and diverse lifeways. In allowing space for our oral traditions to be exercised 
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and practiced, we come to understand again that we belong in this province, that we 
have an extensive lived-experience in the region, and that for generations we have 
formed deep kinship relations with the land. Our stories disrupt standard Canadian 
metanarratives that assert Métis peoples did not exist in BC, or, if they did exist, 
that we were “interlopers” or “squatters” in an otherwise First Nations or settler 
society. The inclusion of the stories of self-determining Métis communities make 
claims upon the land and resources by providing empirical “evidence” for use and 
occupation, and, more importantly, by culturally constituting the past in a way that 
intimately connects Métis peoples to their traditional territories along the TMX 
corridor and beyond. 

The meetings illustrated well the considerable challenges that need to be managed 
in order access Métis history in BC. Our community members have experienced 
marginalization within settler society and aggressive repudiation by First Nations, 
both of which have led to insecurity, confusion, and fear. We applaud those 
courageous members who exercised their agency and, even with a highly politicized 
environmental issue like pipeline development, willingly shared their stories, 
songs and traditions, reminding us of the possibility of a richer, culturally-layered 
and nuanced historical representation of British Columbia. As Métis names are 
recognized on the land, as specific geographical locations over a broad region are 
connected to Métis stories and song, and as Métis perceptions and meanings inform 
documented events, the Land and Life team began to appreciate the depth and 
breadth of our kinship relations along the TMX corridor. Community meetings in 
Kelowna (October 7, 2019) led by Project Lead, Joe Desjarlais, Terrace (November 4, 
2019 and February 8, 2019) organized by Elizabeth Pearce, Clearwater (November 
16, 2019) facilitated by Liaison Cindy Wigosh , Victoria (November 23, 2019) with 
the help of Liaison Earl Belcourt, Surrey (December 7, 2019 and February 29, 2020) 
organized by Liaison Derrick Whiteskycloud and Joe Desjarlais, Duncan (February 
15, 2020) planned by Earl Belcourt, and Kamloops (March 7, 2020) coordinated by 
Liaison Marie March, gave hundreds of our members and their kinship relations 
a supportive environment within which they could recognize the wealth of 
their stories, share their knowledge with others, and to celebrate their culture. 
Notwithstanding the protests and picketing by environmental groups, the worries 
about personal confrontations from other Métis organizations, and rejections and 
rebukes from First Nations, members genuinely engaged with the Land and Life 
Study and offered their insights on Métis activities along the corridor. From all of 
our conversations, we learned that kinship networks with people and land existed 
and continue to exist throughout the province. It also seems that tight-knit kinship 
clusters of the 19th and early 20th centuries were replaced by more “ethnic-based” 
relations in the mid to late 20th and 21st century, although the former relational 
structures have never been completely erased. In recent years, accessing “Métis” 
harvesting grounds has become a matter of knowing a mixed-ancestry individual 
who had familiarity with a region or resource, and often includes asking permission 
from a local First Nation. Loose kinship clusters continued to function but they were 
broadened to include mixed-ancestry diaspora from all over Canada and the Pacific 
Northwest. Particularly problematic for some traditional family groupings in BC 

55

BC Métis Federation Terrestrial Study Final ReportSection II: Sites (Kinship Relations)



has been the imposition of a single definition of “homeland” Métis whereby their 
history and memory is systematically excluded and not recognized. Thus, the extent 
to which self-determining Métis communities continue to exercise their rights to 
their traditional hunting and gathering grounds along the TMX corridor is often 
determined by political, social, economic and cultural factors that are beyond the 
control of self-determining communities. 

Mapping Exercise 
Representing Métis land-use and resource harvesting as detailed by participants 
meant providing a spatially intelligent, yet visceral, recording system. Our 
“hands-on” approach suited the desire of many of the elders to interact with a 
topographical map of the TMX corridor and also to view their information as it 
appeared on the map. Encouraging knowledge-keepers to pin-point regions on 
a physical map proved to be an engaging way to elicit history and memory, and 
gathering qualitative data to support these specific identifiers invited informants 
to consider a variety of ways in which they had interacted with the land, water 
and resources. Our data collection amounted to a rudimentary Geographic 
Information System where community members would examine large-scale maps 
of each segment of the TransMountain Expansion Project (TMX) pipeline and 
physically mark specified areas of interest using push pins. By using the community 
meetings as a launching pad for this exercise, the Land and Life team were able 
to assist participants, especially elders, plot the map by working through a short 
questionnaire (see Appendix 7), with specific people, places and purposes being 
identified. For example, hunting was labelled as activity (A), and fishing would be 
labelled as (E). Each participant was assigned a number so that their specific identity 
could remain separate from the activity and locations as required by our ethical 
guidelines for oral history research. The short forms were collected by the research 
assistants after the map interaction and were transferred onto larger electronic 
maps, which are included in this report below. We did have some prior knowledge 
of Métis activity along the corridor but all of the locations on the knowledge-keeper 
map, including 43 hunting areas, 24 fishing sites, 41 gathering regions, and 
numerous cultural and sacred locations, had not been previously catalogued. It is 
also important to note that in the short, anonymous summaries below that the maps 
represent only contemporary community knowledge; future studies could include 
historical geographical information system maps that identify use and occupancy as 
found in the archival record. 

Segment 3 of the Trans Mountain pipeline crosses over from Alberta into the eastern 
part of British Columbia. Most certainly, the provincial border is an artificial division 
and Métis land use was not restricted to one side or the other but for the purposes 
of this study we limited our presentation of data to BC. Around the Valemount 
area, activities such as hunting, large animal habitats, gathering, spiritual sites, 
and camping areas were identified. Hunters would typically gather moose or elk 
during the fall and winter seasons. Interestingly, wild or feral horses roamed in this 
area near Logan Lake but sightings have not been as frequent over the past few 

56

Section II: Sites (Kinship Relations)



TransMountain Expansion Project Segment 3.

TransMountain Expansion Project Segment 4.
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TransMountain Expansion Project Segment 5.

TransMountain Expansion Project Segment 6.
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years. Some Métis community members would gather apples, saskatoon berries, and 
salmon berries in the Valemount and Albreda areas. One member described how 
they would gather timber all the way from Cedarside and move south along highway 
5 and would stay in shared logging cabins or camp along the way. One spiritual site 
was described by a community member near Rearguard station. 

From the members that participated in the mapping exercise, Segment 4 of the 
TMX pipeline corridor is the most active region for Métis land and resource use. 
According to our findings, well over 40 community members identified key sites and 
resources utilized by Métis people and communities, including hunting, fishing, 
large and small animal habitats, trap lines, gathering grounds, medicines, camping, 
landmarks, and spiritual sites. The Blue River and Avola areas were identified as 
having key gathering, hunting, and fishing sites. Some of the materials gathered 
were Saskatoon berries, chokecherries, and blackberries, traditional medicines such 
as “hooshum” and wild mushrooms, as well as wood and spring water. A specific 
Métis gravesite was identified near Avola. Trout fishing and salmon harvesting as 
well as berry and root gathering grounds were mentioned around McMurphy and 
Vavenby. In the Clearwater district, one of the most active areas in this study, Métis 
actively hunt elk, moose and deer, and one trap line is in existence. Regarding 
animal habitats, one bird watching site was identified and a few salt licks that were 
used by elk were pointed out by community members. Many community members 
also fish in the river that runs through Clearwater, and some spawning areas were 
found. The Clearwater area saw a lot gathering activity; many members of the 
community rely on the land to gather foods, medicines, and other resources. Métis 
people from the Clearwater area frequently travel into the Wells Gray Provincial 
park, or just locally known as “the Park.” Hunting usually occurs in the late Fall and 
winter and gathering happens throughout the entire year, although most berries 
are gathered in the spring and summer and are baked into pies, or preserved to 
make jams, or frozen for consumption later in the year. Métis community members 
camp, hunt, and fish northwest from the Clearwater area near Mahood Falls and 
Clearwater Lake. One cabin was identified as a type of “shared” living space that 
was used years ago when hunting was more popular and necessary for survival in 
the area. Métis hunters could hunt either near Mahood Falls or in the northern areas 
of “the Park” and could spend the night in a hidden cabin that only the hunters 
knew about. The older members that described this cabin do not know if it is in use 
anymore or if it has been destroyed over the years. The Blackpool area contains an 
archaeological site, a cave with paintings or old aboriginal artifacts that may also 
be related to Métis, according to a community member. At Little Fort, Métis peoples 
harvest large and small animals, including deer, foxes and coyotes. Birds, especially 
eagles, are “counted” in February, while grouse are harvested in winter. A cultural 
site known locally as “Indian Rock” is a place of self-reflection, meditation, and 
cultural connection. 
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TransMountain Expansion Project Segment 7.

The Land and Life team sharing information in the lower mainland (Surrey) 
community.
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Darfield-Black Pines Segment 
The Darfield map did not receive a lot of land use information in this survey, 
however some areas including gathering sites, cabins, and gravesites were 
recognized. South of Little Fort, a camping site was identified along Dunn Lake. One 
gathering site of spring water was found near Darfield. There is a gravesite south of 
the Darfield area near Chinook Cove. 

Segment 5 covers such a large area of BC and contains many active Métis harvesting 
and land-use sites. In the Black Pines area, a participant described where they 
collected traditional medicines, but the specific plants were not named. Going 
south towards Kelowna, a lot of fishing sites were identified along the Thompson 
river and hunting activity is common. The fishing would usually occur in the 
summer, as described by a participant, and common fish caught were rainbow trout 
and whitefish. Gathering is commonplace with Métis peoples harvesting berries, 
vegetables, mushrooms, and rocks. One member harvested small “spiritual animals” 
and wood in this region for use in healing ceremonies. Similarly, Métis are active 
hunters, fishers and gatherers in the Kamloops region. A cultural site was also found 
on the outskirts of Merritt and all along Highway 5 to Hope Métis people actively 
fish for rainbow trout and sockeye salmon and hunt for deer, elk, moose and bear. 
Around Wahleach, Métis gathered berries and hunted and one informant identified 
a prominent fishing site. The lower mainland had few Métis harvesting regions, 
although one fishing hole was mentioned in Mission and pathways and trails were 
identified in Richmond and on the coast near Horseshoe Bay. 

There was a surprising lack of Métis land use and harvesting recorded for Segment 6 
and Segment 7 of the TMX corridor. Although it appears that hunting and gathering 
grounds, fishing holes and cultural sites were present, the members that participated 
in the study did not identify a large number of places in this region. Activities like 
fishing near Burrard Inlet, gathering in New Westminster, and culturally significant 
sites at Burnaby Lake populate the map. 

Elder/Knowledge Keeper Interviews
The mapping exercise provided a broad overview of some of the Métis activity on 
the land along the TMX corridor but it is important to note that a deeper history 
and memory also exists. The ten elder and knowledge keeper interviews that we 
conducted out of the mapping exercise illustrate, in ways that pins on a map do 
not, that Métis oral histories can help us to learn about self-determined Métis 
communities in British Columbia and how they continued to function in a variety 
of forms. These interviews empower Métis peoples to tell their story in their own 
right and yet one can easily see their reticence to or inexperience in identifying 
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their unique “ways of being” in their everyday life. When asked to focus on the TMX 
corridor, for example, some elders struggled to recognize the connection between 
their own Métis personhood and a story of earlier connections to a community, 
a way of life, or an expression of identity (say a particular harvesting technique). 
Some themes that ran through most of the interviews include: continued use and 
occupancy of land and resources; mobility and a vast mental geography; economic 
integration and vital role within BC’s resource economy; importance of hunting 
territory and gathering grounds; the organic, family practice of Métis ways of being, 
and the loss of or limitations on harvesting methods, techniques and traditions. 
This small sampling of the oral history of elders provides a meaningful starting 
point for us to set out our own priorities and to tell our own stories in ways that 
assert our self-determination. It is important to note that the data collected in the 
mapping exercise is consistent with the more detailed oral testimony of the elders. A 
list of the elders who participated in this study includes: 

 » Karen Andrews of Prince George, BC interviewed on March 8, 2020.
 » Frank Desjarlais of Maple Ridge, BC interviewed on March 5, 2020.
 » Paul Gilles of Kamloops, BC interviewed on May 7, 2020.
 » Dale Haggerty of Vavenby, BC interviewed on April 18, 2020.
 » Doug (Bud) Jenkins of Clearwater, BC interviewed on April 22, 2020.
 » Reo Joubert of Clearwater, BC interviewed on April 21, 2020.
 » Dan LaFrance of Duncan, BC interviewed on April 7, 2020.
 » Jack McDonald of Victoria, BC interviewed on April 8, 2020.
 » Sheila Nyman of Clearwater, BC interviewed on April 24, 2020. 
 » Charles Henry Pollard of Vavenby, BC interviewed on April 20, 2020.

Most of the elders talked about Métis ways of life as being defined by continued use 
and occupancy of the land and resources in, along and around the TMX corridor. 
It is clear that an ongoing connection to the land is important for sustaining Métis 
traditions and lifeways. A few examples are:

“ … there’s Métis families all along that corridor that continue to hunt and 
harvest, but myself I have my own trap line very close to that corridor. We 
harvested moose, deer, fish, it was north of Kamloops. In the historical 
sense, up in the Jasper area, a very dear friend of mine, Frank Camp, he 
was born and raised in that area. It was close to the Jasper/ Banff National 
Park area. I spent a lot of time with Frank, and he told me a lot of oral 
history of gathering food and hunting moose, deer, goats, elk, fishing. He 
used to gather most of his fish in that part of the country. As the corridor 
comes down, I know numerous Métis families that continue to this day that 
gather their sustenance. ” – Dan LaFrance

“ Wherever there’s a watershed there’s fish. And where there’s fish, Métis 
are going to fish there, they’ve done it for years … It’s for sustenance and 
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commercial. It’s also spiritual in a sense, and how they [Métis] relate food 
bearing sustenance that they gather … some of them for reasons are kept 
secret. There’s quite a few. These spawning area locations have been 
passed down for ages. ” – Paul Gilles

“ In that corridor I’ve hunted in Williams Lake for moose. I’ve hunted in 
Quesnel for moose, I mostly hunt moose I don’t hunt deer anymore. I’ve 
hunted for elk in the Princeton area, in my younger days I used to hunt as 
far up as Pink Mountain way up near the Alaska highway, 90 miles north 
of Fort St. John, used to hunt there a lot. Uncle Jerry and I would hunt 
in Cranbrook, we hunted near that area in 1971 for elk, moose, and deer 
then, and were very successful there until about 10 years ago. After that 
everyone ‘petered’ off or past on, we don’t go there anymore. ” – Frank 
Desjarlais

“ The Tête Jaune Cache was a Métis settlement years and years ago. 
Tête-Jaune was an Iroquois Métis person that opened up the Yellowhead 
Trail. He had a cache there to store his food safely. Eventually it was a 
thriving community since paddlers would come up the river there … In our 
particular family, we’re related to the ‘Caraguntys,’ and Louis Caragunty 
was known as Tête Jaune Cache. So, a lot of my family members lived in 
that area since it was a big Métis settlement. They helped a lot with the 
HBC and the Northwest Company, and everyone there worked for them. 
Just look at who was named after Tête Jaune Cache, who our family says 
was a part of our family heritage … If you look at the Yellowhead Trail 
where it opens up. He traveled down that Fraser River all the way from 
Jasper House to Tête Jaune Cache, where he stored his cache. After they 
opened up Yellowhead Pass. That was a very wide corridor that was used 
by fur traders and Métis explores coming down that corridor, of which was 
opened up by Tête Jaune Cache. So that whole corridor, from Jasper House 
to Mount Robson to Tête Jaune Cache to Valemont, that was where all the 
traders and shipping lanes were used … to us and our particular family 
Tête Jaune Cache is a very sacred place for us. Our ancestors played a 
large role in the fur trade in BC. So for us it means a lot, and we consider 
that a spiritual place. If you’ve ever been up there, you’re surrounded by 
beautiful trees and animals and that’s where our spirit and cultural comes 
from. ” – Jack McDonald

“ … some people [Métis] hunt from Jasper to Kamloops to Williams lake, 
even to Salmon arm. That’s their traditional hunting grounds. ” – Doug 
Jenkins

The elders valued mobility but at the same time their vast knowledge of the land 
along the corridor enabled them to read the land in order to harvest resources 
effectively. A few examples: 
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“ I paid really close attentions to animals that were to my personal benefit 
of the trapping. But they’re also a feed source, down to the small rabbits 
and squirrels. So, what we found was that between North west of little fort 
down towards Kamloops, something that was essential to small animal 
life were beaver ponds. The animals seem to move on and into different 
areas, but I was very well a where of my surroundings to make sure I knew 
what I was doing and what I was gathering. So we paid close attention to 
that. There were certain areas that the animals would gravitate to lower 
elevations if there was a large snow that year and cause the animals to 
move further into the lower parts of the TMX corridor. Again there were 
other things that came into play. Logging increased the rabbit population, 
which would bring more lynx into the area. So you had to pay attention 
to what was going on … As a Métis trapper, I’d really monitor everything, 
right down to the squirrels. That way you could adjust your activities 
according to the seasons. ” – Dan LaFrance

“ When I lived there [North of Kamloops], I was 28 years old then. I moved 
there with the family, and we used to go up there in the wintertime and we 
would encounter all these animals, moose and deer, that would migrate 
through the corridor. ” – Frank Desjarlais

“ I’ve never hunted in the Park [Wells Gray Park] since I had no intentions 
of going there. I’ve hunted everywhere in BC, and looking the map you gave 
me. I hunted moose from 1972-1999 in the North Thompson. I trapped in 
‘Atlen’ BC in 1954-55. In Prince George, I hunted in ‘54-59, mainly moose 
and bear. I covered this province pretty well from one end to the other in 
terms of hunting. ” – Chuck Pollard

“ My grandmother used to collect mosses and herbs for medicines and 
knew all the locations up between Jasper, the Cache, and Valemount. She 
also collected wildflowers, things like that … Yeah, so a lot of the medicinal 
stuff, she used herbs for that. If you took the pebbles off the flowers she 
would use those for artistic design on her moccasins. She would sometimes 
brew herbal teas for us. She would gather dandelions, wildflowers, grass 
stems, bark; yeah, she used everything. ” – Jack McDonald

