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Metis Coffee Talk Returns Thursday September 23, 2021 at 7pm PST

MEMBERSHIP
UP 227% OVER
2020
BCMF has seen an incredible
increase in new member applications
and individuals applying for family
memberships. Taanshi! Welcome!

METIS COFFEE TALK IS BACK!
Metis Coffee Talk is a live monthly broadcast hosted by BCMF
President, Keith Henry. President Henry will provide updates on
programming, services, and discuss important issues affecting Metis
in British Columbia. Tune in LIVE at 7 pm PST on Facebook at:
www.facebook.com/bcmetis
If you have questions or topics you would like to see on the show
please email k.henry@bcmetis.com

BOARD MEMBER MINUTE
Vice President Rene Therrien

Rene has been with BC Metis Federation since its inception ten years
ago! In his capacity as our Vice President, Rene provides guidance and
leadership to the Federation. As a Michif-French Speaker, Rene has
contributed valuable knowledge to our Michif Language project and is a
respected elder in his community. Rene is a member of the Skeena River
Métis Community Association and lives in Terrace with his wife. His
hobby is playing the fiddle at various functions and promoting Métis
culture. As a proud Métis, he is committed to helping move our nation
forward for the next generation.

BCMF Operational Update
Organizational Changes

JOIN THE BCMF TEAM!
BCMF currently has openings for two full-time positions.
Finance Clerk – Vancouver, BC
The Finance Clerk is responsible to assist in the administration of the day to day financial operations of the organization. This
position is a supporting contact for all financial matters in regard to payroll, yearly audits for the corporation, funding
partners, and any financial contracts with other professional agencies. The Finance Clerk will assist by way of gathering
supporting documents in support of expenditures made under the contribution agreements and will assist in filing claims
and monthly remittances. The Finance Clerk will assist the Director of Finance with all activities that are aligned with the BC
Metis Federation strategic plan and adhere to stated policies and procedures.
Industry Engagement Assistant – Vancouver, BC (Open to Remote)
We are looking for an experienced, proactive assistant to work collaboratively with our team on specific short- and long-term
projects. In this role, you will oversee tasks delegated to you by the Director of Industry Engagement, or the Procurement
and Employment Coordinators, collaborate with outside vendors and contractors, and track and report on budgets. You will
need to be highly organized, adaptable, and able to prioritize tasks while working independently. The ability to motivate
others and keep them on-task in a positive and encouraging manner is also a must-have skill in this position.
For more information on these positions, including how to apply visit our Job Board at: https://bcmetis.com/job-board/

September 30th - National Truth and Reconciliation Day
September 30th is the National Day for Truth and Reconciliation. The National
Day for Truth and Reconciliation is a federal statutory holiday that gives the
public a chance to recognize and commemorate the intergenerational harm
that residential schools have caused to Indigenous families and communities,
and to honour those who have been affected by this injustice. BCMF will be
observing this day and the office will be closed. We are grateful that we have
been invited to visit one of our partner communities on this day, and we look
forward to visiting North Thompson Cultural Society in Clearwater. We
recognize that this day is painful for many and we encourage anyone who
needs support to reach out and know that help is always available through
Hope for Wellness Help Line at 1-855-242-3310 (toll free) open 24 hours a
day, 7 days a week.

EVERY CHILD MATTERS

SUCCESS IN
PROCUREMENT
In addition to supporting job
seekers, we have also developed
many partnerships with Metisowned businesses and have
supported them in their efforts
to secure projects with our
Industry Partners. We are thrilled
to announce the success of our
partners, Marwest Group, SITE
Energy Group, and Vault
Pipelines.

The Industry Engagement team at BCMF has made incredible
progress this year and has helped over 50 Metis individuals apply for
jobs with our partners. We have held a number of virtual Jobs &
Procurement Fairs, and have some in-person events scheduled for this
month.

Marwest has been awarded a
very lucrative Pipe Hauling
contract, and SITE was awarded
two contracts! One for casing
pipe supply, and another for
piling. Vault Pipelines has
received an order for pipe supply,
and he future is bright for Metis
business owners after a long
period of fighting for recognition
and we are very grateful for the
work of the team, and the
support of our membership.

