
BC Métis Federation Announces completion of Michif Language Curriculum for Early Learners
Michif Language Through Stories delivers full resource library for grades K-6

November 02, 2021, (Xʷməθkʷəy̓əm (Musqueam), Sḵwx̱wú7mesh (Squamish) and səlilwətaɬ
(Tsleil-Waututh)/ Vancouver, B.C.) - The BC Métis Federation is pleased to announce that the first
phase of “Michif language through stories”, a curriculum for beginners and/or Kindergarten to Grade 6 is
completed and preparing for release to the community. The Michif Language Project was funded in
partnership with Heritage Canada as part of a multi-year agreement to pursue the language preservation
efforts of the French Michif Dialect. The United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization
(UNESCO) reports that three-quarters of Indigenous languages in Canada are “definitely”, “severely” or
“critically” endangered, Michif language is in the critically endangered category.

Michif Language Through Stories is a community-led storytelling project that has resulted in the
development of a full K-6 curriculum. This project went through several phases of research with our
BCMF members and communities to determine which dialect of Michif to focus on, as well as to seek out
stories and culturally relevant terms. Each story was contributed by the community, vetted by Michif
Speakers, and transcribed into key Michif French words and French words with full English translations.
Each lesson includes a Michif French audio of the Michif Speaker telling a story and pronouncing the
Michif words within each of the stories. The completion of the K-6 curriculum includes a one-thousand
word Michif Glossary, the first of its kind. BCMF President Keith Henry explains, “We are grateful for the
ongoing support from Heritage Canada. Their partnership has allowed us to create a robust resource for
any Early Learner to adopt. In addition to the thousand-word glossary, there are audio files, recipes and
card games all ready for sharing in our Partner Communities. It’s an exciting time for us to be able to
release this collection of stories provided by our elders and members.”

The release of the curriculum includes 102 lesson plans developed for use in schools, communities, and
daycare centres. The curriculum will be released and made public later this month. For more information,
we invite you to tune into our upcoming episode of Metis Coffee Talk, taking place on BCMF’s Facebook
page. For more information, we encourage you to reach out to Jeanie Cardinal, Director of Michif
Language for BCMF. Jeanie can be contacted via email at j.cardinal@bcmetis.com.

Henry continued, “British Columbia Metis Federation is pleased to share the success in our ongoing
partnership with Canadian Heritage in our commitment to revitalization of the Michif language in British
Columbia. The priorities over the next two years are to advance into the next stage of Michif Language
curriculum development for advanced learners and direct language transfer and learning models to
support current Michif and future Michif speakers’ fluency of the Michif language.”

For updates, follow BCMF on Facebook and Twitter.
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