“ … we pick a lot of berries along the Wells Grey Park road, and we go 
up to camp ‘two road’ and we pick in there. Around Blue River there’s 
some blueberries down there … [we use them] For fruit and for filling pies 
mostly. We also can some and during the winter we freeze some. We also 
freeze and store hooshum berries and juice them in the winter. And there’s 
some cherries around here, we make boil the cherries and make them into 
a syrup, same with the Saskatoon berries too. ” – Doug Jenkins 

Most of the elders talked about their integration into BC’s economy and the vital role 
that Métis people played in the natural resource sector. 
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“ Both of my great, great, great grandfathers were wagon masters, and 
would carry supplies. They would also carry people. I remember one story, 
a German person moved to the Okanagan area and married an Indian 
woman. This couple were hired by my great, great grandfather and that’s 
how he would transport kids and teachers to and from schools. My great 
grandmother would also deliver babies all throughout the province. There’s 
lots of little stories like that. ” – Sheila Nyman

“ So what happened to our particular family is that once the hunting and 
fishing dried up they lost those cultural skills. So, then they started logging 
and harvesting trees to making a living and support their families … The 
whole Valemount-Cache area was very popular for logging and the logging 
companies hired a lot of Métis people. You needed the wood to keep your 
home warm from burning it … the Cache was a very popular place. It had 
a population of about 3000 people and a lot of the people there were Métis 
but they worked for different companies and also hunting and trapping. Of 
course, Valemount, families lived there as well because of the logging and 
the big money they could make. So a lot of Métis live there now. ” – Jack 
McDonald

“ In our family we moved along where the work was. We moved from 
the Valemount and Cache area down the highway to Kamloops looking 
for logging work. Eventually moving down to Fort Langley and New 
Westminster and then of course to the island here; all related to the 
forestry industry since you moved where the employment was. But 
everywhere you went there were Métis people. I lived in Port Alberni 
here for a number of years and there’s a strong community there, even 
some from the Prairies. They all came here for the forestry industry 
opportunities as well. And they had dances, parades, a lot of cultural 
activates. A lot of Métis communities on the Island here continue to 
thrive. I know it’s not on the corridor but we all ended up here. ” – Jack 
McDonald

“ In the old days in Barriere, a Métis guy started his own lumber mill. He 
actually even wrote a book about it. There’s a lot of people that go in the 
back and go get their own wood, though now a days you give most of it to 
the government. But there’s some people up there that are entrepreneurs, 
but not in the mining industry because of the regulations. I think I have 
the book of that gentleman somewhere here but that’s all I know about 
that. Again though, a lot of the Métis people don’t go into other people’s 
business because they don’t want things to change and are scared of 
change. He could have possible First Nation’s status, but he probably was 
a half breed logger. Here’s the book, it’s called  ‘[Chiefly Logger:] The Warm 
and Witty Story of a British Columbia Half-Breed Logger’.  He talks about 
himself and all the rivers and the Canadian Pacific Railway. ” – Dale 
Haggerty
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While many elders and their families had moved away from their primary, 
traditional harvesting territories they continue to reference the TMX corridor as an 
important harvesting and gathering territory. Some examples: 

“ The loggers started taking away winter grounds, and the animals would 
need those grounds for minerals. You could almost set your clock on when 
they would start to migrate, and there’s be a point where a certain amount 
of those animals would head from the higher points to the Thompson river, 
or they would move towards the Fraser river. Interestingly the majority of 
the deer seemed to move more towards the Fraser, and the moose seemed 
to gravitate toward a specific plateau near the Fraser river at first. Then 
the moose would head towards the Thompson river. ” – Dan LaFrance

“ But for myself, just being on the land is very spiritual for me and it’s 
how I connect to my culture. As for other families, they all have their own 
beliefs and practices, but that’s not to say there’s no similarities between 
everyone. I know that for my family I’ve handed down my practices down 
to my boys, which came from myself and my father. And they’re now in 
their early 40’s and handing down my knowledge to them. Being connected 
to the land is very important … It’s hard to explain because it’s in 
you. ” – Dan LaFrance

“ Well they would hunt moose, deer, and at one time my mom told me they 
would hunt elk. They would hunt for food and would harvest hides to make 
garments and clothing. Mom remembers garments and moccasins being 
made with tanned moose hide. ” – Sheila Nyman

“ So we also do a lot of grouse hunting in the Valemount area. There’s tons 
of birds around there; but we only harvested grouse. If you go anywhere 
along that corridor, there’s tons of places along the river to see animals 
feeding and nesting … A lot of the trapping we did would’ve been in the 
Valemount area and the Tête Jaune Cache, which is about 20 km away 
from Valemount because of all the mountains around there. My uncle had 
a trapline out there and my dad would go up with him and trap. The other 
thing is that we had some conflict with the local north Thompson Indian 
band as they claimed that land but we only used that land to collect food 
for our families, so we didn’t have a lot of issues with them. ” – Jack 
McDonald

The oral history of elders stressed the personal responsibility of Métis peoples 
to each other, even if these kinship relations have lessened over time. Sharing, 
generosity, collective obligations, all point towards the various ways in which the 
accessing the resources of the TMX corridor is an extension of “family.”

“ We would harvest our moose and divide it up between different families. 
So if you wanted to call it a collective it kind of was, but it wasn’t really 
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advertised … The last moose we took off my trapline in that area, we 
donated the moose to the First Nations and in turn would give it to the 
elders that would make moccasins and all that. None of the animals 
that I know of were wasted, we would try to use all of the animal that we 
harvested. In that respect I guess it was honoring the animal as it gave its 
life to sustain you. ” – Dan LaFrance

“ The Métis are really resourceful at using what they have before them; 
we’re adaptable people. I was very fortunate to have a trap line in northern 
BC, and my family and I would fly into north of Smithers and use it. Moose 
was a very sustainable animal for us to make moccasins and things like 
that. Further south where I had a trapline on the Bonaparte, I leased a 
trap line off the First Nations, the historic Creek Indian band. It was a 
great trap line and we raised a family out there. The main animal for us 
was moose, one moose could feed your family and then some. And that was 
culturally important for me. The moose to my family is a well-respected 
cultural animal. Some people might not understand this, but even when 
I harvest a moose, I will be eating its last meal. I’ll eat it and thank the 
creator for that animal giving its life to sustain my family. The last moose 
I took off my trapline fed 7 families, so moose are very significant to 
me. ” – Dan LaFrance

“ My grandmother taught us how to use every part of the animal that 
we hunted and harvested. We used the hide and ate the meat. We used 
everything together, we never believed in wasting any part of the animals. 
The ladies would tan the hides, we did everything. ” – Jack McDonald

“ A lot of people say that Métis have rights to go fish for harvesting 
anytime they want, but I don’t think that’s the case up here. I think people 
mainly follow the regulations; people usually fish around September, they 
don’t go during spawning times. I’ve been up fishing for a while but people 
follow the rags usually. If it’s from September to February, then that’s 
the time people would do their harvesting. First Nations people though.. 
I’m not too sure about how it works for them. If you have your card, 
then you can go hunt and fish in the back. And I know they do because 
they’ve invited me to go with them and harvest with them. And that’s 
the important thing. People are hunting to survive and not for trophy 
hunting. Hunters here are getting frustrated over the regulations over the 
game, they they’re going up north to Prince George and 100-mile house to 
hunt. ” – Dale Haggerty

In the oral interviews, most of the elders relayed stories about or commented on 
the loss of traditions or the negative impact of restrictions on their ways of life. 
Examples from the interviews are: 

“ And the TMX corridor runs very, very close to Bonaparte lake. It runs 
east-west and loaded with tons of fish. But there’s hundreds of little lakes 
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and ponds. That’s one of the challenges though. A logging or a mining 
company might come in and not pay attention to the environment and how 
things are working together. Such as the wildlife and the fish. If they took 
away a food source from the beaver, well then, the beaver doesn’t dam up 
there and that impacts every species out there. ” – Dan LaFrance

“ My great great grandmother, my great grandmother and my grandmother 
were alive when I was born. I’m told that my relatives had been evicted 
from Jasper area many many years ago. ” – Karen Andrews

“ In the old days, berries were used as a dye; they used to make it for 
pemmican or make jams. Berries are often overlooked. They’re also very 
important for birds and other small animals. ” – Paul Gilles

“ Oh all along the entire corridor, there’s soap berries, ‘soapallalys.’ They 
are medicines but it’s also a treat. There’s Huckleberries, Saskatoon 
berries too … Soap berries are canned, and having them fresh is more of 
a modern thing. Now a days were freezing them, making pies and jams 
… All the way through where it grows in the corridor, there’s something 
called ‘Labrador tea.’ Métis make a medicine tea out of that plant. Juniper, 
cedar, and pitch from pine trees. There’s also certain ferns and ‘Chaga,’ 
it’s a type of mushroom. There’s also a ‘pine tree mushroom’ that’s used 
as a medicine, and as a protectant in homes. I don’t know as much as 
medicines as I’d like to know; my aunts knew more. ” – Sheila Nyman

“ Back in the 60’s, people didn’t want to admit they were Métis. Then 
some years back they found out they could hunt using their status cards 
without buying a license. All of a sudden, all these Métis come out of the 
woodwork. They didn’t want to admit it until they got something for free. 
And, when that happened, I was really pissed off. I would always admit I 
was a Métis and never ashamed of it. ” – Chuck Pollard

“ I’m going to be honest, a lot of people don’t talk about their practices 
because they’re scared of persecution from others. And, a lot of the older 
people are starting to die off so some of them are talking more … you talk 
to some Métis families out here, once they get to know you, they’ll start 
to tell you how they would berry pick or how they would gather herbs. But 
people don’t want to talk openly anymore. They discovered a village that 
had been moved, and arrowheads and artifacts were found back there. 
That village was told to move because they don’t want that stuff near their 
towns. ” – Dale Haggerty

“ As far as I know, Métis were trying to hide from the persecution of the 
governments … If you were called a half breed or had ties to them, then 
you weren’t welcome. They would just assimilate with the community and 
if they had a family talent, like beading, they kept it within their families. 
In my area, if people agreed to say it’s ok to practice Métis culture, at least 
50 families would come forward. But no one wants to admit it. The Métis 
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We were having our breakast and 2 grizzlies decided to come in our camp. I 
had shot a deer the night before, hung it on a hangpole, and without even 
noticing that we were there, they walked right by us and went right for 
the deer and ripped the deer in half and took it away! – Frank Desjarlais, 
interview participant.
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families here were also all here way before I came to the area … My mom 
never told us stories to be honest. She was in residential schools, so she 
never wanted to talk about her past. We were assimilated kids, the stories 
we grew up with were never told to us by our mother. I grew up in Burnaby, 
and she never told us that we were Métis. She used to make bannock and 
we thought it was an olden Prairie thing. But she didn’t call it that, she 
called it baking powder biscuits. She would also fry up fry-bread but called 
it doughnuts. That’s the way we grew up. We just never knew. My uncle 
Joe, who was Métis, he lived in Kamloops. We never heard stories about 
what was going on in the Prairies, things were always hush hush. I wish 
my mom could reveal some of the stuff we went through, but mom’s gone 
now. And she took all of her secrets with her. ” – Dale Haggerty 

Conclusion
The research that came out of the community meetings, the mapping exercise 
and the elder interviews is an indication of the rich Métis history along the TMX 
corridor. As we continue to establish trust through the knowledge partnerships, 
especially with the invaluable work done by the Community Liaisons, we anticipate 
that we will come to understand better the expansive kinship networks that shaped 
Métis lifeways. It is evident that much more research and scholarship needs to be 
done on the oral traditions of Métis peoples in order to reveal how they maintained 
their sense of belonging during the 20th century and into this new century. As 
the Standing Senate Committee on Aboriginal Peoples report in 2013 entitled 
“The People Who Own Themselves”: Recognition of Métis Identity in Canada” 
stated: “Despite their rich history, the committee heard that official records of 
Métis in the Pacific Northwest are few compared to other parts of Canada.” Their 
recommendation: In light of the evolving understanding of the Métis and their 
relationship to the Crown in BC, Métis organizations and communities should be 
empowered to identify relevant historical documentation on the Métis, including 
documents held by government departments, and to make this data readily 
accessible. In addition, the report proposes an appropriately resourced research 
program to support Métis communities and organizations in gathering information 
on the development of their historic communities, including written documentation 
and oral histories. The BCMFTS is the beginning of this process as it directly relates 
to resource development and the impact of the TMX pipeline on self-determining 
Métis peoples in BC. When knowledge capital is produced “by Métis, for Métis and 
others” it can be utilized to negotiate productive and healthy relations in ways that 
supports the vitality of local self-determined Métis communities and the well-being 
of repatriating self-identified individuals. 
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Section III: 
Community 
Engagement 
(Repatriation through 
building capacity)

Community engagement is the act of building capacity within each Métis 
community by providing each self-determining community with the opportunities 
and tools to shape their own future in ways that suit their own needs and interests. 
Although the basic intent was to gather information from our members regarding 
their historic and contemporary use of land and resources along the TMX corridor, 
the BCMFTS invested resources back into each participating community with 
skill-acquisition activities, workshops, educational sessions, cultural events and 
leadership opportunities. What became known in our member communities as 
the “Métis Land and Life Study” utilized an indigenous research methodology 
that is thoroughly committed to community owned knowledge and the use of that 
knowledge for the good of each community member. Community engagement 
for research, therefore, is only possible as consistent, trusting and long-term 
relationships are nurtured in ways that encourage awareness, solidarity, and greater 
levels of participation. The ideal is that the knowledge partnerships between the 
BCMF and its member communities develop out of the diverse kinship clusters 
that have defined the Métis experience in BC. The goal of community engagement 
is to support and encourage the ongoing repatriation of Métis self-determining 
communities across the province. 

The Land and Life Study evolved as the project moved through its successive 
stages where changes resulted from archival research and community feedback. 
Although many different distinct elements formed the entire process of community 
engagement, for simplicity our activities are summarized here into four parts. 
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Setting the stage and laying down a good foundation that was consistent with the 
principles of an Indigenous Research Methodology shaped the first part of the study. 
Once confident of a firm basis upon which to move forward, the project gathered 
strength by drawing in the BCMF leadership and inviting in key liaisons from each 
community so that together we would decide how we would form a knowledge 
partnership. The direct linkages into each community provided the means through 
which we were able to share testimonials about Métis lived-experience within the 
TMX corridor. A final stage honoured the knowledge partnerships and closed the 
loop by receiving feedback from the liaisons and then reconnecting the final report 
back to the community before it was finalized. Throughout the whole process of 
community engagement, the Land and Life team understood that their role as 
facilitators required right relationships and appropriate protocol. Even though we 
faced challenges when attempting to identify and access the knowledge within 
kinship clusters, we believe the introduction and practice of principles, procedures 
and protocol are the staging ground that make possible more in-depth study. 

Stage I: Setting the Stage
Project Parameters/Team Building
Our mandate for community engagement had been clearly stated in the approved 
application: 

“The objective of this approved work plan is to facilitate Indigenous 
participation in dialogues relating to natural resource development by 
supporting the review and update of a traditional land use study” and this 
was to be accomplished through “community meetings, land research, 
interviews, information sessions and creating a repository of information that 
will be held at the BC Métis Federation head office.” However, the specific 
parameters of the project had yet to be fully established around a knowledge 
partnership, which meant that the communities themselves would determine 
the extent to which we would be able to manage some form of a knowledge 
transfer. Building a strong research team that could negotiate differences of 
opinion and translate between administrative goals and community desires 
became a top priority for Project Lead and Facilitator, Joe Desjarlais. On July 
29, he convened Academic Lead, Dr. Bruce Shelvey, Project Assistants, Drake 
Henry and Angel Fisher, BC Métis Federation President and CEO, Keith Henry, 
Project Administrator, Sherry Daniels, and BCMF Treasurer, Betty Fisher 
to discuss how the BCMF Terrestrial Study would differ from a technical 
traditional land use study in that it would be premised on relationships we 
established with each individual Métis community that was represented in 
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Discussing the project with leaders and knowledge keepers.

Research trip to Victoria.
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the organizations membership. Because each community would determine 
through their connections how they would relate with the project team, 
knowledge buried or hidden in kinship networks would have to be teased 
out through establishing trust, and this might require us to temper our 
expectations and tweak the outcomes of the approved work plan. As Dr. 
Bruce Shelvey stated, “research for the BCMFTS would happen at the speed 
of relationship building” and the relationships had to be formed from the 
ground up. 

An important early step for our operational team was to discuss the research 
methodology with the Academic Lead and partner to educate the operational team 
and others. The “Métis Research Relationality Seminar” held on August 8 explored 
how we would apply Indigenous Research Methodology to the BCMF Terrestrial 
Study, which was renamed the “Land and Life Study” to reflect its unique expression 
for BC’s Métis communities. Strategizing how to formally launch the program meant 
clarifying and setting out the roles and responsibilities of the operational team 
(see Appendix 1) and beginning to identify key people in communities across the 
province. Sherry Daniels, who had extensive knowledge of BCMF members, assisted 
the team with tips and strategies of how to identify community leaders who would 
be willing to partner with the Land and Life team. We engaged over twenty people 
by phone and email and extended an invitation to attend the initial information 
meeting where we would convey the spirit and intent of the project (see Appendix 2). 
In addition, we initiated communication plan and awareness campaign that included 
social media blasts, targeted email and phone messaging, and Land and Life posters 
(see Appendix 3). 

