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For support answering the below questions, please visit natural-resources.canada.ca/indigenous-
regulations. If you have any questions, please email imar-rama@nrcan-rncan.gc.ca.  

1. Indigenous Governing Body 
An Indigenous governing body is defined in the Canadian Energy Regulator Act as a council, 
government or other entity that is authorized to act on behalf of an Indigenous group, community or 
people that holds rights recognized and affirmed by section 35 of the Constitution Act, 1982. 

How do you wish to be represented? 
 
The BC Metis Federation members and partner communities discussed the importance 
of a Metis specific Indigenous Governing Body.  The respondents overwhelmingly agreed 
that we want to have the BC Metis Federation act as the Indigenous Governing Body with 
suggestions for administration and committee participation.  

What would an Indigenous governing body (IGB) look like for you (i.e. who could be 
authorized to represent you)? 
 
The Metis respondents understand the need to have the capacity to participate in all 4 
areas of CER project lifecycle.   There was strong support for the need to have the 
administrative/coordinating support complimented with a province wide Metis led 
committee. 
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What are the benefits (and/or setbacks) of multiple Indigenous Nations/groups forming 
one IGB for the purposes of entering into an Arrangement? 
 
BC Metis Federation representatives are worried about First Nations and Metis being 
lumped together in these processes.  There was strong sentiment to ensure a province 
wide Metis process that is distinction based and not forcing Metis and First Nations 
having to work together and force agreements together.  The example of the Indigenous 
Advisory and Monitoring Committee (IAMC) and the serious limitations Metis people 
faced by the overwhelming efforts of some First Nations to block access for Metis 
participation.  
  
In what ways could Natural Resources Canada (NRCan) facilitate discussions among 
Indigenous Peoples regarding IGBs? 
 
BC Metis Federation does not believe this is the role of NRCan.  We strongly encourage 
separating First Nations and Metis participation in future CER projects and efforts to 
build the IMAR.  
 
There have been several examples where BC Metis Federation reps have experienced 
discrimination by First Nations in past CER meetings over the years.  NRCan was unable 
to stop the lateral violence to ensure inclusion and a safe place for our Metis 
representatives.   
 
There needs to be a Metis specific CER strategy for BC.  
 

2. Indigenous Ministerial Arrangements  
What information would an Indigenous governing body need to enter into an Indigenous 
Ministerial Arrangement? 
 
BC Metis Federation representatives feel that there needs to be inclusion in all aspects 
of the CER review process legislation and governance.  Currently we are unaware of any 
Metis representation on the existing CER committees (Indigenous Advisory Committee) 
or the CER Board.  There is no clear process to connect or engagement with our Metis 
community in BC.   
 
We need to better understand the governance roles and benefits for the lifecycle of CER 
reviewed projects: Proposed Project, Construction, Operation, End of Lifecycle)  
 
 
 
 
  



How would you like to see the Arrangements applied (ex. regionally, nationally or on a 
project-specific level)? 
 
BC Metis Federation reps would prefer to see the proposed IMAR strategy applied 
Provincially based on a project by project basis.  

 

How should an Arrangement(s) be entered into if there are concerns related to overlap in 
shared territories?   
 
BC Metis Federation encouraged NRCan to enter into agreements in good faith and allow 
overlapping interests.  There are several overlapping claims as well as Metis interests in 
BC.   
 
The IMAR should create a good process for NRCan to respond to Indigenous Governing 
Bodies fairly and separately. 
 

3. Powers, duties and functions 
What part of the lifecycle phase (e.g. approvals/permitting, construction, operation, 
abandonment) is most important for you to have a role in? 
 
BC Metis Federation participants identified the need to participate in all aspects of the 
lifecycle.  There was strong consensus about the concerns of current limited 
engagement and how difficult it is to measure and monitor success of Metis engagement 
and solutions if only included in one phase, often the construction phase.   We want to 
have Metis monitoring on all 4 aspects of the CER defined lifescycle. 
What part of these phases are most important to have a role in (e.g. monitoring, issuing 
orders, setting conditions, etc.)? 
 
The feedback was monitoring throughout all phases was important.   Monitoring appears 
to allow Metis specific assessments to issues/concern/opportunities.   So far there has 
been limited inclusion for Metis monitoring but it is very important for our leadership, 
members, and partner communities.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



How can NRCan support IGBs in dealing with challenges related to exercising 
responsibilities under the Canadian Energy Regulator Act (CERA), like higher capacity 
requirements and/or other implementation issues? 
 
BC Metis Federation representatives encourage CER to ensure there is adequate and 
consistent annual funding support for Indigenous Governing Bodies (IGB’s).  There needs 
to be financial capacity to support IGB’s on an annual basis versus project by project.  
IGB’s will continue to work with our Metis members and partners to address information 
throughout the year, the lifecycle of projects does not end despite regulatory filing needs.  

4. Additional Comments 
Please comment on anything else you feel is important below, as part of this written 
submission. 
 
The BC Metis Federation and partner community reps are optimistic about the proposed 
evolution of the IMAR but only if NRCan has a process separate for Metis and First 
Nations in BC.  

 

Please email your completed form to imar-rama@nrcan-rncan.gc.ca. 


