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Métis people and communities in British Columbia 

The Aboriginal world is facing one of the most pivotal times in recent years as the Idle No 

More campaign continues to increase in intensity and outrage across the country.  Many of 

the Mètis people have joined the First Nations and urban Aboriginal people in support of 

this movement.  To date BC Mètis Federation leadership has also taken an active role and 

joined several of the Idle No More protests throughout BC to show our support. 

Idle No More began in the fall of 2012 by four (4) First Nations women from 

Saskatchewan who had concerns about legislative changes proposed in Bill C-45 that today 

have since passed in December of 2012. Bill C-45 is an omnibus budget bill about 450 

pages that supports budgets and numerous amendments to Canadian legislation that 

impacts all Canadians.  The First Nations women who started Idle No More focused on Bill 

C-45 amendments to the Indian Act plus a number of further acts that reduce 

environmental protection for their lands.  

 Today Idle No More has grown and there is an increase in intensity of actions throughout 

the country.  However it is important that Idle No More was defined as a peaceful 

movement, one that educates Canadians about the Aboriginal concerns.  There is growing 

public debate about the merits of the Idle No More movement in non-Aboriginal interests 

groups but clearly Idle No More is growing in support from Aboriginal people throughout 

Canada.  BC Mètis Federation will continue our support given the membership continues to 

request ongoing participation.     

Other history was made by the BC Mètis Federation since our last newsletter.  In December 

the BC Mètis Federation was the first and only Mètis organization in Canada to sign the 

Save the Fraser Declaration with over 130 First Nations from British Columbia and 

Alberta.  The Save the Fraser Declaration is an expression of mutual support to stop tar 

sands expansion from Alberta through pipelines via the proposed Enbridge Northern 

Gateway Pipelines Project as well as the Kinder Morgan Canada expansion of the 

TransMountain Pipeline.  That was a very proud day. Continuedé 

 
 

Message from the President P1-2 
The Daniels Case Overview P4 

BCMF Merchandise P11 

ά²Ƙȅ .ƻǘƘŜǊέ WƻŜ 5ŜǎƧŀǊƭŀƛǎ tмо 
 

 

 

BC Metis Federation 
300-3665 Kingsway 

Vancouver, BC 

V5R 5W2 

1-604-638-7220 

Fax 604 435- 8181 

info@bcmetis.com 

 

 

 

 

 

www.bcmetis.com 



 

  
Message from the BC Metis Federation President ~ Keith 
Henry 
 
Finally the future of Mètis identity must be reopened in light of the Daniels Case that 

was won at the Federal Court January 8th, 2013.  The case was advanced by the late 

Harry Daniels and representatives from the Congress of Aboriginal Peoples.  The 

Federal Court ruled that Mètis and Non Status Indians are considered in the broad 

definition as ñIndiansò under section 91(24) of the Canadian Constitution of 1867.  This 

will have significant impacts to future programming and who are the Mètis people who 

can access or qualify for such ñIndianò rights. BC M¯tis Federation quickly reviewed 

the Daniels Case and it is clear a more broad definition of Mètis should be discussed.  

Going forward BC Mètis Federation invited all of you to attend a Mètis Summit in 

Prince George in April to join the conversation about who is Mètis.  It is time we had an 

open discussion about Mètis definition and ensure no Mètis people or families are left 

behind. 

BC Mètis Federation is carrying forward and membership applications are increasing 

like never before.  There is a major new push from Mètis people across the province to 

support the future with BC Mètis Federation.  I believe Mètis people are moving 

forward with BC Mètis Federation because they see leadership willing to stand up and 

support meaningful issues.  Our efforts to demand answers from the Provincial 

Government about the lack of support for the Mètis Children and Family 

Implementation Framework was just one of the most recent efforts that has yet to be 

resolved.  Another example was our efforts to address the Legion Magazine article that 

improperly called Louis Riel ñmadò.  We immediately advocated and got results 

leading to a new two page article in the January edition of the Legion Magazine.  It is 

these tangible efforts that show Mètis people that we care and support our communities 

and families throughout BC.  Just like BC Mètis Federation did with the first ever BC 

Mètis Christmas party in Surrey in December where over 30 Mètis children were 

provided a great afternoon of Mètis Christmas celebration and gifts.   

The facts are BC Mètis Federation is growing quickly.  Over 50,000 people have either 

joined or viewed our facebook page and our website has over 10,000 pages viewed each 

week.  It is incredible growth and as leaders we will continue to support future growth 

and lead carefully for the best interests of our members, communities and growing 

partners.    It is time for all Mètis people to join the winning team. 

Proud to be Mètis  

Keith Henry 

President 

BC Métis Federation 

 

 

Donôt Miss!  