Community awareness had to be supported by a solid research and academic plan 
that was well understood by the Land and Life team and the broader community. As 
a baseline or reference study, the Land and Life project needed a flexible mechanism 
to gather information, transfer knowledge, and store it responsibly in anticipation of 
future comprehensive reports that would follow. A Research and Design Seminar set 
out clear expectations for the creation of an expansive bibliography (see Section I) 
and guidelines for gathering and storing oral evidence were reviewed (see Appendix 
9). To support the mapping exercise (see Section II), descriptive handouts were 
created and short and long form questionnaires were designed (see Appendix 7 and 
Appendix 8). In anticipation of the cross-fertilization between the archival and oral 
evidence, Desjarlais and Shelvey conducted two research trips from September 11-13 
to the British Columbia archives in Victoria and from October 23-24 to Ellensburg, 
WA to visit retired scholar and Métis borderlands expert, Dr. Don Woodcock, 
and conduct research in his substantial home library consisting of hundreds of 
books and Seattle, WA and the University of Washington’s Special Collections. 
Unfortunately, other scheduled research trips to the Glenbow Museum and Archives 
in Calgary, AB and to the Manitoba Public Archives in Winnipeg, MB had to be 
cancelled due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

In the initial days of the project, we became keenly aware that this reference 
study would only be the beginning of the hopeful process of developing long term 
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respectful relationships that could lead to people, families and communities sharing 
their knowledge. Knowledge gleaned would come out of relationship building and 
that kind of effective community interaction would require time and effort. As 
we gathered names and identified willing participants it was imperative that our  
interaction with each individual proved we could listen well, show compassion, and 
exercise patience. There was a sense from initial contact that Métis people are all 
in different places, with different perspectives. Some people were excited about the 
political possibilities, others were passionate about wellness and connections to the 
land and water, while some expressed their opposition or strong reservations to any 
involvement in the pipeline’s construction and operation. Establishing knowledge 
partnerships, based upon an Indigenous Research Methodology, however, provided 
us with the theoretical framework to reach out to people organically, one person at 
a time, and begin to find pathways to mutually beneficial relationships. Although 
mindful of the specific project goals when working with our members, we wanted 
our research to come from partnerships in the hope that this could lead to new 
possibilities.

It was essential, therefore, that any knowledge transfer from the communities to 
the Land and Life team be completed within a clear, ethical framework so that 
elders, knowledge keepers, community leaders and individual informants had 
confidence in the process. Our members all had different reasons for engaging in 
the project, many of which went beyond the mandate of this study. Complex factors, 
such as politics, history, personal preferences, geography, social stigmatization, 
and kinship affiliations, often formed the context of our conversations. Before 
we could access the history and memory, we had to deal with deep dissatisfaction 
with the status quo and a profound distrustful of representative organizations and 
government. Having a research methodology premised on indigenous ways of being 
helped us deal with the hurt and pain associated with experiences of colonialism, 
marginalizing government policies, siloed indigenous organizations, and aggressive 
political partisanship. Nevertheless, challenges persisted as geographical and 
social isolation, structural deficiencies within communities, competition between 
political affiliations and memberships, and literacy and educational disparities often 
made the novel concept of research by Métis people and for the benefit of their 
own communities difficult to believe. Indeed, the idea that their own indigenous 
communities owned knowledge and had the right to benefit from it presupposed a 
right to choose, as individuals, in kinship networks and with communities if their 
history would be shared and how it would be represented. With the indigenous 
research methodology we employed we were responsible for respecting the 
knowledge, understanding how it was being told, and ensuring any retelling 
referenced back to the original source. Our commitment to listen and learn flipped 
the research paradigm in such a way that it enabled our people, elders, knowledge 
keepers and practitioners to tell us what is worth knowing. In short, the research 
process itself became a practice of self-determination. 

The Land and Life team recognized that research through relationships would 
not be possible at a distance, nor could we use impersonal surveys to gather the 
information we needed. With the privilege of being invited into our member 
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communities came the responsibility to acknowledge appropriate protocol. Protocol, 
or the right way of conducting relationships, had to be intentional even if unique 
Métis ways of interacting had been lost or forgotten because of factors such as 
political infighting and cultural wars, dysfunctional community representation, lack 
of recognition of jurisdiction by governments and institutions, and generational 
ignorance of Métis people and culture. While some communities, such as Clearwater, 
had more formal procedures for welcoming us (land acknowledgment) and 
conducting a meeting (permissions to speak), others were less regulated. We were 
encouraged, however, to see the emergence of a common structure, especially by 
the second time we engaged a community. As we continue to evolve in our relations 
we know that informal processes between persons will become formalized and this 
accountability will transform protocol into ceremony. In this way, self-determining 
Métis peoples and communities can have confidence that their stories will be known 
in ways that accurately represent their connections to people and place. 

“ At community meetings people spoke to me out of their passion; their 
stories were embedded in real life issues. One person spoke of her battle 
with cancer and her desire to connect back to land so she could collect 
traditional medicines. Another wanted to create a specific space that would 
promote healing by educating people about land-based wellness. All Métis 
people want to share what they know and tell about their relation to land. 
The Land and Life Project gave our member communities an opportunity 
to tell their stories. ” – Joe Desjarlais, Project Lead 

Stage II: Gathering Strength 
The “Strength” of the Collective
The success of the Land and Life Study would be measured by our ability to gather 
the collective strength of our member communities. After dialoguing with key 
people from across the province, we prioritized the design of communication 
materials that could effectively convey the intent and importance of this 
opportunity to the whole of our membership. The publication of the Métis Land 
and Life Project Description, which described a ten-month community-led and 
community-based land use study that would explore some of the long-standing 
kinship relationships that Métis peoples have had with each other and with the 
land, especially as they relate to the Trans Mountain Pipeline Extension corridor, 
provided the basis for any future communication (see Appendix 4). Follow up 
phone calls, email communications and social media interactions culminated in 
August 24-25 when community representatives from across the province joined 
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the Land and Life team and the BCMF board for the unofficial launch of the study. 
A general introduction of the project was followed up with break-out sessions so 
that specific feedback could come from the key leaders, board members, operational 
team (see Appendix 5). We immediately saw the benefit of the Indigenous Research 
Methodology: Baillie Redfern, a Board member, recommended we use a large 
physical map and a “pin system” to gather and record land-use information from 
each informant, with each “pin” visually representing a specific story; and, a couple 
of the community leaders recommended a more practical approach when describing 
the project in the form of a Question and Answer handout (see Appendix 6). Our 
focus after this encouraging meeting shifted to the official launch of the study and 
its introduction to the BCMF membership at the 2019 BC Métis Federation Annual 
General Meeting.

“ There is Métis history and memory as well as contemporary use by 
our Métis people along the project corridor and we need to account for 
it. ” – Joe Desjarlais, Project Lead 

The AGM, held in Kelowna on October 4-5, gave the Land and Life team the 
opportunity to clearly outline the scope and intent of the Métis Land and Life 
Project and establish ways in which the BC Métis Federation and its member 
communities in BC could cooperate to acknowledge and represent Métis land-use 
along the Trans Mountain Pipeline Extension corridor. However, one of our main 
tasks at the AGM was to establish partnerships with at least one liaison from each 
member community so that they could invite us to enter into right relations at 
the local level. After dialoging with over fifteen prospective community liaisons, 
the Project Lead had secured the commitment of five people, Cindy Wilgosh 
from Clearwater, Elizabeth Pearce from Terrace, Marie March from Kamloops, 
Earl Belcourt from Vancouver Island, and Derrick Whiteskycloud from the Lower 
Mainland, who were willing to take on the responsibilities of a Community Liaison 
(see Appendix 10). As vital links into the local communities, these leaders agreed 
to mediate between the Land and Life operational team and BCMF members by 
assisting with planning and attending meetings, communicating with members, 
coordinating opportunities within communities to gather information, and 
providing the team with community feedback and suggestions. Liaisons, who 
represented their community, understood its nuances, and had direct access to 
elders, knowledge keepers, and land based experts, would help us to understand 
what knowledge was important to share and how they would like it to be made 
known. 

Even though the role was new to most of them, over the course of the project these 
community liaisons established meaningful relationships, listened and learned from 
elders and knowledge keepers, and used the Land and Life project to build up their 
community capacity. With the funding, education and support in place, the Land 
and Life team witnessed these leaders taking ownership of their own community’s 
knowledge. Marie March from Kamloops, for example, connected with local First 
Nations, dialogued with service organizations about Michif language revitalization, 
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Community Liaison Cindy Wilgosh (R).

Celebrating culture in community!
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and conducted historical research in regional and local archives and heritage sites. 
Derrick Whiteskycloud from the Lower Mainland used his extensive reach on public 
radio to share important information and host the Project Lead. Earl Belcourt from 
Vancouver Island worked to develop good relations and build bridges between 
peoples and organizations. Cindy Wilgosh from Clearwater leveraged her deep roots 
in the community to dialogue with First Nations and to create opportunities for 
community solidarity, such as a weekly meeting one of the elders called “Meeting 
of the Métis Minds.” Most importantly, these community liaisons began the process 
of repatriating their history, their relations to other indigenous peoples, and their 
connections to the land in a movement towards self-determination as it relates to 
natural resource development in the province. 

Stage III: Networks of Knowledge
Coming to an initial understanding of the impact that the TMX pipeline 
construction, operation and maintenance would have on our community members 
required the Land and Life Team to get into the communities. With invitations 
from the Community Liaisons, we were granted permission to access networks of 
knowledge that were community-based, community-led, and community-owned. 
Because the community research came as an outworking of strong relationships, the 
whole process became an organic exchange of information and on-going feedback, 
each one unique to each local setting. We had the privilege of attending meetings 
in Surrey, Terrace, Clearwater, Kamloops, Victoria, and Duncan where project lead 
Joe Desjarlais and the Land and Life team connected with community members, 
described the project in relational language, and encouraged attendees to share 
their knowledge by filling out a survey and placing a corresponding pin on the large 
maps of the TMX corridor. (see Appendix 7). We asked informants to identify general 
reference points based upon people (who interacted with the land), place (where, in 
general, did this occur), and purpose (what kind of activities were performed). 

People enjoyed the visual and hands-on aspect of the information and mapping 
exercise, specifically the way they could engage each other and then see their agency 
represented on the maps. The Land and Life team enjoyed the hospitality of liaison 
Elizabeth and the members of the Skeena River Métis Community Association in 
Terrace on November 2, the generosity of liaison Cindy and members from the North 
Thompson Valley including Kamloops, Kelowna, Barriere, Clearwater, Vavenby on 
November 16, the warm welcome of liaison Earl and members of the Victoria Métis 
community at the beautiful Songhees Wellness Centre on November 23rd, and the 
cordiality of members of the Surrey Métis community on December 7. At all of these 
meetings the team members explained the parameters of the project and initiated 
conversations around Métis history and current practices, specifically as they related 
to their connection with the land, air and water within the TMX pipeline corridor. 
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Métis Land and Life Study Map short form.

Appendix 7  
 
Métis Land and Life Study Map        
         P:_____________ 
 
 
Name:_________________________________ Date of Birth: _________________ 
          (YYYY/MM/DD) 
 
On the map identify any of the following land-use locations by 
placing a pin with the appropriate reference label attached: 
 
Specific Harvesting Locations (Red Flagged Pins): 
 
� Hunting:          _________(A) 
 
� Large Animal Habitat: (breeding, birthing, licks, grazing, shelters)  _________(B) 
 
� Small Animal Habitat: (nesting, breeding, hibernating, migrating, staging) _________(C)  
 
� Trapping Grounds/Lines:        _________(D) 
 
� Fishing Sites:         _________(E) 
 
� Fish Habitat  (spawning areas, migration route)     _________(F) 
 
� Berry/Root/Vegetable Gathering Grounds      _________(G) 
 
� Traditional Plants (medicine, crafts, materials, fuel, food, spices)   _________(H) 
 
� Other Resources (rocks, minerals, timber, spring water)    _________(I) 
 
Physical Locations and Places 
 
� Cabins or Camping Areas        ________(J) 
 
� Trails and Pathways (Mark trailheads)      ________(K) 
 
� Gravesites and Burial Grounds        ________(L) 
 
� Archaeological Sites        ________(M) 
 
� Cultural or Spiritual Sites        ________(N) 
 
� Special Areas or Landmarks       ________(O) 
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“ This was a great start to community engagement! These projects are 
community-led and supported. We have been clear that organizations and 
projects exist to serve the community. The communities tell us what is 
important to them. Communities own this knowledge and the knowledge 
has to benefit members in their local contexts. ” – Joe Desjarlais, Project 
Lead, November 4 on BCMF Social Media

These community meetings were essential for members to recognize their 
community’s wealth and begin to build their capacity to repatriate their histories, 
identities and self-determination. Hundreds of one-on-one interactions with 
the project team during this first round of meetings revealed that Métis people 
and communities valued the project and wanted their voices to be heard. The 
Community Liaisons did an outstanding job of creating a positive and open 
environment, preparing their communities, and facilitating good discussion. At the 
end of December, the Land and Life team was gratified to receive the unqualified 
support of the BC Métis Federation board and to hear the many good reports coming 
from each community (see Appendix 11). It is apparent that Métis self-determining 
communities in BC want to see positive outcomes from knowledge-transfer so that 
they might participate in and benefit from economic development, including the 
TMX project. 

“ Community members showed their hospitality and people were excited 
in sharing their knowledge and participating in activities. The feedback 
received from members about the day’s event was absolutely amazing. 
There were positive comments and lots of interest to continue future Métis 
project and cultural conversations. ” – Cindy Wilgosh, Community 
Liaison, Clearwater

A second part of our community engagement that flowed out from the general 
mapping exercise included identifying key elders and knowledge keepers that could 
provide more comprehensive and detailed information about past and present 
Métis land use along the TMX pipeline corridor. We did not wish to make this a 
comprehensive survey but rather provide case studies of the kind of knowledge held 
by our community members. The Land and Life Community Liaisons approached 
people in their respective communities and provided them with the opportunity 
to share: Earl Belcourt, the liaison from Vancouver island, facilitated the 
knowledge-transfer of Jack McDonald and Dan LaFrance; liaison Marie March from 
Kamloops assisted with the interviews of Paul Gillis and Karen Andrews from Prince 
George; Cindy Wilgosh, liaison from the Clearwater area made it possible to gather 
information from Dale Haggerty, Doug (Bud) Jenkins, Chuck Pollard, Sheila Nyman, 
and Reo Jubert; and Joe Desjarlais, the Project Lead, gathered stories from Frank 
Desjarlais, who lives in the Lower Mainland. These ten elders, knowledge keepers 
and community leaders completed an interview using a long-form questionnaire 
as a guideline (see Appendix 8). Not unlike what we experienced with the results 
from the general mapping exercise, these longer interviews included important 
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insights and supported the substantial research coming to light from the historical 
record! (see Appendix 13 and Appendix 14). Transcriptions and even some short-film 
productions of the interviews will most certainly inspire other Métis community 
members to share their own stories of historic and contemporary land-use along the 
TMX corridor. 

On March 16 the BC Métis Federation discontinued public meetings in response 
to the COVID-19 virus and the health directives coming from BC’s Chief Medical 
Officer, Dr. Bonnie Henry. The limitations placed on travel and gatherings severely 
impacted the ability of the Land and Life team to continue the process of community 
meetings and of conducting individual interviews. While some of the interviews 
had been completed in-person prior to mid-March, we switched to a format 
mediated by email and phone in order to continue the knowledge-transfer. While 
everyone involved understood the necessity for physical distancing, lost was the rich 
interchange of an in-person interview where an elder or knowledge keeper could 
hover over a physical map and point to places of interest during questions, which 
often prompted further responses. In any case, we learned that when information 
and knowledge is “drawn out” in a relational context that it creates more 
opportunities for community engagement. And, when this knowledge-transfer is 
located within kinship networks it effectively restores and repatriates Métis memory 
and history within the broader community. 

Communicating the vision and purpose of the Land and Life project, announcing 
important milestones and sharing specific research results has been facilitated 
through BC Métis Federation media outlets. We engaged the BCMF membership, 
Métis peoples across Canada, and mixed-ancestry peoples across the globe with 
our social media and Facebook presence, the Federation’s website, and our email 
distribution lists. In addition, Métis Matters cooperative radio, hosted by Derrick 
Whiteskycloud, a BCMF member and Community Liaison, provided an outlet 
for announcements, updates and information to people across the province.  
Interestingly, a lengthy interview on Métis matters radio with Project Lead, 
Joe Desjarlais, received over 800 views locally in the Lower mainland region, 
provincially, and across Canada. In some instances, liaisons such as Cindy in the 
Clearwater community also shared information in the local newspaper. More 
content was produced in early March, including pictures and several short videos 
of stories from knowledge keepers. Opinion pieces, such as an article entitled, 
“Métis Belong in British Columbia” written by Joe Desjarlais, are designed to further 
educate members about the broad reaching impact of this research that speaks to 
the mainstream British Columbia community’s involvement in the process and an 
increased capacity for members to participate in these conversations about land, its 
use, and relevancy for Métis. 

The Land and Life team shared information on social media about the 
Jasper house Indians: 
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“The Jasper house Indians range within a radius of 150 miles from 
that point north to the Smoky and South to the Brazeau, coming east 
to trade at Lake St. Anne or going to the west side of the mountains 
at Tete Jaune Cache (Valemount). They number about 40 tents or 
perhaps 400 souls. They are not Indians properly speaking being 
descended from Iroquois brought from eastern Canada many years 
ago by the Hudson’s Bay Company to act as hunters and voyageurs. 
These Iroquois intermarried with the white and half breed employees 
of the same service, and their offspring have since intermarried to 
some extent with the Crees and Stonies. But the present band are still 
called Iroquois. They do not consider themselves Indians however, the 
present generation all having more or less white blood. their territory 
is covered by Indian treaty, and they therefore claim to be entitled to 
receive scrip as half breeds. Although leading an Indian life they have 
never come into the Indian treaty and say they will not, as they prefer 
to stand upon their rights as half breeds.” (Source, An Unusually Mild 
Winter, The Miner. Nelson BC, January 17, 1891)

Notice the complexity of “being Métis” in BC in 1891, as in this Jasper 
house kinship cluster, with mobility into BC, who lived an “Indian 
life” called themselves Iroquois, shared kinship with halfbreed, Cree 
and Stonies, yet identified as “halfbreed” seeking halfbreed scrip! 
A Facebook reply from Karen included, “Jasper house was where my 
ancestors settled until they got kicked out. Two Iroquois brothers and a 
cousin ‘Wanyandi’.”

