
BC Metis Federation powerfully addresses anti-Metis systemic racism in First of Five Meetings
“SET THE TONE” RACE-BASED DATA COLLECTION PROJECT KICKS OFF IN TERRACE

January 10, 2022, (Xʷməθkʷəy̓ əm (Musqueam), Sḵwx̱wú7mesh (Squamish) and səlilwətaɬ
(Tsleil-Waututh)/ Vancouver, B.C.) - BC Metis Federation Director of Research Joe Desjarlais was honored
to be invited by Terrace area community leader Rene Therrien and members of the Skeena River Metis
Association to facilitate a conversation for the first “Set the Tone'' Race-based data collection project
community session.

This successful meeting was the first of 5 virtual events to be held in January in partnership with the
Province of BC. The goal of the project is for the provincial government  to better understand the impact
of anti-Metis racism and discrimination in the public sector and and to work towards ending systemic
anti-Metis bias that exists in BC.

Cultural ambassador JJ Lavallee opened the meeting with traditional Metis Fiddle music and participants
shared their unique Metis perspectives on government race-based collection, reflecting their local
values, experiences and goals as a community.

Project facilitator Joe Desjarlais stated, "These events are an important indication that the province is
serious about including all Metis in it's move toward reconciliation. One of the reasons the government
is engaging this topic is because 'divisions' and 'differences' have created a very uneven playing field for
Metis peoples in BC and across Canada. These systemic problems have real consequences in the lives of
people and must be understood and addressed. Metis people have a voice and they will be partners in
the future of this province."

If you wish to attend events facilitated by a community in your region, please refer to the BCMF website
for dates and registration information. If you missed this event or would like to register for a provincial
event January 29 please contact Danielle at: danielledesjarlais@outlook.com to register. For more
information, visit www.bcmetis.com/set-the-tone.

About BC Metis Federation: The BC Métis Federation (BCMF) is a non-profit association that works to
ensure the well-being of its growing membership across British Columbia (BC). Through capacity
building, advocacy, and cultural revitalization efforts, BCMF works to advance Métis knowledge and
self-determination and to encourage the use of the Michif language.
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