Métis CoffeeTalk Every 

Thursday with your host 

Keith Henry  

A weekly broadcast from the 

BC Métis Federation covering 

important Métis news and 

cultural topics. You can watch 

the show live each week or 

browse the archive of past 

shows and watch them on-

demand. 

Go to  

www.bcmetis.com 

Click on the 

Coffeetalk Tab 
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Warriors 
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BCIT Speaker Series Connecting Our Communities February 5th, 2013 ï President Keith Henry 

BC Metis Federation continues to be contacted by various organizations and agencies throughout BC to meet and better understand 

who we are and our vision for our Metis members and partner communities. BC Metis Federation is therefore pleased to announce 

that President Mr. Keith Henry has been requested by BCIT to present February 5th from noon until 1:00 PM at their Burnaby 

Campus. A presentation will be made by BC Metis Federation to explain how the BC Metis Federation came to be and what are the 

current issues of priority. Find out how the BC Métis Federation came to be, and what current issues they face today. 

Keith Henry, President and CEO 

KCD Consulting Inc. and President of the BC Métis Federation 

Tuesday, February 5, 2013 

12:00 pm ï1:00 pm 

BCIT Burnaby Campus, SE2ï213, Town Square C 

 

The event is open to the public and there will be live streaming options for anyone in BC to watch. However anyone who wants to 

access the online option must contact the BCIT Aboriginal services office for details. 

We encourage all Metis people to attend in person or online. 

 

  

To Apply for Membership go to www.bcmetis.com or Contact 

The BC Metis Federation head office Membership Coordinator @ 300 ï 3665 Kingsway, Vancouver, BC, V5R 5W2 

Phone: 604-638-7220  or Email: Membership@BCMetis.com 
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Open letter to all Métis people in Canada, The BC Métis Federation writes today to Métis people throughout BC in response to the 

overwhelming calls, inquiries, and questions from across British Columbia and Canada about the recent ruling by a Federal Court that 

affects Métis and Non-Status Indians. This correspondence is therefore provided for further insight and comment about the immediate 

effects of this ruling and considerations for the future. 

This letter has been drafted from our continuing review of the case and will be subject to much debate. BC Métis Federation recognizes 

various views and interpretations will be stated and we welcome future discussions. The purpose of the correspondence was to provide 

our initial insight and understandings for the BC Métis Federation members, affiliated Métis communities, and partner agencies. 

Given the historic significance this letter will address the following questions: 

1. What happened? 

2. Does this mean there are no more Métis? 

3. Does this mean ñIndianò benefits will become available soon? 

4. How were the Métis defined in this case? 

5. Conclusions 

What happened? 

The Federal Court ruled on Tuesday, January 8th in a substantive case filed by the late Harry Daniels, Gabriel Daniels, Leah Gardiner, 

Terry Joudrey, and the Congress of Aboriginal Peoples (CAP) in 1999 against the Majesty the Queen, as represented by the Minister of 

Indian Affairs and Northern Development and the Attorney General of Canada. 

The case entitled (Daniels v. Canada) was seeking recognition of three basic principles, in that: 

Métis and Non-Status Indians are Indians under subsection 91(24) of the Constitution Act, 1867, 

The Crown owes to Métis and Non-Status Indians a fiduciary duty as Aboriginal peoples, 

Canada must negotiate and consult with the Métis and Non-Status Indians, on a collective basis through representatives of their choice, 

with respect to their rights, interests and needs as Aboriginal peoples. 

The Federal Court agreed that M®tis and Non Status Indians are defined under the term ñIndianò for the purposes of Section 91(24) 

[para 619]. The Federal Court did not support the fiduciary duty claim at this time. However, given the declaration of right in respect of 

section 91(24) the court stated that one would expect that the Federal Government would act in accordance with whatever duty arises in 

respect of any specific matter touching on the non-clarified fiduciary relationship [para 609]. Finally the Federal Court did not grant the 

declaration for negotiation and consultation. However once again the court stated that hopefully the resolution of the constitutional issue 

of section 91(24) will facilitate resolution on other matters [para 617]. 

The outcome of these three specific questions is critical to the future for all Métis and non-Status Indians and the Federal Court was not 

prepared to essentially fully address all three aspects, specially the fiduciary duty and negotiations. However the significance now of the 

ruling that Métis and Non Status Indians falling under 91(24) will in essence force new processes that will ultimately further define such 

matters in our view. Continuedé 

 

 

 

 



 

 

  

Does this mean there is no more Métis? 

BC Métis Federation has been inundated with calls and concerns expressed by Métis people that this decision somehow means they 

are no longer Métis. The answer ñNOò this does not in any way. 