Stage IV: Closing the Loop
At every phase in the project, a mandated “feedback loop” provided opportunities 
for the Land and Life Team to gain from the experience and expertise of each 
Community Liaison and to learn of any concerns from our BCMF membership. 
Many points of contact were established to ensure that knowledge partnerships, 
and not simple information gathering, remained the focus of our study. As point 
persons for their communities, liaisons met with the Land and Life team before their 
community meeting and in post-meeting debriefings, attended specific feedback 
seminars in September, December and January, and had the responsibility to vet the 
Final Report and request revisions, additions or edits (see Appendix 12). Open and 
de-centred community meetings provided BCMF members with ample opportunity 
to directly interact with the project, and break-out sessions, shared meals and 
cultural events set the context for many informal conversations. In addition, 
Project Lead Joe Desjarlais made himself available to anyone who wanted to learn 
more about the project, contribute to our understanding, or to offer suggestions 
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or criticisms. A final place of engagement occurred on the BCMF’s social media 
sites where BCMF members, people from the larger indigenous community, and 
the general public could interact and engage with some of the findings from the 
academic research and from our community meetings. 

The Land and life team has had hundreds of interactions, (face to 
face meetings, phone meetings, large information sharing events, 
one-on-one informal meeting times) between operational team, 
between team and liaisons, and between liaisons and community 
members. In one seven-week snapshot between Dec 1, 2019 and 
January 24 2020, there were 107 engagements and meetings by 
electronic format alone. Of these interactions, there were over 23 
interactions/meetings between the Land and Life project lead and the 
local community liaisons and 104 engagements/meetings between 
Land and Life Project Lead and the operational team! And, these 
interactions do not include multiple face to face and team meetings! 

Most of the interactions regarding the Land and Life Project, whether with BCMF 
leadership, the Community Liaisons, or BCMF membership, remained constructive 
and positive. We did experience some challenges at the local level with unresolved 
longstanding grievances, a lack of trust for representative organizations and people, 
some apathetic members who are unwilling to engage, and contests to control 
Métis identity. Whether as individuals or as locals, Métis all seem to be in different 
places of repatriation: some locals have a collective identity, other regions are more 
decentralized; while many regions have strong leadership, usually associated with 
a non-profit cultural organization, others are fragmented and disengaged. There 
is little doubt that past projects where Métis communities have been the object of 
‘study’ have been characterized by inadequate accountability to the community and 
the people themselves feel ignored, bypassed or disregarded and their information 
appropriated or stolen. Adding to this sense of dispossession is an increasing 
awareness of Canada’s colonial past that has long denied Métis communities a voice 
and a role in economic development plans and processes. Especially difficult is the 
familiar refrain that Métis do not ‘belong’ in British Columbia, but are really only 
stragglers from the prairies; this marginalization by other indigenous organizations 
and people comes out in conversations about identity, usually on social media sites 
or public forums, where anonymous comments can label Métis in BC “lazy refugees” 
and “Fétis” (ie: Fake Métis). 

Despite these challenges, the Land and Life project hoped to create space for 
relationship building and knowledge partnerships that benefited all Métis in BC and 
also each specific unique and independent community. We refused to reduce the 
study to that of a simple information conduit that pleased industry leaders or met 
the demands of government. The Indigenous Research Methodology that we adopted 
to guide our actions reminded us often that community engagement was our 
primary aim. Therefore, as we learned together as a collection of self-determining 
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Community Liaison Elizabeth Pearce (R).

Meeting together in Kamloops.
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Métis communities, we adjusted our expectations, adopted different strategies, or 
shifted our priorities in order to facilitate strong, trusting relationships. 

While each local community was unique and at a different place in their evolution 
as peoples and organizations, the feedback we received enhanced our ability to carry 
out the goals of our study. Together, here is some of what we learned: 

 » Clear, careful and concise information-sharing is paramount and knowledge 
should be communicated in a variety of ways and through as many outlets 
as possible. Accuracy and transparency go a long way to building trust and 
reinforcing legitimacy.

 » Ensuring multi-access points into the each community removes barriers, 
including that between “official” history and “vernacular” history, that have often 
limited participation and commitment. 

 » Being Métis in BC is complicated and difficult and so representative 
organizations, leaders, and community members need to take every opportunity, 
including studies like Land and Life, to build bridges, one relationship at a time.

 » The Land and Life study, and others like them, require specific guidelines that 
show how it will benefit the community and specific regulations on its intent and 
scope.

 » Meeting people in their own communities and their familiar spaces is the best 
way to establish connections, create a collective awareness, and encourage 
partnerships

 » Full participation can only happen when we recognize that things like poverty, 
literacy, language, etc. contribute to isolation, stigmatization and intolerance. 

 » Métis Peoples desire to establish good relations with First Nations through proper 
protocol, shared-history and mutual recognition so that our right to access land 
and resources is uncontested. 

 » Creative thinkers who have a passion for Métis youth need to establish pathways 
to repatriation for those in the next generation who have become disenfranchised 
from their communities. 

The community engagement event in Surrey on December 7 provided 
opportunity for its community liaison to broadcast via Facebook 
Live to hundreds of people in the lower mainland and across the 
province. Derek reported that a total of 933 people viewed the archived 
session and 359 tuned in to watch the event. It confirmed to us 
that the interest we see in our community meetings is only a small 
representation of the level of interest in the Land and Life Project. 
Our ongoing challenge is to utilize technology to engage, all the while 
understanding that technology has limitations. A long-time Surrey 
resident and Métis elder commented on Facebook, “It was a great 
meeting, thanks so much to all for inviting us out. You have definitely 
given me something to chew on in the days ahead.” 
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“ After touching bases with the South Island Métis Association they 
are very excited with the future of this program and look forward to 
participating. Many of the Associations members are disappointed that 
they did not participate in the last meeting but are excited to the future 
meetings. It also appears that as the word is getting out other Métis 
are beginning to ask questions. The future looks good on Vancouver 
Island.” – Earl Belcourt, Community Liaison, Vancouver Island

“ I would like to say that I’m pretty amazed at the turn out that day, also 
the support and enthusiasm of my community. ” – Cindy Wilgosh, 
Community Liaison, Clearwater

The feedback loop for the Land and Life Study consisted of hundreds of interactions 
between the Team itself, between the Team and the Liaisons, and between Liaisons 
and their communities. Face-to-face encounters, intimate feedback seminars, large 
informational meetings, personal phone calls, and internet dialogue all contributed 
to our understanding of each other and of the various outcomes that we all desired 
from the project itself. The Project Lead consistently reminded participants that 
this community-led and locally-based study existed to serve each community 
and to meet their needs and that they empowered their community when they 
used their voice. It was our hope that in establishing knowledge sharing protocol 
designed to open up creative avenues for relationship building that disillusioned or 
discouraged leaders would be reinvigorated, and apathetic or indifferent community 
members would re-engage. To make this happen, permanent mechanisms need 
to be established so that information flows between the BCMF and its member 
communities in ways that build the capacity of the locales themselves. 

Questions for Future Community Engagement:

 » What can we do to assist each liaison to follow-up with members 
after meetings given the limitations? 

 » What can we do to encourage people to connect and build 
relationship with community liaisons?

 » What work can we do to further explain to members how the 
information will be used arising from feedback?

 » As the Land and Life project is relational, how can we equip liaisons 
with funding and capacity to build informal relationships and break 
down barriers? 

 » How can we provide structure and support so that knowledge is 
captured from these grassroots conversations and sharing times?

 » How can we support members with resources so youth and others 
can learn their Métis culture as asked in feedback?
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“ Folks stepped away from the responsibility of caring for the Métis 
organizations from past histories they once were members of whom the 
board showed no care but themselves. Earning their trust in us with the BC 
Métis Federation because we are not like the other organizations. So to ask 
the Métis community to come down to our meetings gives them hope. This 
is what they have asked for many years & we are now doing what they’ve 
always looked forward to do. ” – Derrick Whiteskycloud, Community 
Liaison, Surrey

Conclusion
Capacity in self-determining communities in BC will lead to the repatriation of 
our people, of our place on the land and our interaction with resources, and of our 
purpose within the social, political and economic order. The Land and Life Study, 
therefore, signals not only a new way of engaging with Métis communities, it also 
suggests a new era of cooperation and coexistence between self-determining Métis 
communities and settler society governments, businesses and individuals. 

Métis people in BC are proud of their history and culture and want to share their 
knowledge of the past and present land and resource use along the TMX corridor. 
We witnessed Métis peoples recognizing and celebrating their place and their 
purpose when our communities came together in meetings focussed on the mapping 
exercise and a cultural event. And, as we learned from each other, we recognized 
how much knowledge is hidden away and buried in local family, kinship and 
community settings. The dominant national or provincial narratives have yet to 
comprehend the complexity, nuance and fluidity of these Métis identities that have 
a long lived-experience along the TMX corridor. Community engagement provided 
opportunities for our member communities to draw out the distinctions between 
their understanding of “self-determination” and that of settler society with its 
stringent definition of “nationhood,” its restrictive linear progressions, and its 
inflexible notion of community. To potentialize this capacity to represent our own 
histories and memories we must continue to equip our communities and knowledge 
keepers with the resources necessary to continue on with this important research. 

“ There is not one Métis nation.. there are various mixed-blood Métis 
communities... I’m hoping there is research to show this. ” – Keith Henry, 
BCMF CEO and President
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Section IV: Knowledge 
Partnerships 
(Investment/

Reconciliation)

Knowledge partnerships create a hopeful future for self-determining Métis 
communities in BC. The BCMF Terrestrial Study adopts an indigenous research 
methodology that points a way forward by grounding all knowledge, including 
that of the impact of the construction, operation and maintenance of the TMX 
pipeline, in the authenticity and worth of relationships that are premised upon trust, 
commitment, and responsibility. We have attempted to illustrate that this kind of 
mutuality, whether between Métis communities, between member communities and 
the BCMF, or between the BCMF and the Crown, must be established upon a very 
different foundation than that of dependency, discrimination or dispossession. It 
took 150 years to destroy self-determining “halfbreed” communities in BC; it will 
take 50 years of careful investment and planning to reconstitute them and restore 
Métis peoples to their rightful place in Canadian society. First, local protocols 
that reflect Métis ways of being and respect the difference and diversity of Métis 
communities must be established and practiced if there is any hope at all for 
repatriation. Second, governments and representative organizations need to look 
for ways to create mutually beneficial connections that result in self-sufficiency. 
Third, capacity within each community must be developed so that the unique 
customs, culture and traditions can emerge and become the basic mechanisms for 
self-government. And, finally, honouring Métis nations, communities and persons 
will require an on-going financial commitment that supports reconciliation, which is 
an implicit recognition of the responsibility of settler society for past discrimination, 
marginalization and subjugation. 

The TMX accommodations present an opportunity to reset the relationship between 
Métis communities in BC and the Crown based upon mutual recognition and the 
appropriate protocol that flows from that acknowledgement. In the long history of 

92



the suppression of Métis self-determination in BC, the most recent challenge to the 
way in which Métis think about their citizenship, their collective identity, and their 
sense of place, has been a number of key court rulings. While there is no consensus 
on how these national rulings have shaped, and will continue to set the framework 
for, Métis existence in British Columbia, in the Powley,2 Manitoba Métis Federation,3 
and Daniels4 cases, in particular, the Supreme Court of Canada has called for the 

2 In Powley v. Canada (2003) the SCC ruled that individuals claiming rights under s. 35 must verify, as 
summarized by Métis Lawyer, Jean Teillet, that “they belong to an identifiable Métis community with 
a sufficient degree of continuity and stability to support a site specific aboriginal right.” The “Powley 
Test” created the legal definition of Métis as a person who self-identified as being Métis, had an ancestral 
connection to a historic Métis community, and has some form of membership or acceptance into that 
community. In its application, however, it appears as though Powley has become less about establishing 
Métis collective rights and more about refining processes for establishing which individuals can exercise 
their s. 35 rights under the Canadian constitution. And, the Test has been as difficult to satisfy as it is 
to apply and has induced many individual Métis to bring rights cases before the court in places like New 
Brunswick, Ontario and Alberta, BC, all with varying degrees of success. Teillet praises Canada for being 
the only country in the world to recognize a “mix-race” culture as a “rights bearing aboriginal peoples” 
but criticizes “The post-Powley search for stable, small, continuous Métis communities” because it 
“resulted in a proliferation of litigation as governments and court try to put geographical boundaries on 
these fictional, individual Métis communities.”

3 The MMF (Manitoba Métis Federation) Case (Manitoba Métis Lands Case) decided by the Supreme 
Court of Canada on March 8, 2013 extended the court’s reach into the Métis collective right to 
self-determination. It ruled that Métis interests in the so-called Child’s Land Grants, which were 
(fraudulently) administered by the Métis Lands Commission, were limited to “personal history, not their 
shared Métis identity” and because of that the Federal government has no “fiduciary” responsibility to 
Métis collective self-determination. In the blunt words of the court: “It was up to the Métis to prove that 
they held an Aboriginal interest in land prior to the Manitoba Act, and they have not done so … Canada 
acknowledges that individual Métis people held individual parcels of land, but it denies that they held 
the collective Aboriginal interest necessary to give rise to a fiduciary duty.” By not arguing Aboriginal 
right to self-determination and self-government as the basis for their land claim, the MMF gave the court 
no alternative but to establish Métis legal identity as an individual’s ability to access the rights of a 
disadvantaged ethnic group.

4 The Daniels v. Canada (Indian Affairs and Northern Development) decision, rendered on April 4, 
2016, significantly altered the legal landscape of Métis collective rights in Canada. In short, it extended 
the legal definition of Métis beyond the Powley Test and defined Métis as British North America Act s.91 
(1867) Indians, or as collectives who have a direct Constitutional relationship with the Crown. Daniels 
brings Métis communities into conversation with broader legal discussions on the nation-to-nation 
relationship as defined in the historical treaty process. While the full importance of the decision has 
yet to be fully appreciated, response from the various Métis communities in Canada has been mixed. 
For example, Jean Teillet responded by stating that the Federal Court’s use of “Indianness” based on 
self-identification and group recognition to define Métis is “brutal and wrong in every way.” She goes 
on to say that the Federal Court’s judgment, which was upheld and extended by the SCC to include 
non-status and Métis who did not meet the Powley test, “virtually erased the Métis nation.” Others, 
however, criticized the court for not going far enough in recognizing Métis self-determination. Métis 
lawyer Bruce McIvor, for example, argued that “the decision is out of step with the aspirations of most 
Indigenous Peoples in Canada and around the world. Rather than seeking confirmation of the Crown’s 
jurisdiction over them, Indigenous Peoples are striving to achieve recognition of their own jurisdiction. In 
the end, I’m left wondering what the Métis who fought and died resisting Canada’s exercise of jurisdiction 
over them would make of the Daniels decision.” Still others, such as Métis academic and Eastern Métis 
advocate Sebastian Malette, lauded the decision by summarizing the implications of the decision in this 
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Crown to satisfy their obligation to Métis peoples as rights bearing self-identified 
indigenous Canadians. The application of these rulings for Métis in BC, however, 
has been anything but clear. As legal academic scholar, Kerry Sloan recently 
stated: “Métis ideas of territory are complex, varied and often not well understood. 
Métis perspectives on intersections of territory and community are likewise not 
appreciated by Canadian courts. This is evident in the difficulties of Métis rights 
claimants in British Columbia, where misconceptions about Métis history and 
traditional use areas have resulted in courts questioning the existence of historic 
Métis communities in the province.” The BCMF Terrestrial Study proves that the 
Crown can and must move way from any denial of historic Métis communities in 
British Columbia and it offers a model for how respectful and supportive relations 
can be developed with self-determining Métis peoples. 

With mutual recognition comes the opportunity to problematize Métis identity as 
only that of a “rights bearing citizens” and the possibility of nurturing self-sufficient 
Métis communities in BC. As “Canada’s forgotten peoples” forced to live within 
the restrictive political, legal and societal context created after the passage of the 
so-called Indian Act of 1876, Métis people should no longer be coerced to give 
up their collective identity in order to participate in Canadian society. As Prime 
Minister Macdonald reminded the House of Commons in 1885, “Now, the half-breeds 
must be considered either as white men or as Indians.” Because there was no 
legal category that would protect the unique indigenous territories and rights of 
“half-breed” peoples, Métis communities were encouraged to assimilate into either 
“white” or “Indian” society. As Section I of this report showed, self-determining 
Métis communities in BC were punished by the force of law for claiming a communal 
existence. Even though Métis kinship clusters exercised their self-determined 
agency in the late 19th and in the 20th century in the many forms of resistance and 
acts of survivance, including feigned assimilation or “fitting in,” sheltering cultural 
norms and customary laws in land-use and harvesting practices, and “living free” 
on margins of Canadian society, a century and a half of systemic subjugation and 
ignorance now requires redress. Métis communities bring their cultural resources of 
mobility, adaptability, and integration, all strategies that by necessity make Métis 
self-determined communities difficult to define and, therefore, to control, to the 
negotiation table in the hopes that the TMX pipeline accommodations will open the 
way for an economic partnership with the Crown. 

Building capacity through knowledge capital is the only way for Métis 
self-determined communities to better understand how their laws are rooted 
in community belonging and inter-societal traditions, kinship networks and 
extended relationships with the environment. In this the Métis of BC can join 

way: “In other words … a Métis person is free to choose the communal organization that best represents 
his or her interest from a regional perspective (based upon mutual acceptance), and should not be 
pressured at the expense of losing the recognition of their Indigenous identity to join the membership 
of any external political organization that could trump the ability of local communities to control and 
exercise their self-determination rights.”
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other indigenous nations and work to establish Métis self-governance as they 
articulate their own legal practices and principles. Through knowledge partnerships 
Métis communities in BC can get to the enhancing work of reclaiming their 
jurisdictions and building economic, social and cultural competence that will serve 
future generations. This study and the potential partnership that it represents, 
demonstrates that there can be a shift in the political, legal and historical 
imagination of Métis peoples and settler society governments. The “either all” 
or “nothing but” colonialism that is so prevalent in Canada’s past and present, a 
regime supported by national Métis organizations that draw maps that exclude the 
possibility of even the existence of self-determined Métis in BC, does not have to be 
part of the future. Self-governing Métis nations in BC can negotiate their way into 
Confederation if the Crown invests in reconstituting the unique customs, cultures 
and traditions that are embedded in kinship clusters.