Make sure you are subscribed to email notifications and are following
BC Metis Federation on Facebook and Twitter for the most up to date
news & events. If you would like the team to come to your community,
please reach out to the Director of Industry Engagement, Greg Mazur
at G.Mazur@bcmetis.com

If you would like to explore what
opportunities might be availble
for your company, please contact
Taylor via email
procurement@bcmetis.com

INDUSTRY
ENGAGEMENT UPDATE

COVID-19
COMMUNITY
SUPPORT
BCMF recently announced the
approval of a third round of
COVID-19 Relief funds to be
made available to members and
Partner Communities.

MEMBERSHIP UPDATE
There has been a lot of action happening behind the scenes in the
BCMF membership department this year. From developing an online
application and renewal process to designing and implementing new
membership cards, these process upgrades are essential to the long
term growth of the Federation.
We are proud to report that this year to date we have approved and
issued a 227% increase in new memberships over the full year of
2020. Current application processing times are 8-12 weeks from the
date of receipt. Incomplete applications will require additional
processing time.
Please note, that all applications require physical genealogy backups
that are now able to be uploaded during the application process. If you
have any questions about the status of your application or would like to
request membership packages for your community, please contact our
Membership Clerk, Angel Fisher via email at
membership@bcmetis.com.

Member and Community Relief
Cheques are being sent out and
should all arrive within 4-6
weeks.
Please reach out to BCMF if you
have moved, or wish to confirm
your mailing address and contact
details.
In our conversations with
members, we've seen an
incredibly high employment rate,
food insecurity, and housing
insecurity. BCMF would like to
thank Indigenous Services
Canada for their ongoing support
of our members throughout the
COVID-19 pandemic.

If you need more information or
would like to check on the status
of your relief funds, please
contact our office.

"It’s exciting because the
beginnings of community history
are starting to take shape! Metis
people want new relationships
based upon mutual respect and
recognition. Local communities
want to create their own
knowledge and use it for their
own benefit, as an expression of
self-determination"

RESEARCH UPDATE
Joe Desjarlais, Director of Research
BC Metis Federation has partnered with The Department of Natural Resources Canada to examine the impact of the
TransMountain Expansion Project ("TMEP"), on our Partner Communities.
The Terrestrial Cumulative Effects Initiative ("TCEI") is one of the accommodation measures available to our
communities as part of the TransMountain project approval. Capacity funding equips BCMF Members and Partner
Communities to improve their understanding of the cumulative effects along the Trans Mountain expansion and provide
opportunities to benefit our Partner Communities. You can learn more about our Partner Communities here:
The TCEI Project has made excellent progress with its capacity-building efforts. The project team has built relationships
with key people in our communities. We initiated a dialogue to understand local research capacity and created an
inventory for each community. This work informed the project team to successfully prepare and submit a proposal for
the study.
The TCEI team has begun work with a GIS specialist to implement a geographical information system to store, protect,
share data and communicate findings. A geographic information system (GIS) is a system that creates, manages,
analyzes, and maps all types of data. GIS connects data to a map, integrating location data (where things are) with all
types of descriptive information (what things are like there). The project team has designed and is currently releasing
learning modules to train people who want to participate in recovering their local history by equipping them with
knowledge and research skills as local researchers. A number of people have begun their training!
Here is an overview of the short and long term goals of the project:
SHORT-TERM PROJECT GOALS
Confirm our member community’s fishing and hunting territories, uncover seasonal movements and yearly harvesting
patterns, explore tertiary economic activities and social/cultural movements, and repatriate our networks to the land and
resources. This will, as a result, increase our community capacity and have an immediate impact on our ability to engage
with government and industry.
LONG-TERM PROJECT GOALS
Equip our communities with self-determining skills and knowledge, in ways that reflect an enhanced understanding of
the cumulative effects of industrial development and empower them to participate as partners in the decision-making
process that shapes economic development in the province.

