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Monday, November 1, 2021 
 
First Nations Summit 
Union of British Columbia Indian Chiefs 
B.C. Assembly of First Nations 
 
Via email:  MAUREEN.BUCHAN@BCAFN.CA, 

  c/o First Nations Leadership Council 

Attention:  First Nations Leadership Council 

We are in receipt of your letter dated October 29, 2021 and respond as follows. 

Respectfully, the spirit and intent of your letter of October 4, 2021, was very clear and oppressive.   You 
unequivocally stated the following: 

• “The BCMF wrongly asserts that it is an Indigenous Governing Body under the terms of the Declaration 
Act…” 

• “While the FNLC respects constitutionally protected Aboriginal rights, no court has recognized or 
acknowledged any such rights as being held by Metis peoples in British Columbia…” 

• “There is no evidence that [the Metis] established historic communities sufficient to satisfy the legal 
test.” 

• “We note that the Government of British Columbia has also consistently maintained that it does not 
recognize site-specific section 35 rights for Metis people in the province.” 

• “Most importantly, First Nations have consistently refuted claims of Metis rights within their 
respective First Nation territories.” 

• “Without this historic land connection, the BCMF’s claim that it constitutes an Indigenous Governing 
Body representing holders of Aboriginal rights to self-governance or otherwise, entitled to funding 
and participatory rights under the Declaration Act, are unfounded and misleading.” 

• “While the Declaration Act should be a positive force for all Indigenous peoples across Canada and 
the world, including the Metis, it cannot be used to aggrandize untenable positions at the expense of 
First Nations…” 

These statements are untrue for the reasons set out in our letter of reply dated October 12th which we will 
not repeat here.  Further, their spirit and intent is, as we described, very colonialist, oppressive and anti UN 
Declaration and Declaration Act in pith and substance. 

As we stated in our letter of October 12th, it is patently obvious and demonstrable that the B.C. Metis 
Federation is perfectly politically and legally entitled to seek to be consulted on matters relating to the 
Declaration Act in British Columbia.   
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Your letter of October 29, 2021, continues to espouse inaccuracies under the guise of settled history and law 
which we wish to correct: 

• You state that you “do not endorse or seek to establish a ‘hierarchy’ or indigeneity.”  However, you 
go on to do just that in the balance of your letter.  Your letter hides discriminatory intentions behind 
the rubric of a distinctions-based approach.  The main problem with your position is that you claim 
First Nations are the only Indigenous nations with rights over their territory.  This is patently false, as 
is evidenced by shared Indigenous territories, and the exercise of non-Indigenous Canadian rights 
asserted in Indigenous territories (which include First Nation and Metis territories). 

•  You state that “First Nations in BC have distinct legal orders which pre-date settlement and continue 
to present day.”  So do the Metis.  Our communities were formed prior to effective European control 
in the lands we now describe as Canada. 

• You state “the BCMF has pointed to its own studies, which we note are unsupported by any cited 
authorities… […]  Further, the BCMF has not advanced evidence sufficient to satisfy the legal 
requirements to confirm the existence of any identifiable historic Metis community or any land-based 
Metis rights in British Columbia.”  Respectfully, we provided academic citations in our replies to your 
letter of October 4, 2021, with a focus on B.C. archival materials.  The evidence is there and clear, 
notwithstanding your wish that it did not exist as it threatens your historic and legal narrative that the 
Metis do not have any evidence of history and potential rights in BC. 

• You state “We agree with the BCMF that the Province must engage separately with First Nations and 
Metis to give effect to their respective rights…”  While the BCMF agrees with this statement, we are 
puzzled by it as it contradicts your letters of October 4, 2021 and this latest reply of October 29, 2021 
which take the absurd position that the Province of B.C. should not consult with the BCMF on the 
Declaration Act.  Respectfully, which position are you taking, that the Province of BC should, or should 
not, consult with the BCMF?   

In closing, we remain saddened by your colonialist and anti UN Declaration and Declaration Act political 
rhetoric.  It is obvious that the Province of BC needs to consult with the BCMF, and we look forward to those 
discussions. 

The real story is not about ‘pretendians’ and ‘race-shifter’s or ‘pop up communities’ or other hype.  Its not 
about favoring one exclusive Metis or First Nations form of self determination, or arguing against another 
Indigenous way of being to establish your own position. As organizations we need to be partnering together 
and drawing people and groups into conversations between our communities at the local level and begin to 
form good relationships. The FNLC has a treasure trove of local knowledge and research that could assist to 
this end. 

The relational fractures are the real story. Metis or First Nations politics aside, it’s in our families that have 
been split, its in our friendships, or kinship networks that have been broken; its in our lost history, lost 
relationships to land. That’s where the repair and healing needs to be. Indigenous legal Scholars like John 
Borrows and Aaron Mills tell us that our stories are important sources for our laws, and that the law is about 
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relationships, and how to behave if we come into conflict.  If the story is about relationships and kinship 
networks instead of a ‘system of rules’, you can have many stories. Within this model, you can have many 
stories of origin, where each Indigenous community wants to make a good case for mutual recognition    

We need a way to sit at the table, where Métis and First Nations can work together within a framework of 
respectful dialogue and healthy partnership based on a commitment to mutual recognition. We can 
have profound differences without dehumanizing people in our midst. This means to cultivate awareness and 
empathy, as well as an Indigenous protocol to guide decisions and interactions. Rather than attempting to 
preserve exclusive status or power, or attempt to author an exclusive history, we need to respect the dignity 
of all human beings, because we all have a story.  

Respectfully, 

Keith Henry 
President 
B.C. Métis Federation 
 
cc:  Hon. John Horgan, Premier of B.C. 
  Hon. Murray Rankin, Minister of Indigenous Relations and Reconciliation 
 
Encl. FNLC Letter October 29th DRIPA 
 

 