It appears the time has come for the Government of Canada to take a fundamentally 
different approach and partner with self-determining Métis communities. Together 
we can realize the hope for a civil society based on the principles of respect for 
historical difference and of trust in a transparent process of mutual recognition if 
we commit to move from coercion to negotiated consent founded in the rule of law. 
However, given the long history of racism, discrimination and marginalization, 
the government’s first obligation is to protect vulnerable Métis communities 
from government’s own self-interest and the polemics of identity politics. As the 
BCMF Terrestrial Study has shown, when local Métis communities have a secure 
environment to reconstitute their laws, a safe space to practice their customs, and a 
welcoming place to celebrate their culture, they will to repatriate their personal and 
corporate histories. In establishing a knowledge partnership that works in the best 
interests of all Métis in the province, Canada can live up to its commitments when it 
signed onto the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples to 
provide the appropriate resources for reconciliation. 

Mutually beneficial partnerships that celebrate the many life-ways of Métis peoples 
in BC need to be guided by local protocols that are developed to show respect for 
difference and diversity. We can no longer live under the fear, shame and suspicion 
that hovers over the Métis community in BC; knowledge partnerships coming 
out of on-going, consistent and respectful dialogue can lead to the repatriation 
of self-determining kinship networks all across BC. We hope that the BCMFTS, 
from the inception of the research process to its final conclusion, is a model for 
reconciliation and peaceful co-existence. Community members, elders, knowledge 
keepers, elected and appointed leaders had a hand in knowledge-transfer at every 
step in this project, and Community Liaisons worked with the BC Métis Federation 
Land and Life Team to build capacity in their own regions. The Final Report is 
evidence that if meaningful knowledge partnerships are established that locally 
owned and led studies can (and must) benefit Métis people and communities. 
The BCMFTS is a representation of a very different kind of relationship, one that 
deserves ongoing government encouragement, support and funding. In the midst 
of political and even pandemic challenges, knowledge partnerships are vital for 
present and future Métis-settler society relations in British Columbia. In building 
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up local communities, the BC Métis Federation aspires to represent communities of 
self-determining Métis communities that have an informed voice in BC economic 
projects and the governments development plans. Therefore, the study of Métis 
agency along the TMX corridor is more than just a land-use study; it is an on-going 
project that empowers local members and communities to celebrate all that it means 
to be Métis, to have the capacity to give informed consent to economic development 
that is in their own interests, and to live within their traditions as self-determining 
communities. 
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Conclusion: Métis 
Land and Life

With the submission of the BCMFTS Final Report, the BCMF and its member 
communities call on the Crown to take ownership of its past and to partner with 
the BCMF in order to work towards a reconciled future.   This reference study sets 
out a roadmap that can be used by the BCMF to gather, produce and disseminate 
information and traditional knowledge so that as one of the partners in Canada’s 
economic future, our member communities can adequately respond to challenges, 
needs, demands of the laws, regulations, and rights associated with developments 
like the TMX.  Repatriating Métis-specific knowledge back to the land, reconnecting 
the specific geographic locations with Métis knowledge and traditions, and enabling 
self-determining Métis peoples to generate and share their own knowledge to assist 
in resource management and other activities, can only happen when we together 
take responsibility for the loss of community capacity and take action to reclaim our 
rightful place as a partner in Confederation.

“ First of all it was great working with you, A lot of work and research 
had to be done to put this all together. Want to say thank you for all the 
phone calls and patience you have shown through this project. I want 
to say I enjoyed reading the research paper work and interviews well 
done. ” – Elizabeth Pearce, Community Liaison, Terrace

The conclusions coming from this Final Report are clear:

 » self-determining Métis or ‘halfbreed’ communities existed in BC prior to any 
declaration of sovereignty by the Crown.  These self-governing communities acted 
in their own interest by supporting existing economic activity and by creating 
new business enterprises, a pattern that continued into the colonial and early 
Provincial period.  Their occupancy and use had a significant impact on the land 
and resources currently within the TMX corridor.  

 » beginning in the 1880s, these historically unique mixed-ancestry peoples were 
subject to systemic government discrimination, incessant cultural racialization,  
and wide-spread social prejudice, which resulted in their marginalization, 
dispossession and deprivation.  The impact of settler-society’s actions limited, but 
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did not eliminate, Métis influence on the land and resources currently within the 
TMX corridor.  

 » for 100 years, the Crown has ignored and/or denied the existence of historically 
constituted Métis communities even though they have survived and have been 
protected through the maintenance and ongoing functioning of kinship clusters, 
a reality that we are only now beginning to understand.  The mutual recognition 
of these kinship clusters will continue to reveal the ongoing interests that Métis 
self-determining peoples have in the resource developments within and beyond 
the TMX corridor.  

 » given the longstanding negligence towards and oppression of self-determining 
Métis peoples, the Crown has a fiduciary obligation to support the ongoing work 
of the BCMF that includes the recognition, repatriation and reconstitution of its 
member communities.  The informed consent of these historically unique peoples 
for developments like the TMX pipeline depends upon rebuilding their community 
capacity through continuous and open dialogue on co-existence, providing core 
funding to build knowledge partnerships, and initiating economic enterprises for 
future self-sufficiency.   

The report clearly shows that BC Métis Federation members have an on-going 
interest in using the lands and resources along the TMX corridor.  And, as a 
baseline or point of reference upon which to build a relationship with the Federal 
government, it reports on the short and long-term impacts of the pipeline 
construction and on-going operation on our people and represents a functioning 
knowledge partnership, a “living document“ where many people took ownership 
over the gathering, recording and sharing of their community’s memory and history.  
As a pathways going forward, The BCMFTS provides the framework for diverse and 
dynamic Métis peoples to make themselves known in British Columbia and beyond.  
The collective responsibility to understand the Métis lived-experience in BC started 
with our commitment to an Indigenous Research Methodology and continued with 
relational research structures that encouraged positive friendships with individuals 
and lasting bonds with local communities.  A love for Métis culture, a passion for 
Métis history, and a concern for Métis collective vitality gave liaisons, elders and 
members the impetus to work tirelessly at the grassroots level.

“ Outcomes will happen at the speed of relationship building. ”  
– Bruce Shelvey, Academic Lead

“ I see from the report that we are a long way to solving the establishment 
of the Métis in BC and a lot more work will need to be done to accomplish 
this. We have not only scratched the ground in the work that needs to be 
done. ” – Marie March, Community Liaison, Kamloops

Throughout the project duration there was an ongoing sense of responsibility 
from the BCMF Land and Life team to accurately convey the voices of community 
members. It was very rewarding to see our overall vision for the project match 
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up with the practical concerns and needs of each community.  In particular, the 
feedback loops at each stage of the knowledge-transfer process showed us that this 
project, which was guided by the challenging principles of an indigenous research 
methodology, could indeed become a reality if relationships were the priority.  We 
appreciated the support for the project, especially early on in the process as we 
met with valued liaisons and knowledge keepers; their role in developing rapport 
with community members gave the project legitimacy, not to mention its reach 
and scope.  And, the validation of the Final Report by the community liaisons, 
Earl Belcourt,  Marie March, Cindy Wilgosh, and Elizabeth Pearce, confirmed our 
appreciation for the reciprocal nature of our work.  In particular, in the final editing 
process comments by Cindy Wilgosh and Marie March provided a valuable corrective 
that caused us to return to the voices of the community in a more direct way 
throughout the report, a demonstration of our role as facilitators of the knowledge 
transfer that occurred over the past ten months in so many conversations, cultural 
events, mapping exercises, elder interviews, and writing of reports.   

“ We belong here, we need to be recognized ” – Earl Belcourt, 
Community Liaison, Vancouver Island

Centering the BCMFTS around knowledge transfer that was community-led, 
community-planned, and community-owned caused us to shift the traditional 
research agenda of gathering information that satisfied a particular ‘outcome’ to 
that of a frame that celebrated relationship building, sharing food, and common love 
for music and culture!  Witnessing the transformative impact that our cooperative 
research plan had on our own practices as a Land and Life Team and the positive 
outcomes for each community exceeded any expectation laid out in our initial 
‘work plan’.  But, the project also revealed the deficits that self-determining Métis 
communities across BC deal with on an continual basis including a lack of capacity, 
with lack of office space and lack of funding to meet the needs of people who 
live far away from one another, as well as liaisons who serve for many hours “on 
their own dime”.  With these challenges, how do communities grapple with the 
need for knowledge capital that will enable them to properly respond to economic 
development and resource management issues as various projects come along?  
The BCMF and its member communities recognize that greater awareness and 
healing from past intergenerational trauma can be a reality for us if we leverage 
the accommodations from projects like the TMX pipeline to strengthen our resolve, 
demand recognition, and engage in relations of respect.  

“ Need capacity dollars in order to bring people together, I need to 
let people know that we are willing to work with them…we need their 
knowledge … the next study will be finding new people to talk to, getting 
different ideas … ” – Earl Belcourt, Community Liaison, Vancouver 
Island
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Métis music and culture with the Duncan community!

Project team members Angel Fisher and Joe Desjarlais in Terrace along 
with BC Métis Federation Vice President Rene Therrien, BCMF board 
members JJ Lavallee and Greg Mazure, MLA Ellis Ross along with others 
present.
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The work of recognition our history and repatriation of our memory is vital to the 
next generation of self-determining Métis.  As Earl Belcourt, a longtime Métis 
activist stated, “Since 1992 until 1998 we did all the work on our own to bring people 
together and we can do it again … We have all kinds of youth and they don’t know 
where to go, who to talk to”… We need to create opportunities to meet more people 
separately …  there’s dozens more we can interview but we don’t have the time 
and resources and people to do more interviews.”  But our collective task is urgent.  
Marie March, Community Liaison from Kamloops, relayed this sad story from a 12 
year old girl:  “I was in my classroom and my teacher asked for those who were Métis 
to raise their hands. When I did this I was informed by my teacher to put my hand 
down as I did not look Métis and should not be reporting false hoods”. Marie went on 
to say “She was very upset when telling me this. I told her that we need to educate 
more of these educators that we may not look Métis and best ask her in return as 
to what does she feel a Métis look like … I also informed her that to be proud of her 
heritage.”  Knowledge partnerships that build community confidence and equip 
our people to respond with courage are surely a solution to the ongoing systemic 
exclusion that our children have to continually endure.   

“ I agree we need a lot more research done in all areas of BC to have all 
Métis history brought  forth in the school as well. ” – Elizabeth Pearce 
Community Liaison, Terrace 

“ Given what you had for a time line & number of interviews - good 
job. ” – Karen Andrews, interview participant 

But even when our Métis local communities face insurmountable challenges as they 
seek proper recognition, respect and affirmation from other Métis organizations, 
Canadians, governments and institutions, the movement towards repatriation is 
hopeful.  A few closing quotes from the Land and Life Study team members reflect 
this sentiment well.  Next generation leaders and project assistants Angel Fisher 
and Drake Henry embody the incredible transformation that can take place as the 
lived-experience of Métis is learned and understood.  Angel reflects back on the 
whole of the project:  “It has been a wonderful journey travelling to the different 
communities and connecting with Métis people from around British Columbia. 
The work that has been completed from the Land & Life team is of great value 
and importance.”  Drake summarized his experience in this way: “The Land and 
Life project has truly opened my eyes to my Métis culture. From listening to our 
elders and attending community gatherings across BC; this study has genuinely 
culturally educated me in ways I would have never imagined. It was a pleasure 
working on the Land and Life project, and I hope those who read the report will 
gain new insight into Métis Land use in BC.”  The final word goes to Project Lead, 
Joe Desjarlais:  “The presentation of the Final Report to Natural Resources Canada 
represents the collective effort of so many people and I was honored to facilitate 
the project! I wish to convey my appreciation to our liaisons, elders, knowledge 
keepers, and community leaders who bring closure to the Métis Land and Life 
Study through this final phase and feedback loop. I am grateful for the operational 
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team, BC Métis Federation board, staff, community liaisons, elders, and community 
members over the course of this project that worked with me tirelessly to build 
community relationships that are crucial to the success of this project. The need for 
properly instituted local knowledge partnerships and the protocol to maintain right 
relationships is made all the more urgent with the loss of elder Bud Jenkins, who 
passed away not long after I interviewed him for this project. When we lose elders 
we lose valuable knowledge.  May you rest in peace, Bud.”  

“ Wonderful writeup. ” – Paul Gillis, interview participant 

“ I have read through all the attachments you sent … Great job! Well done 
to all the team. ” – Cindy Wilgosh, Community Liaison, Clearwater

The BCMF Terrestrial Study Final Report is an assertion of our on-going 
self-determination as Métis peoples in BC.  For too long our history and memory has 
been denied; this project provided the opportunity for our member communities to 
come together to recall our storied pasts and to begin to shape informed opinions 
about economic development projects and the governments development plans 
that will impact our future. If we are going to become valued partners in the 
decision-making processes that include the necessity of our informed consent 
we must continue to build our capacity so that we can responsibly respond to the 
demands of industry. We have the right to act within our own interests.  And, 
because there are many ways of being Métis, any reconciliation with the Crown 
must take into account the nuance and complexity of our lived-experience in 
this province.  We can participate best when our historic kinship patterns are 
recognized and affirmed and our right to self-determination is understood within 
our own cultural context.  Future environmental impact assessments that come 
out of this study will provide an additional platform for the self-determining Métis 
communities in BC to challenge the colonial understandings of our history and to 
advance our land and harvesting rights.  

“ I have not much more to report to enhance the amount of work that you 
put into this huge report. I believe that you covered all the items that came 
from the submission of the surveys from our meetings. I truly enjoyed 
the information from the interviews, and even from the number of people 
talked to at the meetings were actually were spoken to me meeting our 
Métis community.   The sentiments were recounted as the same messages 
as those who you interviewed .” – Marie March, Community Liaison,  
Kamloops

“ You guys did a great job… I’ll help you out the next time ” – Earl 
Belcourt, Community Liaison, Vancouver Island

We call on the Federal Government to make an on-going investment in knowledge 
partnerships, as represented by this report, so that the BCMF can continue the 
essential work of enabling our unique Métis communities to build the capacity 
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Project Lead Joe Desjarlais discussing the project in the community.
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to defend their distinctiveness and renew their historical connection to the 
Crown, First Nations, and other self-determined Métis communities.  Knowledge 
partnerships carried out in a transparent and open forum based upon mutual 
recognition through careful research and data collection is a wise investment into 
our collective futures.  At a time when international pressure is exerted upon the 
Government of Canada through the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples, and national opinions are shifting as a result of the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission, it is imperative that good faith measures be taken by 
the Crown to enhance peaceful coexistence.  Building this capacity into existing and 
future Métis self-determined communities in BC will build public trust in a process 
that is just, fair and equitable and based on the principles of respect for historical 
difference.
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Appendix 1 

Métis Land and Life Project:  General Operational Team Roles and Responsibilities 

Project Lead  

Ø Project lead (PL) leads and executes the project workplan in collaboration with the team

Ø Project lead establishes and maintains relationship with community liaisons.

Ø Reports to BCMF board at board meetings and annual general meetings

Ø Information sharing to the broader community.

Ø Executes the research agenda in partnership with academic lead

Ø Establishes contact with politicians, Indigenous groups, agencies, archives, Universities, 
Institutes.

Ø PL communicates with team to clarify deliverables

Ø PL assists academic lead to educate operational team on the research agenda

Ø Facilitate progress on academic plan as supported by the academic lead

Ø Travel into communities and leads meetings, interviews, information sessions

Ø Co-authors the final narrative report

Academic Lead 

Ø Guides the research agenda in partnership with project lead.

Ø Suggests potential contacts or knowledge sources to PL for initial followup.

Ø Assists with content for marketing, website, academic information, eg. surveys etc.

Ø Communicates with project lead to ensure reporting deliverables and academic research agenda

Ø Monitors research tasks in collaboration with team

Ø Attends meetings at the request of the project lead. AGMs, etc.

Ø Co-authors the final narrative report
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Project Administrator 
 
 

Ø Communicates regularly with CEO and financial officer as needed and reports to PL 
 

Ø Identifies and books meetings, large or small and set itineraries for community members and 
project team within budget. 

 
Ø Work with team to ensure process for reimbursement and release cheques. 

 
Ø As part of team ensure project data and financial records are stored appropriately.  

 
Ø Communicates with team on budget and works with BCMF staff 

 
Ø Refers questions about research to academic lead and project lead 

 
Ø Travel into communities for meetings, interviews, info sessions as required 

 
 
Project Assistants  
 
 

Ø Takes direction from project lead, academic lead and manager 
 

Ø Familiarize with overall research agenda and the work plan and all information and handouts. 
 

Ø Assist with research in accordance of main areas of research in the research agenda at the 
direction of senior team members. (refer to Research agenda)  

 
Ø Documenting available primary or secondary sources according to proper citations. 

 
Ø Travel into communities to assist at meetings, interviews, and information sharing sessions. 

 
Ø Processing information collected at meetings, interviews and information sessions 

 
Ø As part of team ensure project data and financial records are stored appropriately.  

 
Ø Editing and formatting 
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Appendix 2: Initial correspondence to community leaders 
 
 
Hi ________ 
 
 
It was great to connect with you by phone and introduce you to the BC Métis Federation 
Terrestrial Reference Study, a traditional land-use study to identify Métis connections to land. I 
am the project facilitator.  
 
This is a 10 month study and will support increased awareness of traditional knowledge and 
community perspectives, increased communication, community self determination and the 
ability to identify and understand impacts of resource development on traditional land. 
 
We have a unique approach - this project is grounded in protocol, relationship building and 
community self determination. 
 
As part of the protocol of identifying key people I invited you to forward names of those who 
may be able to attend a meeting on the August 24 weekend in Vancouver.  
 