In 1939 the Supreme Court of Canada ruled that ñEskimosò were Indians under Section 91 (24) of the 1867 Canadian Constitution. It 

appears to the BC Métis Federation that a prime approach should be to demand from the Federal Government the same rights and 

treatment for the Métis that the Inuit presently have under Section 91(24). We presume this would include benefits related to health, 

education, hunting, fishing, trapping and gathering on public land, and other appropriate negotiations and benefits. This would also be 

consistent with the right of equality called for by section 15 of the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms. 

Although some have expressed concern that the Métis might lose their separate identity as a result of this decision, in the case of the 

Inuit (Eskimos), they certainly have not lost their separate identity as a result of the 1939 Supreme Court Case and consequently there 

is no reason to think that the Métis will lose their separate identity since the decision relates only to Section 91(24) of the 1867 

Canadian Constitution. In addition in the 2003 Ernie Blais Case (decided the same day as Powley) the Supreme Court of Canada for 

purposes of the National Resources Transfer Act ruled that the Métis were not Indians. 

Does this mean ñIndianò benefits will become available soon? 

The BC Métis Federation strongly advises all Métis people that this is yet to be determined. This was a Federal Court ruling only and 

will likely be appealed within the 30 daysô time frame by the Federal Government to the Supreme Court of Canada. If appealed the 

Federal Government would delay implementation and await a Supreme Court ruling which may take another 3-5 years. However one 

must not take this decision lightly and the Federal Court ruling clearly will force the Federal Government to respond in the future. 

How were the Métis defined in this case? 

One of the most substantive points that Métis people should be aware of is how the Federal Court agreed that the definition of Métis is 

across Canada and broad in context as described in paragraphs 126 ï 130 as follows: 

[126] However, in Powley, above, the Supreme Court was dealing with a Métis from Sault St. Marie. In the present case the 

geographic range of the question of whether Métis are Indians under s 91(24) is country-wide. The evidence shows that the term Métis 

was and is used well outside of Western Canada. Cases involving agreements or provincial laws are not necessarily determinative of 

the issue. [127] In Powley, above, the Supreme Court did not attempt to define the outer limits of ñM®tisò but it did provide a method 

for finding who a Métis is for purposes of s 35. Aside from the sine qua non of mixed aboriginal and non-aboriginal ancestry, a Métis 

is a person who (a) has some ancestral family connection (not necessarily genetic); (b) identifies himself or herself as Métis; and (c) is 

accepted by the Métis community or a locally organized community branch, chapter or council of a Métis association or organization 

with which that person wishes to be associated. [128] As Powley, above, was a question of collective right to hunt, the last point was 

critical. However, there may be individual circumstances where there is no such association, council or organization but the 

individual participates in Métis cultural events or activities which show objectively how that person identifies himself or herself 

subjectively as a M®tis. [129] As the further historical evidence will show, there was no ñone size/description fits allò when it comes 

to examining Métis on a national scale. Page: 40 [130] However, it is those persons described in paragraph 117 who are the Métis for 

purposes of the declaration which the Plaintiffs seek. 

The Federal Court has applied a broad interpretation that Métis people eligible under section 91(24) also include a provision for self-

identification and group acceptance as mentioned in paragraph 117. 

The BC Métis Federation stresses the significance of these Federal Court findings in light of the other Métis provincial group known 

as the Métis Nation British Columbia (MNBC) and how they define who is or is not Métis. MNBC continues to assert they have the 

only membership system that can legitimately validate who is or who is not Métis. According to this Federal Court decision MNBC 

has one way, but clearly not the only way to prove Métis identification before the Federal Court for section 91(24) rights. In fact Métis 

people are well aware of the how MNBC only provides services for their MNBC citizenship card holders and chartered communities. 

There are many Métis people who do not wish to be associated with MNBC and BC Métis Federation believes MNBC policies, 

program implementation and access to publicly funded services are inconsistent with this latest Federal Court ruling. In fact, all 

MNBC citizenship applicants who have been denied membership for various reasons may have legitimate claims of discrimination 

with the Human Rights Tribunal against this organization which is essentially a club, not protected nor defined in law by any 

Provincial or Federal legislation for their membership despite their ongoing claims. 

