BC Métis Federation Included at Historic Anti-Racism Legislation Introduction
A POSITIVE STEP FORWARD FOR MÉTIS IN BC

May 3, 2022, (Xʷməθkʷəy̓ əm (Musqueam), Sḵwx̱wú7mesh (Squamish) and səlilwətaɬ (Tsleil-Waututh)/
Vancouver, B.C.) -The BC Métis Federation was pleased to be invited to an event at the British Columbia
Legislature where the Provincial Government announced B.C.'s new Anti-Racism Data Act.
BCMF Director of Research Joe Desjarlais attended proceedings within the house chambers and
introduction of the legislation, and events including a reception with MLA’s. Desjarlais, who facilitated
the recent BCMF anti-racism data collection community sessions, met the Premier as well as other
ministers and thanked them for including Métis in this ongoing process. These events are an important
indication that the province is serious about including all Métis in its move toward reconciliation. One of
the reasons the government is engaging this topic is because 'divisions' and 'differences' have created a
very uneven playing field for Métis peoples in BC and across Canada. These systemic problems have real
consequences in the lives of people and must be understood and addressed.
Desjarlais stated," I agree with Parliamentary Secretary Singh that the work starts today, and how we will
build an action plan. For Métis, it is impossible to adequately shape legislation or policies without
repatriating the history and better understanding colonial systems that impacted Métis people. Racism
and discrimination that Métis people experience today in British Columbia is because of the historical
experience."
BC Premier John Horgan stated at the media event that this is just the first step on the road to building
the anti-racist British Columbia we all want to see. Director of Research Joe Desjarlais concluded, "We
know going forward that race-based data collection needs to be controlled by Métis peoples themselves,
especially when it comes to its collection, interpretation and use by public sectors that are critical for the
health, safety and thriving of Métis people. In short, if anti-racism data collection is part of a larger goal
of decolonization it should be characterized by knowledge that is generated, managed, and owned by
Indigenous peoples for their own use and purposes." To learn more about BCMF’s involvement in the
anti-racism data collection project, visit the BCMF website, here.
About BC Métis Federation: The BC Métis Federation (BCMF) is a non-profit association that works to
ensure the well-being of its growing membership across British Columbia (BC). Through capacity
building, advocacy, and cultural revitalization efforts, BCMF works to advance Métis knowledge and
self-determination and to encourage the use of the Michif language.
Media Contact:
Kassandra Sison
DIRECTOR OF COMMUNICATIONS

BC Métis Federation
k.sison@bcmetis.com