If people can't travel in August we want to make plans to come to your community!  
 
As well we seek to establish community liaisons and there is some funding for these roles. I 
invite you to forward names of those interested in connecting with people in this important 
role to get the stories heard. Perhaps you may be interested in becoming a liaison! 
 
I value your feedback and look forward to an ongoing conversation! 
 
Regards 
 
 
Joe Desjarlais 
Project Facilitator 
BC Métis Federation  
Métis Terrestrial Reference Study 
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Appendix 3 
 
 

 
Métis Land and Life Project press release 
 
 
 Wednesday, August 14th, 2019  
 
For Immediate Release Via email and BCMF website  
BC Métis Federation announces a ground-breaking “Métis Land and Life Project”  
 
(Vancouver, BC) BC Métis Federation is pleased to announce a ground breaking traditional land use 
study. The ten-month Métis community-led and community-based study will explore the long-standing 
relationships that Métis peoples have had with each other, with Canadian society, and with the land.  
Project facilitator Joe Desjarlais states, "Métis have been largely invisible in BC and many people assume 
we didn't use or currently do not use the land. This exciting study sets the stage for bringing our history 
and memory out of the background of Canada's past and, in the process, position us to establish a very 
different kind of relationship with Canada, one that is grounded in respect and recognition!"  
 
The Métis Terrestrial Reference Study is entitled, “The Métis Land and Life Project” which will explore 
how to recognize existing Métis practices along the TransMountain Pipeline Extension corridor and how 
to appropriately protect existing Métis harvesting and living patterns. The project's goal is to better 
understand how we can know Métis relationships to the land.  
 
Project leader Desjarlais concludes, "There is Métis history and memory as well as contemporary use by 
our Métis people along the project corridor and we need to account for it. Métis want to be recognized 
and respected by Canadian society, they want proper relationships with all levels of government, and, 
perhaps most importantly, they want to express who they are and their connections to land and place. 
The project is about understanding connections to the land and empowering individuals and 
communities so that they can share their knowledge in ways that benefit their long-term well being."  
 
Watch for ongoing updates including community meetings about this project and how you can become 
involved! For more information please contact Joe Desjarlais - Project facilitator at 778-892-0095  
BC Métis Federation thanks the Government of Canada, Natural Resources Canada, for the support of 
this important project. For more information about the BC Métis Federation go to www.bcMétis.com.  
 
Media Inquiries:  
Keith Henry, President  
BC Métis Federation  
#300-3665 Kingsway  
Vancouver, BC V5R 5W2  
Office 1-604-638-7220  
Cell 1-778-388-5013  
Email k.henry@bcmetis.com  
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Appendix 4 
 
 
 
 

 
Métis Land and Life Project 

 
BC Métis Federation Terrestrial Study 

 
Description: The Métis Land and Life Project is a ten-month community-led and 
community-based land use study that will begin to uncover the long-standing kinship 
relationships that Métis peoples have had with each other and with the land, especially 
as they relate to the TransMountain Pipeline Extension corridor. Facilitated by the 
BCMF’s Métis Land and Life team led by Joe Desjarlais, the study will explain how we 
can recognize existing connections to the land through harvesting activities such as 
hunting, fishing and gathering, and through historical experience and spiritual exercises. 
In short, the Métis Land and Life Project's goal is to better understand how our member 
communities understand and represent the practice of being Métis.  
 
While some of this information is apparent in the current cultural or economic practices 
of Métis in BC, much of our ways of living are buried in family stories or lost in individual 
memory. The Land and Life Project team hope to assist Métis community leaders and 
individual BCMF members in bringing their contemporary and historical connections to 
the land into focus. This is very important work: Understanding and affirming the land-
use practices of individual Métis communities in BC is necessary in order to 
appropriately protect Métis harvesting and living patterns, and it is an important step in 
the journey towards establishing a very different kind of relationship with Canada, one 
that is grounded in respect and recognition.  
 
As Métis Land and Life Project leader Desjarlais has stated, "There is Métis history and 
memory as well as contemporary use by our Métis people along the project corridor and 
we need to account for it. Métis want to be recognized and respected by Canadian 
society, they want proper relationships with all levels of government, and, perhaps most 
importantly, they want to express who they are and their connections to land and place.” 
 
At today’s meeting, we will outline the scope and intent of the Métis Land and Life 
Project and establish ways in which the BCMF and its member communities in BC can 
cooperate to acknowledge and represent Métis land-use along the TransMountain 
Pipeline Extension corridor. You will learn how a partnership between the Métis Land 
and Life team and individual Métis communities through “Community Liaisons” is meant 
to strengthen and energize our collective understanding of who we are as Indigenous 
Peoples and to empower individuals to share their knowledge in ways that benefit their 
community’s long-term wellbeing.  
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Appendix 5                                 
 
 
 
Métis Land and Life Project 

 
BC Métis Federation Terrestrial Study 

Inaugural Information Session 
Element Vancouver Metrotown 

5988 Willingdon Ave 
Burnaby, BC 

Sunday, August 25th, 2019 
1:00 PM – 4:00 PM 

 
 

Agenda 
 
1. Welcome and Opening Remarks - Keith Henry                                                1:00 PM 
2. Prayer - Local Elder                                                                                           1:10 PM 
3. Establishing Good Relations - Joe Desjarlais                                                   1:15 PM 
a. Métis Protocol 
b. Métis Practices 
4. The Métis Land and Life Project - Drake Henry and Angel Fisher                    1:45 PM 
a. Project objectives  
b. Project description (phases, activities, and deliverables) 
5. Open Dialogue - Led by Joe Desjarlais                                                             2:00 PM 
6. Coffee Break:                                                                                                    2:30 PM 
7. Community-based, Community-led research - Dr. Bruce Shelvey                    2:45 PM 
a. Role of the community liaison 
8. Break Out Session – Joe Desjarlais, Drake Henry, Angel Fisher                     3:00 PM 
a. Individual Q&A 
9. Wrap Up - Joe Desjarlais                                                                                  3:50 PM 
10. Farewell Prayer - Community Elder                                                                3:55 PM 
Dinner and Ongoing Dialogue                                                                               5:00 PM 
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Appendix 6 
 
 
 

 
 

Métis Land and Life Project  
Project Brief 

 
 
What is the purpose of this land-use study you call the “Métis Land and Life Project”? The Métis Land 
and Life Project will gather knowledge about contemporary and historical Métis land use in, around, and 
along the TransMountain Pipeline Extension (TMX) corridor in B.C. The TMX is owned by the Canadian 
government and they are required to consult with all Indigenous Peoples and to consider the impacts that 
the project will have on their way of life. The BC Métis Federation, on behalf of its membership, received 
funds from Natural Resources Canada (NRCAN) to study and report back on the short and long-term 
impacts of the pipeline construction and on-going operation. Our goal is to clearly show that BC Métis 
Federation members have an on-going interest in using the lands and resources along the TMX corridor.   
 
Where is the TMX corridor and how will it impact me? Here is a map of the proposed corridor: 
 

 
 
BC Métis Federation members and local communities should have a say in how the Canadian government 
develops land and resources, especially when these plans have a direct impact on Métis economic 
(hunting, fishing, gathering), cultural (historical or contemporary practices) or spiritual (gathering 
locations, burial sites) activities.  It does not matter whether you live directly in the path of the corridor. 
Any BC Métis Federation member who has family connections, prior use history, or seasonal activities 
within this area is qualified to participate. By showing that the TMX is going to impact some or all of these 
Métis activities, the BC Métis Federation can negotiate on your behalf to lessen the impact and to seek 
compensation for lost opportunities.  
 
Why should I participate in the Métis Land and Life Project? The Métis Land and Life Project is an 
opportunity to introduce your unique Métis perspective directly into the Canadian government’s 
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economic development plans. NRCAN is acknowledging Métis land-use along the TMX corridor in British 
Columbia, but at this point there is little hard evidence to support how and to what extent we utilize the 
land and resources. This land-use study may well be the first opportunity that Métis peoples in BC have 
had to make our way of life known in order to influence the development of natural resources in BC! 
 
What is unique about the Métis Land and Life Project and how can I be involved? The BC Métis 
Federation understands this land-use study as a way to build lasting relationships through gathering and 
sharing our knowledge and history. Community Liaisons will be an important link between the Métis Land 
and Life Project team and individual Métis peoples in BC. We seek to establish a Community Liaison from 
your own region because we want to make sure that the information that is gathered and reported is by 
your community and for your community. Over the next few months, liaisons will identify storytellers, 
elders, knowledge keepers, and hunters, trappers, fishers and gatherers in each community, organize 
community meetings in your area to gather members who want to be more informed of or participate in 
the project, and arrange for one-on-one information sharing sessions with key people. Our team will come 
to your community, participate in community events, build relationships, and record any information that 
you have about Métis land-use in the TMX corridor.  
 
What will happen with the information that I share with the Métis Land and Life Team? Together the 
BC Métis Federation Métis Land and Life Project team, the Community Liaison, and you as individual Métis 
member have the opportunity to show the government of Canada that Métis continue to use the land 
and resources along the TMX corridor. The BC Métis Federation is committed to sharing information with 
the government that is relevant to this aim but will do so in a way that respects your local community and 
protects individual members. Simply stated, the knowledge from the Métis Land and Life Project is owned 
by the diverse communities in cooperation with the BC Métis Federation. We commit to working with the 
BC Métis Federation members in order to produce a report that is a reflection of our shared values and 
goals. 
 
Is this going to be cost me time and money? What am I going to get out of it? The Métis Land and Life 
Project team wants to establish good relations with you and your community. We will fund community 
events so that we can meet to undertake this project. Because the communities own their own knowledge 
and have the right to benefit from it, our goal is to draw the knowledge out of the community by building 
strong relationships! Governments and industry have long denied or ignored Métis history and existence 
in BC. In an age of reconciliation in Canada, we hope to empower you in your community to fully express 
and exercise your right to be Métis. When you take the time to share what you know about Métis land-
use along the TMX corridor, you enable the BC Métis Federation to represent your interests and move us 
towards a proper relationship with the rest of Canadian society. The Métis Land and Life Project is about 
the ability of Métis people to live within their traditions, connected to land and culture. You can be part 
of a renewal led by communities themselves! 
 
Where else can I be involved in shaping a new future for Métis in BC? In addition to the knowledge you 
share with us, the Métis Land and Life Project team will collect historical and contemporary Métis land-
use information from relevant social, institutional and news media outlets as well as from other potential 
sources like libraries, archives, and special collections. If you know of relevant information please let one 
of the Métis Land and Life Project team know! It is our hope that this project will lead to the recognition 
and renewal of Métis practices, to the reformation and restoration of strong friendships, and to the 
exercise and extension of proper relationships, based upon what is the best for one another!  
 
For further information contact Project Leader Joe Desjarlais - 778-892-0095 or j.desjarlais@bcMétis.com 
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economic development plans. NRCAN is acknowledging Métis land-use along the TMX corridor in British Columbia, but at this point there is little hard evidence to support how and to what extent we utilize the land and resources. This land-use study may well be the first opportunity that Métis peoples in BC have had to make our way of life known in order to influence the development of natural resources in BC!  What is unique about the Métis Land and Life Project and how can I be involved? The BC Métis Federation understands this land-use study as a way to build lasting relationships through gathering and sharing our knowledge and history. Community Liaisons will be an important link between the Métis Land and Life Project team and individual Métis peoples in BC. We seek to establish a Community Liaison from your own region because we want to make sure that the information that is gathered and reported is by your community and for your community. Over the next few months, liaisons will identify storytellers, elders, knowledge keepers, and hunters, trappers, fishers and gatherers in each community, organize community meetings in your area to gather members who want to be more informed of or participate in the project, and arrange for one-on-one information sharing sessions with key people. Our team will come to your community, participate in community events, build relationships, and record any information that you have about Métis land-use in the TMX corridor.   What will happen with the information that I share with the Métis Land and Life Team? Together the BC Métis Federation Métis Land and Life Project team, the Community Liaison, and you as individual Métis member have the opportunity to show the government of Canada that Métis continue to use the land and resources along the TMX corridor. The BC Métis Federation is committed to sharing information with the government that is relevant to this aim but will do so in a way that respects your local community and protects individual members. Simply stated, the knowledge from the Métis Land and Life Project is owned by the diverse communities in cooperation with the BC Métis Federation. We commit to working with the BC Métis Federation members in order to produce a report that is a reflection of our shared values and goals.  Is this going to be cost me time and money? What am I going to get out of it? The Métis Land and Life Project team wants to establish good relations with you and your community. We will fund community events so that we can meet to undertake this project. Because the communities own their own knowledge and have the right to benefit from it, our goal is to draw the knowledge out of the community by building strong relationships! Governments and industry have long denied or ignored Métis history and existence in BC. In an age of reconciliation in Canada, we hope to empower you in your community to fully express and exercise your right to be Métis. When you take the time to share what you know about Métis land-use along the TMX corridor, you enable the BC Métis Federation to represent your interests and move us towards a proper relationship with the rest of Canadian society. The Métis Land and Life Project is about the ability of Métis people to live within their traditions, connected to land and culture. You can be part of a renewal led by communities themselves!  Where else can I be involved in shaping a new future for Métis in BC? In addition to the knowledge you share with us, the Métis Land and Life Project team will collect historical and contemporary Métis land-use information from relevant social, institutional and news media outlets as well as from other potential sources like libraries, archives, and special collections. If you know of relevant information please let one of the Métis Land and Life Project team know! It is our hope that this project will lead to the recognition and renewal of Métis practices, to the reformation and restoration of strong friendships, and to the exercise and extension of proper relationships, based upon what is the best for one another!   For further information contact Project Leader Joe Desjarlais - 778-892-0095 or j.desjarlais@bcMétis.com 
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Métis Land and Life Study Map        
         P:_____________ 
 
 
Name:_________________________________ Date of Birth: _________________ 
          (YYYY/MM/DD) 
 
On the map identify any of the following land-use locations by 
placing a pin with the appropriate reference label attached: 
 
Specific Harvesting Locations (Red Flagged Pins): 
 
� Hunting:          _________(A) 
 
� Large Animal Habitat: (breeding, birthing, licks, grazing, shelters)  _________(B) 
 
� Small Animal Habitat: (nesting, breeding, hibernating, migrating, staging) _________(C)  
 
� Trapping Grounds/Lines:        _________(D) 
 
� Fishing Sites:         _________(E) 
 
� Fish Habitat  (spawning areas, migration route)     _________(F) 
 
� Berry/Root/Vegetable Gathering Grounds      _________(G) 
 
� Traditional Plants (medicine, crafts, materials, fuel, food, spices)   _________(H) 
 
� Other Resources (rocks, minerals, timber, spring water)    _________(I) 
 
Physical Locations and Places 
 
� Cabins or Camping Areas        ________(J) 
 
� Trails and Pathways (Mark trailheads)      ________(K) 
 
� Gravesites and Burial Grounds        ________(L) 
 
� Archaeological Sites        ________(M) 
 
� Cultural or Spiritual Sites        ________(N) 
 
� Special Areas or Landmarks       ________(O) 
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Appendix 8 
 
 Long form Map Questions for BCMF Métis Terrestrial Reference Study 
(Métis Land and Life Study) 
 
Date: 
Location of Interview:  
Interviewer: 
 
Name of Interviewee (include Métis name if known): 
Date of Birth:   
 
Kinship Network (if known): 
 
Connection to Place (if known): 
 
Reference Number (Initials and Year of Birth):  
 - example: John Doe, November 1, 1950 = JD50 
 
 
Section One: General Land-use Questions: 
 
Do you have any general memories or family stories of Métis living in BC? 
 
 
Show them a map of the TMX Corridor with common city names and broad “band” along the 
TMX corridor: 
 
We are going to ask you about your knowledge of any Métis historical or contemporary use in or 
around the area included in the TMX corridor. It would be most useful if you can point out 
specific locations on the map and provide some contextual information for each one. These 
questions are meant to prompt your memory about Métis land use in this region.   
 
 
Section Two: Specific Harvesting Questions 
 
1) Do you know where Métis hunt in the TMX corridor? If yes, please:  
 a)  Mark locations and species on the map, with time of year.   
  - Reference: Initials/YofB/Question number: ex: JD50(1):  ______________ 
 
 b)  Are there any cultural uses for particular species?   
 

149

Appendix 8: Long Form Map Questions



2) Do you know where are special areas for large animals in the TMX corridor (eg., birthing 
areas, mineral licks, migration routes, feeding areas, shelter areas, breeding areas, etc)? If yes, 
please:  
 a)  Mark locations and species on the map, and time of year.   
  - Reference: Initials/YofB/Question number: ex: JD50(2):  ______________ 
 
 b)  Is there a specific time of year associated with these specific areas/activities?   
 
3) Do you know where are the special areas for small animals, birds, reptiles, insects, or 
anything, in the TMX corridor (eg., nesting, breeding, hibernating, migrating, staging, etc areas)? 
If yes, please:  
 a)  Mark locations and species on the map, and time of year.   
  - Reference: Initials/YofB/Question number: ex: JD50(3):  ______________ 
 
 b)  Do you know any seasonal patterns for these activities?     
 
4) Do you know where Métis trap in the TMX corridor? If yes, please:  
 a)  Mark locations of traplines and species trapped on the map   
  - Reference: Initials/YofB/Question number: ex: JD50(4):  ______________ 
 
 b)  Are there special habitats for trapped species?  Do any furbearing animals have 
specific cultural importance?  
 
5) Do you know where Métis fish in the TMX corridor? If yes, please:  
 a)  Mark locations and species on the map, and time of year.   
  - Reference: Initials/YofB/Question number: ex: JD50(5):  ______________ 
 
 b)  What, if any, are the cultural uses for particular species, whether subsistence and/or 
commercial?   
 
6) Do you know where there are special areas for fish in the TMX corridor (eg., spawing areas)?  
   If yes, please:  
 a)  Mark locations and species on the map, and time of year. 
  - Reference: Initials/YofB/Question number: ex: JD50(6):  ______________ 
   
 b)  Are there any specific seasonal patterns associated with these activities?   
 
