
 

 

February 7, 2022 

Attn: Dr. Bonnie Henry 

Provincial Health Officer 

PO Box 9648 

STN PROV GOV 

Victoria BC V8W 9P4 

Sent Via Electronic Mail 

 
Dear Dr. Henry,  

 

I am writing you today as the President of the BC Métis Federation after seeing the recent Ministry of Health Press 
Release, “A vision for the future of the health of Métis People in B.C.” 

 

I am disappointed to see that the Ministry of Health is still not engaging with our office after our correspondence 
with yourself and your team back in February 2021 regarding vaccine access for all Métis peoples in British 
Columbia. It was at this time that your team was made aware of our Métis community, local Métis partners and our 
members. I would like to point out a few issues with your recent announcement and the ongoing exclusion from 
your office. Your announcement addresses “A vision for the future of Métis people” and goes on to exclude a large 
population of Métis people the BC Métis Federation and our partner communities represent. The title alone 
excludes the thousands of Métis that speak other Michif dialects including Michif-French. Your office continues to 
lump Métis people into one exclusionary bucket through the Métis Nation BC, and this needs to be addressed.   

 

The report goes on to quote Adrian Dix: “There is positive progress demonstrated already, through our efforts to 
address recommendations in Mary Ellen Turpel-Lafond’s report In Plain Sight, as well as through ongoing efforts to 
hire Indigenous patient navigators in our health authorities and expanding Métis participation in health decision-
making and increase engagement of health authorities with Métis chartered communities. We are continuing our 
work to make our health-care system inclusive of all British Columbians.” It is important that both yourself and 
Provincial Health Minister Dix are reminded that the current Métis health engagement policies are not inclusive of 
all British Columbians if you can not be inclusive of all Métis.  

  
You yourself are quoted as saying, “This report is the result of a partnership based on trust, mutual respect, 
collaboration and reconciliation,” said Dr. Bonnie Henry, provincial health officer. “It provides much-needed 
information about the health and well-being of Métis People, presented in a way that honours Métis tradition, 
culture and ways of knowing. I look forward to continuing this partnership and further improving our data collection 
and reporting process with the goal of making meaningful positive change for the health of Métis People in B.C.” 

There can be no reconciliation if your office and the Provincial Health Ministry continue to ignore the BC Métis 
Federation, our partner communities, and our members. This is not reconciliation. This approach does not honour 
our Métis traditions, culture, or language and falls short of supporting all or our Métis families in our Métis 
community.  



 

 

Therefore, I would like to invite you to engage in a dialogue with our office and expand your Métis data collection 
and programs to be inclusive of all Métis people in British Columbia, as anything short of this is discriminatory. We 
expect and deserve better of our leaders.  

In closing the BC Métis Federation continues to implement mental health support and COVID-19 relief programming 
for hundreds of our Métis members and partner communities.  We will continue to support our Métis community as 
best we can.  We recently shared a public report about the ongoing impacts of COVID-19 to BC Métis Federation 
members and partner communities which I have attached to provide much needed education for the Provincial 
Health Ministry, especially regarding data collection.   

 

I look forward to your reply,  

 

Keith Henry 

President 

BC Métis Federation 

 

ENCL:  Electronic Mail from February 2021 informing Dr. Bonnie Henry’s office of BCMF existence and Métis 
representation. 

 

 BC Métis Federation COVID Relief Report  

 

CC:  Provincial Ministry of Health Honourable Adrian Dix  

BC Métis Federation Board 

 BC Métis Federation Partner Communities/Members 

 Provincial Minister of Indigenous Relations and Reconciliation, Honourable Murry Rankin 

 Assistant Deputy Minister Jennifer Melles, Ministry of Indigenous Relations and Reconciliation 

                                         

 