The Federal Court has accepted that Métis people eligible for recognition under the Constitution section 91(24) is a more broad 

application from across the country and as Métis communities and organizations we all need to consider how this affects your 

membership systems. Continuedé 

 

 

 



 

  

  

Statement of Cooperation 

Communities 

Vancouver Métis Cultural 

Society 

The NOVA Métis Heritage 

Association 

Kelly Lake Métis Settlement 

Society 

Fort St. John Métis Society 

North Saanich Michif 

Society 

Métis Veterans Association 

of British Columbia 

Cariboo Chilcotin Métis 

Association 

Northern Interior Métis 

Cultural Society 

Dawson Creek Métis 

Federation 

Memorandums of 

Understandings  

Prince George Urban 

Aboriginal Justice Society 

White Buffalo Aboriginal 

and Metis Health Society 

Canadian Aboriginal 

Veterans and Serving 

Members 

 

 

Call ing all 
Metis 

Communities for 
Newsletter 

Stories  

Email to: 

e.bitterman@bcmetis.com 

For the March 2013 Issue 

Conclusion 

There are no immediate expectations of changes to access for new programs and services 

from the Federal Government for Métis people in BC or the rest of Canada. However, clearly 

the case moves the rights for all Métis and Non-Status Indians forward and the affects to 

current Federal and Provincial policies and programs will be substantive in the future. 

This ruling also emphasizes to the BC Métis Federation that the approach that the Metis 

should pursue in the future should be primarily based on Constitutional Law and aggressive 

negotiations with the Federal Government. In addition a complete review of existing 

Provincial and Federal Government program delivery and policy consultation should be 

examined carefully. Expensive court proceedings should be avoided if possible but Métis 

people across Canada also need a new transformational relationship with the Federal 

Government and courts continue to support or rights. 

This landmark court ruling by the Federal Court affirms the belief that the late Harry Daniels 

and the Congress of Aboriginal Peoples had; that Métis and Non-Status are Indians under the 

Constitution. With this historic ruling, this is a significant time in history for all Métis and 

Non-Status Indians. It is a culmination of a lifetime of work by Harry Daniels and his search 

for social justice for Métis and Non-Status Indian people of Canada. 

BC Métis Federation acknowledges Harry Daniels, Gabriel Daniels, Leah Gardiner, Terry 

Joudrey, and the Congress of Aboriginal Peoples (CAP) for their commitment to seeing this 

case through. This significance of this decision cannot be understated and future implications 

are substantive. BC Métis Federation will continue to review and update our members once 

the Federal Government reacts. 

Thank you, 

Keith Henry 

President 

BC Metis Federation 
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Three grandmas were sitting on a bench outside a nursing home one day as an old man walked by. 

One of the grandmas called out,"bet we can guess how old you are." 

"No way," said the old man. "you can't guess my age." 

"Sure we can," said one grandma. "Just drop your undershorts and we'll tell you your exact age." So 

he did. The grandmas stared at him for a while and they all piped up saying, "your 84 years old!" 

"Amazing." said the old man. How could you tell?" 

The grandmas all laughed, slapping their knees and grinning from ear to ear and yelled together, 

"You told us yesterday!" 

Q. When Christopher Columbia Arrived in 1492 he thought he landed in India, and named the 

people ñIndiansò, what would the inhabitants been named if he thought he landed in turkey? 

METIS are Idle No More ï Beverly Lambert  

When we show our flags itôs for our peopleôs pride, to show we stand together with FN and all our voices must 

be heard as one Nation. The Aboriginal people are rising together due to lack of consultation, and poor living 

conditions. So, letôs hear whatôs happening to Metis. The Federal Conservative Government and this Provincial 

Liberal Government will be held accountable for wasting TAX PAYERS MONEY to feed and organization 

(Metis Nation BC) that is in serious debt to a tune of $8 million. They have not been accountable to the Metis 

communities for at least 4 years now, no capacity building, late payments for programs, and almost no cultural 

support. So all our proud Metis people walked away from this corruption and formed a new healthy 

organization called the BC Metis Federation and we are demanding governments to recognize all of us in any 

decisions on behalf of our Nation. We have brought forth the truth, against bullies, but governments chose to 

hear nothing. Each of us made a conscience choice to join the BC Metis Federation, the people have spoken, all 

6300 and growing. We want governments to listen to our voices and respect us. WE ARE IDLE NO MORE 

TOO. We need to get our Nation back to family values and community. 

 Governments should not ignore us, then turn around and say ñsee those Aboriginal people are always 

mismanaging funds.ò Well sorry, governments, not so as each of you are doing this. Prime Minister Harper and 

this Provincial Government, we have told you many years ago about our situation and youôre not going to make 

our Metis people look incompetent. We stood up against this corruption and each of you has chosen to look the 

other way. I call all Metis people that if you want a strong organization that now fights for rights, 

accountability, honestly, and would like to see us grow stronger as our own business entity and not relying on 

government handouts, then start signing up and walk the talk. When youôre honest the people will come and 

hold hands together. Let the crooks stay over there (I pointed with my lips in the direction of Abbotsford) 

Thanks for listening, our Nation needs a voice and to stop and listen. 

 

Jokes of the 

Month 

 

 

 