7) Do you know where Métis collect berries in the TMX corridor? If yes, please:  
 a)  Mark locations and berry species on the map   
  - Reference: Initials/YofB/Question number: ex: JD50(7):  ______________ 
 
 b)  How are these berries used?  (eg., domestic or commercial consumption, dyes,   
  medicines,)   
 
8) Do you know where Métis collect other traditional plants in the TMX corridor? If yes, please:  
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 a)  Mark locations and species collected on the map   
  - Reference: Initials/YofB/Question number: ex: JD50(8):  ______________ 
 
 b)  What are specific traditional plants used for (eg., medicines, crafts, building materials,  
  heat, commercial or personal consumption, mushrooms, etc.)?  
 
9) Do you know if Métis gather or harvest any other resources in the TMX corridor?  (eg: Rocks, 
   minerals (gold mining), timber, spring water, etc) 
 a)  Mark locations and species collected on the map   
  - Reference: Initials/YofB/Question number: ex: JD50(9):  ______________ 
 
 b)  What are the specific uses of these materials (eg., crafts, building materials, income,  
  medicinal effects, culture, etc)? 
 
 
Section Three:  Physical Locations and Places 
 
A) Do you know where there any Métis cabins or camping areas in or around the TMX corridor? 
If yes, please:  
 a)  Mark locations on the map 
  - Reference: Initials/YofB/Question number: ex: JD50(A):  ______________ 
   
 b)  Are they abandoned or still in use?  What were/are they used for?   
 c)  Are there any historic, heritage or cultural values associated with the sites.   
 
B) Do you know of any Métis trails that cross through or near to the TMX corridor? If yes, 
please:  
 a)  Mark them on the map   
  - Reference: Initials/YofB/Question number: ex: JD50(B):  ______________ 
 
 b)  Are they abandoned or still in use?  What were/are they used for? 
 
C) Do you know of any Métis gravesites or burial grounds within the TMX corridor region? If 
yes:  
 a)  Mark them on the map   
  - Reference: Initials/YofB/Question number: ex: JD50(C):  ______________ 
 
 b)  What are the identifying features of these sites? (ie: gravestones, crosses, etc)   
 
D) Do you know of any sites with archaeological significance for Métis within the TMX corridor 
region? If yes:  
 a)  Mark locations on the map  
  - Reference: Initials/YofB/Question number: ex: JD50(D):  ______________ 
  
 b)  To the best of your knowledge, what might be found at these sites?  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E) Do you know of any special cultural or spiritual sites for Métis within the TMX corridor 
region? If yes:  
 a)  Mark locations on the map   
  - Reference: Initials/YofB/Question number: ex: JD50(E):  ______________ 
 
 b)  Describe the importance of these kinds of sites:   
 
F) Are there any special features or landmarks within the TMX corridor that are important 
because they are associated with Métis oral tradition, stories, songs or material culture (beading, 
weaving, art, etc)? If yes:  
 a)  Mark locations on the map 
   - Reference: Initials/YofB/Question number: ex: JD50(F):  ______________ 
  
 b)  Can you describe why the location is important? 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Appendix 9 
 
 

 
 

Métis Land and Life Project 
 

BC Métis Federation Terrestrial Study 
 

Research Agenda 
 

 
Purpose: To identify key resources that will assist the BCMF in gathering knowledge about 
historical and contemporary Métis land use in, around and along the TMP-X corridor. To 
establish information system to manage and protect Métis knowledge for the benefit of Métis 
member communities. To identify specific repositories that hold knowledge of Métis land-use, 
kinship patterns, and mobility networks within BC.   
 
Scope: Historical and contemporary land-use, including hunting and harvesting practices, 
residential and migratory patterns, and spiritual and emotional connections. Research on these 
economic, social and cultural considerations will require an inventory of sources including 
reviewing relevant academic and popular literature, identifying academic experts and 
community knowledge keepers, monitoring of social, institutional and news media, mapping 
kinship relations, and cataloguing primary documents in local, regional and national archives.   
 
Outcome: To understand the knowledge-based resources relevant to Métis histories and 
geographies that are available to the BCMF. The capacity to know and understand past and 
present Métis land-use practices will enable the BCMF to effectively represent its members 
when negotiating with the Crown over the impact of the TMP-X on Métis communities and the 
mitigation of its effects on Métis land-use.   
 
Main Areas of Research: 
 
Bibliography of Relevant Secondary/Published Sources  
 - this includes academic literature and popular works 
 - research includes early fur trade, colony, provincialism, and contemporary land-use 
 
Index of Relevant Published Primary Sources/Government Reports 
 - early fur trade journals (Fort Langley, etc.) 
 - journals/reports of government officials (Boundary Commission) 
 - Papers Relating to the Indian Land Question 
 - the McKenna-McBride Report 
 - other contemporary studies, statistical databases, gov’t reports 
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Inventory of Experts and Organizations (websites/resources) 
 - Evans (UBCO), Barman (UBC), Goulet, Sloan (UVic), McCormick (TRU), etc. 
 - BCMF, MNBC, Nova, Kelly Lake, UBCIC 
 - knowledge keepers, elders and community/family historians 
 
Monitoring of Media 
 - Social: FB, Twitter, Instagram 
 - Institutional: National, provincial and local governments, Indigenous organizations,  
  corporations and companies, universities and public policy and research centres 
 - News: CBC, Global, etc. 
 
Identify Holdings in Archives and Special Collections 
 - newspapers (inventory of historical databases or collections) 
 - personal papers (Métis individuals, communities, activists) 
 - government documents (RG10) 
 - Possible Archives include: 
  - BC Provincial Archives 
  - University of Washington 
  - UBC Archives and Special Collections 
  - Local archives in Prince George, Merrit, Peace River district, etc. 
  - HBCo Archives in Winnipeg (On-line) 
  - Rupertsland Centre for Métis Research (RCMR) – UofA 
  - Gabriel Dumont Institute  
   - see exhaustive list of archives and repositories 
   - http://www.metismuseum.ca/moccasin_telegraph.php 
  - Glenbow Archives (Calgary) 
 
 
Mapping of Métis Kinship and Mobility Networks 

- family and community connections with specific reference to their practice, 
operation and function within BC 
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Appendix 11 
  

“Métis Land and Life Project” 
BC Métis Federation Terrestrial Study 

 
“Connect with People, Land and Place” 

 
Community Liaison Role and Responsibilities 

 
 
Thank you for your interest in becoming a Community Liaison or, if you are not able to fulfill the role, 
your suggestion of others who may be interested! Liaisons are community champions who are willing to 
partner with the BCMF Métis Land and Life team. Liaisons represent their individual Métis community in 
order to build capacity and empower people to share their knowledge about the land in ways that 
benefit their community’s long-term wellbeing.  
 
The Land and Life team will work with Community Liaisons to carry out this land-use study in a good way 
and in the process build sustainable, long-term relationships with members and communities. As part of 
the good practices that are guided by Métis principles, we believe that knowledge is owned by 
communities and individuals. Therefore, appropriate access to community knowledge will only come out 
of relationship building. In other words, the Métis Land and Life team do not pretend to be experts that 
know your community. We rely on your knowledge of where to meet, how and where best to facilitate 
local meetings, and who to invite. You know your community, its nuances, the elders and knowledge 
keepers, and your land-based experts! 
 
For this land-use study to be successful, the Community Liaison will assume specific responsibilities. 
Although not a nine-to-five job, there is an expectation that you will build positive relationships with the 
Métis Land and Life team as we together do the exciting work of renewing our collective memory. Your 
work will be to bring people together in meetings and to inspire local community members to get 
excited about sharing their local knowledge and ways of knowing! The primary function of a Community 
Liaison is to mediate between the Land and Life team and your local community. This includes: 

• Coordinating opportunities within communities to gather information.  
• Assisting with planning and attending meetings. 
• Communicating with local people. 
• Listening to and learning from people. 
• Providing the Métis land and Life team with community feedback and suggestions about where 

to draw out community knowledge.  Eg. Events, local archives, universities.    
 
We want your local community to take ownership of this project. This means “knowledge by Métis, for 
Métis and others!” Knowledge must benefit members in your local community.  
 
To this end we thank you for your willingness to participate! 
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Appendix 13 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Métis Land and Life Project - BC Métis Federation Terrestrial Study Summary Report 

 
The Métis Land and Life Project is a Métis land-use study, with a specific focus on the TMX corridor. The 
team invites community members to share their knowledge about land use with the objective of finding 
out who holds the knowledge about Métis connections to place. We ask the questions of Métis in 
various communities across BC like: “Do you have any historical and current connections with this 
region?” “What is the past and present Métis presence on the land and water”? We want to know the 
Métis connection to place, the person(s) who made these connections, and the purpose for their 
interaction with land or natural resources. The Land and Life team includes: Joe Desjarlais as project 
lead; Drake Henry and Angel Fisher are project assistants; Dr. Bruce Shelvey is academic lead; and Sherry 
Daniels provides administrative support.    
 
There are four phases to this project. The First Phase, completed between July to September (2019), 
included initial planning, launching the program, identifying community liaisons, and developing the 
academic plan. The Second Phase, undertaken between October and December included 
communicating and training community liaisons, meeting with liaisons and community members in 
regions like Kelowna, Terrace, Clearwater, Victoria and the Lower Mainland. In this initial engagement, 
the team continued to identify and catalogue general reference points along the TMX corridor, with an 
emphasis on place, people, and purpose. Using an Indigenous research methodology, the Land and Life 
team gathered information from community members on topics ranging from hunting, fishing and 
gathering sites to sacred spaces, burial grounds and harvesting camps. A large map was used to visually 
represent not only the TMX corridor, but also the information gathered from the memory and history of 
Métis peoples across BC.   
 
This project is community led, community based, and knowledge is owned by the local community. The 
Indigenous Research Methodology relies upon community liaisons to make vital links to the local 
community. The team relies on their knowledge and advice to know where to meet, how and where 
best to facilitate local meetings, and who to invite. Liaisons assist by coordinating opportunities within 
communities to gather information, assisting with planning and attending meetings, communicating and 
building relationships with local people, and providing the team with community feedback and 
suggestions about where to draw out community knowledge including oral testimony, government 
reports, and local archives. The information coming out of community research has been priceless and 
the team is excited to see what else is uncovered in community-based research.      
 
Dr Shelvey has assisted with implementing an academic plan to gather and store information from the 
historical record and from community knowledge. To date the team has conducted two academic 
research trips to significant archives in Victoria and Seattle. Research is ongoing and includes the 
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creation of an expansive bibliography that will identify key primary and secondary sources that contain 
useful information on historic and contemporary Métis presence in BC. The purpose of the bibliography 
is to understand how Métis memory has been systematically denied and how Métis communities today 
can regain control over their own history. The right to celebrate being Métis in BC means leveraging the 
reality of a longstanding presence on the land in the province in order to gain a voice in BC’s economic 
development projects and the government’s development plans. Armed with the knowledge of a 
sustained and dynamic history that included kindship networks that spanned the Pacific Northwest, this 
project empowers local members and communities to be fully Métis and encourages them to assume 
their rightful place as partners in the future plans of the province.   
 
The land and life team will be completing initial community engagements in January and thereafter will 
work with the liaisons to gather feedback and suggestions as we begin to analyze and interpret the data. 
The next phase (January to March) can include further information sharing as well as sitting down with 
elders and knowledge keepers and talk about specifics, identifying key people in a ‘case study’ format 
that can provide the team with more specific information. The last phase (April-June) includes 
completion of community meetings, maintaining a feedback loop with the community liaisons, and 
writing a final report based upon feedback from communities. 
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Report on the Métis Land and Life Project    January 24 -25, 2020 

 
By Project Lead Joe Desjarlais 

 
 
Welcome to the Planning meeting! This meeting also fulfils information sharing and engages 
community members in the process 
 
 My name is Joe Desjarlais and I am the project lead for the Métis Land and life project (TSI) 
 
Context for the project 
 

1. The Terrestrial Studies Initiative (TSI)  
 

2. The Terrestrial Cumulative Effects Initiative  
 

3. The approved TSI work plan objective: “to facilitate Indigenous participation in 
dialogues relating to natural resource development by supporting the review and 
update of a traditional land use study.”  

  
4. Approved work plan description: “The recipient will identify the location of historic and 

contemporary Métis fishing, hunting and gathering territories through a knowledge 
partnership model..” 

 
5. What is the project? At its core this is a land use study. We invite people to share their 

knowledge about land use in the Trans Mountain corridor.  
 

6. Phases and project timeframe: There are 4 phases 
  

7. The knowledge partnership model and Indigenous methodology is key to the success 
of this study and community liaisons are vital.  

 
8. Progress in achieving project outcomes 

 
9. General reflections from feedback  
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10. Why is this project important going forward?  
 

11. General observations about feedback from project lead  
 

12. Reflections on liaison feedback 
 

13. Questions to consider going forward 
 

A. How can we equip liaisons to build strong local community relationships and break 
down barriers and support local community cohesion? 

 
“Outcomes happen at the speed of relationship building.” 
 

B. Ongoing plan - How can this study translate into the cumulative study and beyond? 
 

C. Building on our current work - a BC Métis Federation knowledge division 
 
 

14. Planning for current community engagement – Action items  
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Transcript of Jack 

Jack Land Use Interview 

Joe: Good afternoon Jack, I’m going to ask you some specific harvesting questions regarding the 
Métis land and life study. Do you know where Métis hunt in the Trans Mountain corridor? If 
yes, please help me locations and species on the map and time of year.  

Jack: Sure, a lot of our family lived in the Jasper area, and later moved into the Valemont area 
which is right where the pipeline goes through. We did a lot of moose hunting, some trapping 
for animals, and fishing along the Fraser river down there. Growing up that’s what we learned 
what to do, hunt moose and bear.  

Joe: Would you associate any of these activities with a time of year? 

Jack: Oh of course, we did most of our moose hunting in the Fall and in the spring we would go 
and hunt bear. We did some elk hunting too.   

Joe: Just to reiterate, we’re talking about the Jasper area and down into the Valemount area. 

Jack: Yes we are.  

Joe: Are there any specific cultural uses for these species?  

Jack: Well my grandmother taught us how to use every part of the animal that we hunted and 
harvested. We used the hide and ate the meat. We used everything together, we never 
believed in wasting any part of the animals. The ladies would tan the hides, we did everything. 

Joe: Do you know of any special areas for large animals in the TMX corridor? Including birthing 
areas, breeding areas, salt licks, feeding areas, migration patterns. And if yes, can you mark 
them on the map?  

Jack: Yes, so as I said we went through the Jasper area through into the Valemont area. Along 
the corridor near Valemont there’s plenty of good moose hunting around there. Everything 
along the Fraser river was a wonderful corridor for wildlife that we harvested.  

Joe: Is there a specific time of year again that’re associated with these activities?  

Jack: Well most of our harvesting was done in the fall, from September to November. 

160

Appendix 13: Jack Land Use Interview Transcript



Joe: Do you know where there are any special areas for small animals, birds, reptiles, insects or 
anything in the TMX corridor that is related to nesting, breeding, hibernating, staging, feeding. 
And if so, can you point it out?  
 
Jack: So we also do a lot of grouse hunting in the Valemont area. There’s tonnes of birds around 
there; but we only harvested grouse. If you go anywhere along that corridor, there’s tonnes of 
places along the river to see animals feeding and nesting.  
 
Joe: Again, would you say that the seasonal activities are also held in the Fall?  
 
Jack: Yes.  
 
Joe: Do you know where Métis trap in the TMX corridor? If yes, can you mark locations the 
map?  
 
Jack: A lot of the trapping we did would’ve been in the Valemont area and the Tête-Jaune 
Cache, which is about 20 km away from Valemont because of all the mountains around there. 
My uncle had a trapline out there and my dad would go up with him and trap. The other thing is 
that we had some conflict with the local north Thompson Indian band as they claimed that land 
but we only used that land to collect food for our families, so we didn’t have a lot of issues with 
them.  
 
Joe: can you elaborate on the Tête-Jaune area?  
 
Jack: Sure, The Tête-Jaune Cache was a Métis settlement years and years ago. Tête-Jaune was 
an Iroquois Métis person that opened up the yellow head trail. He had a cache there to store 
his food safely. Eventually it was a thriving community since paddlers would come up the river 
there.  
 
Joe: Are there any special habitats for trap species?  
 
Jack: Well I think that whole corridor, if you go down the Fraser, there’s tonnes of species 
there. Bears, deer, elk, everything you can imagine. That’s why we went there, it was very 
bountiful for us.  
 
Joe: Do you know where Métis fish in the TMX corridor? If so, can you indicate them on the 
map?  
 
Jack: Well the Fraser River had lots of fish in it. We didn’t eat much fish, but you had to eat 
some in the winter if you needed food and couldn’t hunt. Mainly trout in there.  
 
Joe: What if any are the cultural uses for the fish? Be it for sustenance or commercial?  
 
Jack: Well we mainly just ate what we caught, trout or salmon.  
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Joe: Do you know where there are special areas for fish? For instance, spawning areas?  
 
Jack: Oh yes, near the Cache there’s a salmon spawning area in there.  
Joe: Are there any specific seasonal patterns associated with these activities?  
 
Jack: Well the salmon would always come up in the early fall or late summer to spawn. It was 
easiest to catch them there since they’re waiting around to spawn.  
 
Joe: Do you know where Métis collect berries along the TMX corridor? If yes can you point 
them out on the map?  
 
Jack: Sure. So in the early summer time my mother and aunt would go out and get berries near 
Valemont and the Cache and collect lots of berries for us. We would come home after being out 
all day and we’d have fresh pies.  
 
Joe: How else are these berries used?  
 
Jack: Well, there were blackberries, wild berries, blueberries. And they’d harvest them to put in 
different foods. My mom used to put blueberries in pemmican, or make them into pies, or 
preserve them for us.  
 
Joe: Do you know where Métis collect other traditional plants in the TMX corridor? If yes can 
you mark locations and species? 
 
Jack: My grandmother used to collect mosses and herbs for medicines and knew all the 
locations up between Jasper, the Cache, and Valemont. She also collected wildflowers, things 
like that. 
 
Joe: What are specific traditional plants used for? Medicines, building materials, etc.?  
 
Jack: Yeah. So a lot of the medicinal stuff, she used herbs for that. If you took the pebbles off 
the flowers she would use those for artistic design on her moccasins. She would sometimes 
brew herbal teas for us. She would gather dandelions, wildflowers, grass stems, bark; yeah she 
used everything.  
 
Joe: Do you know if Métis gather or harvest any other resources in the TMX corridor? For 
instance rocks, timber, spring water. If so, can you mark locations and species.  
 
Jack: Sure; so what happened to our particular family is that once the hunting and fishing dried 
up they lost those cultural skills. So, then they started logging and harvesting trees to making a 
living and support their families.  
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Jack: Some are abandoned but some are in use. Because of modern technology, people drive 
along those corridors now. A lot of people hunt on those old trails near Valemont.  
 
Joe: Do you know of any Métis gravesites or burial grounds in the TMX corridor? If so can you 
mark them on the map?  
 
Jack: I know in Valemont some of our relatives are buried there. I’m not sure of Tête-Jaune 
Cache was buried there or if there’s a gravesite there. I’m not exactly sure where.  
 
Joe: Are there any identifying features of these sites? Or are they mostly unmarked graves?  
 
Jack: Some of the graves in Valemont have their traditional Métis names on the headstones. I 
know in Tête-Jaune Cache there would be unmarked graves up there.  
 
Joe: Do you know of any sites of any archeological significance to the Métis? If so can you mark 
any on the map? 
 
Jack: Well in Tête-Jaune Cache for sure, it’s a pretty prominent place since it played a significant 
role in the early development of BC. I’d imagine there was some type of markings there.  
 
Joe: To the best of your abilities, could you describe what could be found in these places?  
 
Jack: Well if you know the history of Tête-Jaune Cache. A lot of the area was destroyed by 
flooding and fires. But a lot of our people and family members lived there. Every year we try to 
get the grandkids up there and let them know that their past relatives lived there. I think its 
historically significant to the Métis people since Tête-Jaune Cache was one of the first earliest 
Métis explorers to open up a passage for other explorers and traders.  
 
Joe: Do you know of any special cultural or spiritual sites for Métis within the corridor?  
 
Jack: As I said, to us and our particular family Tête-Jaune Cache is a very sacred place for us. Our 
ancestors played a large role in the fur trade in BC. So for us it means a lot, and we consider 
that a spiritual place. If you’ve ever been up there, you’re surrounded by beautiful trees and 
animals and that’s where our spirit and cultural comes from.  
 
Joe: Are there any special features or landmarks within the TMX corridor that are important 
because they are associated with Métis oral traditions, stories, songs, or material cultural such 
as beading or weaving?  
 
Jack: Well I know of some of our family in Valemont get together often and did jigging, dancing, 
beading when they’d meet together. So mainly in that area they celebrate being Métis.  
 
Joe: The last question I have is just a general land use question and its more open ended. Do 
you have any general memories or family stories of Métis living in BC?  
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Jack: Well, in our family we moved along where the work was. We moved from the Valemont 
and Cache area down the highway to Kamloops looking for logging work. Eventually moving 
down to Fort Langley and New Westminister and then of course to the island here; all related 
to the forestry industry since you moved where the employment was. But everywhere you 
went there were Métis people. I lived in Port Alberni here for a number of years and there’s a 
strong community there, even some from the prairies. They all came here for the forestry 
industry opportunities as well. And they had dances, parades, a lot of cultural activates. A lot of 
Métis communities on the island here continue to thrive. I know it’s not on the corridor but we 
all ended up here.  
  
Joe: Thank you very much Jack for your time.  
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Appendix 17  
 
Transcript of Sheila 
 

Land and Life Project- Sheila Interview 
 

Joe:  Hi Sheila, thank you for assisting with this interview. I’m going to begin with specific 
harvesting questions. Number one, do you know where Métis hunt in the trans-mountain 
corridor? If yes, can you help me mark locations, species, and perhaps time of year?  
 
Sheila: They hunt all along the waterways, rivers and parks. They would hunt up near those 
areas.   
 
Joe: Which rivers are those?  
 
Sheila: I think it was the North Thompson River, and the raft river.  
 
Joe: Are there any cultural uses for particular species, if so could you describe the species of 
animals.  
 
Sheila: Well they would hunt moose, deer, and at one time my mom told me they would hunt 
elk. They would hunt for food and would harvest hides to make gauntlets and clothing. Mom 
remembers gauntlets and moccasins being made with tanned moose hide.  
 
Joe: Number two, do you where are any special areas for large animals? Such as mineral licks, 
migration routes, feeding, or breeding areas?  
 
Sheila: Up around Star Lake. There’s an area called the “Wilds Grey area.” Also all up in Blue 
river, but my family did not go past Blue River.  
 
Joe: Any particular or time of year?  
 
Sheila: Would be in the fall, and my family would hunt during that time.  
 
Joe: Number three, do you know of any special areas for small animals? Including birds, 
reptiles, insects; in relating to breeding, nesting, migrating?  
 
Sheila: I remember grouse were hunted while my family did other hunting. In the summer my 
family did rabbit snaring. They would follow areas around lakes and rivers mainly.  
 
Joe: Are there any particular seasonal patterns for these activities?  
 
Sheila: I’m unsure. They did hunt at a particular time in the fall normally, if their food stocks 
were ruined they would have to hunt in the spring. But typically it would be in the fall.  
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Appendix 17  
 
Transcript of Sheila 
 

Land and Life Project- Sheila Interview 
 

Joe:  Hi Sheila, thank you for assisting with this interview. I’m going to begin with specific 
harvesting questions. Number one, do you know where Métis hunt in the trans-mountain 
corridor? If yes, can you help me mark locations, species, and perhaps time of year?  
 
Sheila: They hunt all along the waterways, rivers and parks. They would hunt up near those 
areas.   
 
Joe: Which rivers are those?  
 
Sheila: I think it was the North Thompson River, and the raft river.  
 
Joe: Are there any cultural uses for particular species, if so could you describe the species of 
animals.  
 
Sheila: Well they would hunt moose, deer, and at one time my mom told me they would hunt 
elk. They would hunt for food and would harvest hides to make gauntlets and clothing. Mom 
remembers gauntlets and moccasins being made with tanned moose hide.  
 
Joe: Number two, do you where are any special areas for large animals? Such as mineral licks, 
migration routes, feeding, or breeding areas?  
 
Sheila: Up around Star Lake. There’s an area called the “Wilds Grey area.” Also all up in Blue 
river, but my family did not go past Blue River.  
 
Joe: Any particular or time of year?  
 
Sheila: Would be in the fall, and my family would hunt during that time.  
 
Joe: Number three, do you know of any special areas for small animals? Including birds, 
reptiles, insects; in relating to breeding, nesting, migrating?  
 
Sheila: I remember grouse were hunted while my family did other hunting. In the summer my 
family did rabbit snaring. They would follow areas around lakes and rivers mainly.  
 
Joe: Are there any particular seasonal patterns for these activities?  
 
Sheila: I’m unsure. They did hunt at a particular time in the fall normally, if their food stocks 
were ruined they would have to hunt in the spring. But typically it would be in the fall.  

Joe: Number four, do you know where Métis trap in the TMX corridor?  

Sheila: No I don’t.  

Joe: Number five, do you know where Métis fish in the TMX corridor? 

Sheila: Oh everywhere, where there’s creeks or lakes. There’s plenty of trout to catch. 

Joe: Can you think of any specific fishing areas that would relate to yourself or your specific 
family?  

Sheila: In the Well’s grey park and Star Lake, also up north near Valemont. I think there’s 
logging roads and pathways for people to get around to the rivers and streams.  

Joe: Are there any particular seasonal patterns associated with fishing activities? 

Sheila: Not really, fishing is always great. Plenty of ice fishing.  

Joe: Do you know where Métis collect berries around the TMX corridor?  

Sheila: Oh all along the entire corridor, there’s soap berries, “soapallalys”. They are medicines 
but it’s also a treat. There’s huckleberries, saskatoon berries too.  

Joe: How are these berries used? 

Sheila: Dried typically. Soap berries are canned, and having them fresh is more of a modern 
thing. Nowadays we’re freezing them, making pies and jams.  

Joe: Number eight, do you know of any other Métis that collect plants in the TMX corridor? 

Sheila: All the way through where it grows in the corridor. There’s something called “Labrador 
tea,” Métis make a medicine tea out of that plant. Juniper, cedar, and pitch from pine trees. 
There’s also certain ferns and “Chaga”, it’s a type of mushroom. There’s also a “pine tree 
mushroom” that’s used as a medicine, and as a protectant in homes. I don’t know as much as 
medicines as I’d like to know, my aunts knew more.  

Joe: Any other ideas on what traditional plants might be used for? Including medicines, crafts, 
commercial, personal consumption?  

Sheila: Willow is used to build flats, the roots are used for weeding. You can also use the roots 
from cedar trees for weeding. Up all the way through the corridor, and a lot in Grey Wells park 
is lava rock. It’s a volcanic area, so lava rocks are used for sweat lodges and camp fires since 
they can absorb a lot of heat.  
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Appendix 17  
 
Transcript of Sheila 
 

Land and Life Project- Sheila Interview 
 

Joe:  Hi Sheila, thank you for assisting with this interview. I’m going to begin with specific 
harvesting questions. Number one, do you know where Métis hunt in the trans-mountain 
corridor? If yes, can you help me mark locations, species, and perhaps time of year?  
 
Sheila: They hunt all along the waterways, rivers and parks. They would hunt up near those 
areas.   
 
Joe: Which rivers are those?  
 
Sheila: I think it was the North Thompson River, and the raft river.  
 
Joe: Are there any cultural uses for particular species, if so could you describe the species of 
animals.  
 
Sheila: Well they would hunt moose, deer, and at one time my mom told me they would hunt 
elk. They would hunt for food and would harvest hides to make gauntlets and clothing. Mom 
remembers gauntlets and moccasins being made with tanned moose hide.  
 
Joe: Number two, do you where are any special areas for large animals? Such as mineral licks, 
migration routes, feeding, or breeding areas?  
 
Sheila: Up around Star Lake. There’s an area called the “Wilds Grey area.” Also all up in Blue 
river, but my family did not go past Blue River.  
 
Joe: Any particular or time of year?  
 
Sheila: Would be in the fall, and my family would hunt during that time.  
 
Joe: Number three, do you know of any special areas for small animals? Including birds, 
reptiles, insects; in relating to breeding, nesting, migrating?  
 
Sheila: I remember grouse were hunted while my family did other hunting. In the summer my 
family did rabbit snaring. They would follow areas around lakes and rivers mainly.  
 
Joe: Are there any particular seasonal patterns for these activities?  
 
Sheila: I’m unsure. They did hunt at a particular time in the fall normally, if their food stocks 
were ruined they would have to hunt in the spring. But typically it would be in the fall.  

 
Joe: Number nine, do you know if Métis or gather any other resources in the TMX corridor? 
Including minerals, gold, timber, water?  
 
Sheila: There’s artisan water that comes out from the grounds, and when you come across 
some you want to gather as much as you can. Back to the medicines though, we harvested 
horsetail from swampy areas and cat tails. We used those for medicines and cooking. Getting 
back to the minerals, my family used to pan for gold. They collected quartz rocks, since there’s 
plenty of rocks in Grey wells park. Lots of quartz I remember, so that’s one of them.  
 
Joe: Any specific uses for these materials?  
 
Sheila: I’d say mostly trinkets and were sometimes used in altars. Our spirituality is Roman 
Catholic, there’s lots of members of my family that integrated Indigenous spiritual traditions. 
My great grandmother was a traditional knowledge person, she would conduct sweat lodges, 
she delivered babies, and counselled and helped people.  
 
Joe: Section three, physical locations and places. Do you know where are any Métis cabins, 
camping areas, in or around the corridor?  
 
Sheila: I don’t know. However, my mom spoke of some in Grey Wells park and along the 
corridor. When people would go to certain lakes, there’s specific cabins around lakes for 
hunters and fishers to stay in. Although my mom is 80 now and hasn’t hunted for years, so I’m 
unsure of their condition or usage in the last 20 years.  
 
Joe: Are there any related cultural values associated with these sites?  
 
Sheila: I think the cabins were just used as places to stay, say in the Fall when it gets cold since 
it was a place to shelter.  
 
Joe: Do you know of any Métis trails that cross near or across the corridor? 
 
Sheila: I don’t. Except for the trails they would have followed along waterways to reach various 
lakes.   
 
Joe: Do you know of any Métis grave sites or burial grounds around the corridor?  
 
Sheila: I do know of some in the Okanagan but not around that area no.  
 
Joe: Do you know of any archeological sites of significance associated with the Métis.  
 
Sheila: I don’t, no.  
 
Joe: Do you know of any special cultural or spiritual sites within the TMX Corridor?  
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Sheila: The Helmaken or Wells Grey park, is that area?  
 
Joe: Wells Grey is north from the corridor, but its running parallel to the corridor.  
 
Sheila: Right, well where waterfalls are or certain bodies of water contain spiritual sites. Many 
spiritual ceremonies would happen along water.  
 
Joe: One last question here, are there any special features or specific land marks within the 
TMX corridor that are important and associate with Métis history, culture or oral tradition?  
 
Sheila: I don’t know. But I’ve spent a lot of time in the Okanagan areas myself.  
 
Joe: One more question, can you think of any memories or family stories of Métis living in BC 
that you might be willing to share?  
 
Sheila: Any stories? Well just in my own family. Both of my great-great-great grandfathers were 
wagon masters, and would carry supplies. They would also carry people. I remember one story, 
a German person moved to the Okanagan area and married an Indian woman. This couple were 
hired by my great-great grandfather and that’s how he would transport kids and teachers to 
and from schools. My great grandmother would also deliver babies all throughout the province. 
There’s lots of little stories like that.  
 
Joe: Fascinating, I’m going to conclude the taping of the meeting. Thank you for participating.  
 
Sheila: My pleasure.  
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Appendix 18 

CONSENT FORM 

BCMF Métis Land and Life Study 

Principal Investigator:   Joe Desjarlais, Project Lead, BC Métis Federation,  
(Cell) 778-892-0095  

Purpose: The BCMF Métis Land and Life Study (MLLS) seeks to understand and record the 
historic and contemporary land and resource use of Métis peoples along the Trans Mountain 
Extension (TMX) corridor. The results of this initial reference study will be used to inform the 
BCMF and the Government of Canada about some of the ongoing impacts of the TMX, the 
compensation that is required to lessen the impact on Métis land and resource use, and the 
mitigation measures that are required to maintain the Métis way of life.     

Procedures: As a participant in the MLLS you will provide personal oral accounts of Métis land 
and resource use along and around the TMX corridor. All information will be coded to protect 
the informant and the locations of their land and harvesting areas and no specific personal details 
will be provided in the Final Study. All records will be kept in a secure location either on a 
password protected computer or in paper form in a secured location at the BCMF offices. 
Information sessions may last between 30 minutes and 2+ hours, depending on the informants’ 
level of knowledge and experience. Participants will have an opportunity to review and revise 
the research findings.   

Potential Risks and Discomforts: There is no foreseeable risks, discomforts, inconveniences 
(including, for example, physical, psychological, emotional, financial and social), resulting from 
a participant’s information sharing. 

Potential Benefits to Participants and/or to Society: The MLLS is a part of an ongoing 
accommodation negotiation with the Federal Government of Canada, specifically around the 
planning, construction and operation of the TMX. It is understood that the participant may 
benefit from sharing their information in the form of compensation, mitigation or 
regulation/monitoring.    

Confidentiality: Any information that is obtained in connection with this study and that can be 
identified with you will remain confidential and will be disclosed only with your permission or as 
required by law. All documents will be identified only by code number and kept in a locked filing 
cabinet or on password secured computers. Research participants will not be identified by name 
in any reports of the completed study. Data will be stored for future use.  

Contact for information about the study: If you have any questions or desire further 
information with respect to this study, you may contact project lead Joe Desjarlais at (778) 892-
0095. 
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Consent: Your participation in this study is entirely voluntary and you may refuse to participate 
or withdraw from the study at any time without jeopardy to your membership or standing in the 
BCMF. If you wish to withdraw from the study you should provide your written intention to the 
Project Lead no later than April 30, 2020.   

Note: Restrictive measures around travel, movement, gatherings, and schools were 
implemented between March 12 and 16, 2020 as the result of COVID-19. In light of the 
travel restrictions and social distancing measures, conducting individual interviews by 
internet or phone is the only means to collect information for this research study.  

Signatures 

Your signature releases the MLLS team to conduct a distance format interview. 

Your signature below indicates that you have had your questions about the study answered to 
your satisfaction. 

Your signature indicates that you consent to participate in this study and that your responses may 
be put in anonymous form and kept for further use after the completion of this study. 

 

___________________________________________            _______________________ 
Research Participant Signature                                                       Date 

_____________________________________________________________ 
Printed Name of the Research Participant  
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Appendix 12 
 
 

Terrace- Community Meeting 
 

 
11: 15 (15 min)  Pre-Meeting:  Community Liaison with Metis Land and Life Team  
 
 11:10  (20 min)  Registration and refreshments 
 
11:20 am (10 min) Opening Prayer- Elizabeth 
 
11:30 am (15 min) Opening Remarks about the day and what BC Metis Federation is looking 

to accomplish- Shauna 
 
11:45 a.m (1 Hour) Coast Guard Project- Angel 

- What it is this project 
- What needs to be done 
- How will it need to be communicated? 
- Point person for the community 

 
12:45 (1 Hour)  Michif Language project- Rene 

- What is the project? 
- Starting with a solid base 
- Needing input from Members and Community 

o Survey 

1:45 (15 min)   Health Break- with refreshments 
 
2:00 (1.5/2 Hours)           Métis Land and Life Project – Joe Desjarlais  and Dr. Bruce Shelvey 

- Brief project explanation and purpose. 
o Time line and phases 

- Breakout into groups for information gathering 
 

4:00 pm                              Closing – Elizabeth 
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